Hua-Miao Archive
Songs and Stories

Miao Social Life

Love songs, songs of runaway lovers and song lamenting the "old people”
Songs M321 to M344

Transcription and Notes

The material in this archive is freely available.
However, we would be most grateful if you would reference the source.

The Hua-Miao Archive
http://archives.ecs.soton.ac.uk/miao

Author: R Keith Parsons
Web Site constructed by Dr Stephen Rake

Web Site hosted by the Department of Electronics and Computer Science
University of Southampton

M344TR



M321

T C1" T b Cdn,
mai dens yout hs songs.

Y Lo CT, T C1"  C3dn.
youth wth maiden song.

Y Lo |
yout h sings.
An J- Cno -[II Snc,
young nman situated hill high,
Gu As (o T
young wonan situated bel ow.
Ao 1. JAu L As A"
young man Yyearning and sighing called,
A" Gu An ™ " 71"
called young wonman to bel ow
5 Gu As (o + T L J. A",
young wonan situated below again did call,
A" Ao 1 T" T" s™,
called young man to hill high,
Ao 1 Cds 8™ J"C c J’
young man burning heart to pieces live not
1.
arrange.
T C1" [ T Y L.

mai den sings answer youth.

10

Ao 1 A A 17,
young nman oh young nan,

C- Jdo Jds T A s,
you see flower do not pick flower

O N s [ T C’ can.
you see naiden do not deceive nuaiden
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C° Jo Jds vV, 1" L™ 1 Jds
allow cause flower drop to pieces stand flower

E)nq'

pl ace.
1 T D" o As s 1 T
| then round about way return ny hone,

ED -[b 3_ Jn A3 Sr ED J>.
you then round about way return your |ocation.

t+ CT. A t CT.,
youth oh youth,

C. T S CA" Vs CA" Vs
you do not Ilike |eaves yellow |eaves dropping
te s [ of
fallen on ny road,
- 7S Is TRAA t ]
you do not Ilike flowers drooping fallen on ny
[
1.
pat h.
I LU c Go A S- ' T
| the nmaiden young woman |ike sun rising,
C. t CT. Ao I S- . CT®.
you the youth young nman |I|ike full noon.
A + CT..
so it is youth.
Y 1o CJv.
woman song.
Toe . T L TJU T A
query you cone landlord what |and oh.
Toe C. 1. Yy o' T7TJ T A

query you are bridegroonis famly what son oh.
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I CLC™ ca Gu Coc CT.

conre we couple nmmiden young wonan adult youth

T7I

JJT" ct' Ca
i nvestigate names thus,

to 3. 11 3. L

investigate thorough is wunrelated then,

" CcC™ Cdn Coe CT. J' CT. du.
we couple nmamiden adult vyouth together go.
C 1. L T2 G L" Co,
if is rel ated then thus,
Irocre cJe Ce CI. Y FCLA JT
we couple maiden adult youth deliberately divide
C 1.
roads exclamation.
Y de CTe Y A« 3w
woman with nman song.
Y de [,

wonman  si ngs.

C-

you

]
|
jU
|
-

L

C 1. 1+ CT.T 8,

if are a bachel or,
CTe [ 2. L 1 L..
with you go so | amwlling.
cC™ C- b A L L"+" J L>
fear your nother nman father not approve
Ch,
bri de.
c™ Ae L L" 4 T,
your nother nman father turn out,
b* Ct+.Ct 1. TPLA L. CC. 1.
hl u-nza-nzyu is ghang-li-yi cone test ne.

t he

M321TX



Y A< I

man si ngs.
] ¢ L3 ™ ] Vo o L3 V.,
ny nother good nother ny father good father,
» A T TC T L Y.
not true the people the like that.
I 1% L. 20 L1 L.,
| take you go s Il amwlling,
I <’ L. - Ae Lo "4 L>
| fear your nother man father not approve
7 A..
bri degroom oh.
10 C- c™ Ae L L" ' T,

your nother man father turn out,
Cw " ] T" CT. 3,
ox untrained into out of doors,
Cw L" ] 11 T t L
oX untrained drag ne cross three classifier
3
T" " L’ 1.
hills three «classifier valleys.
cJv 7.
song cautioning.

T Y Ca. V. T° C.
do not beconme connector father |est connector

Ca CA_,

t hus ragged,
L' Yy I+~ CL.T S T C. Vs,
just be a bachel or for connector |ong for,
1 T L° c T L° du.

cause place approve renmain place approve go.
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T Y Ca. c™ T Ca.
do not beconme connector nother |est connector

Ca C",

t hus hungry,
L2 Y I+ TS T C. L
just be a spinster for connector grieve over,
1. T L- >, T L° .

cause place approve go place approve remain.

p) cTe.
bees fly to and fro.

s Te Tw D cTe,
flowers cone out truly bees fly to and fro,

1z 1 Te O s
flowers fade truly bees return

Cj" Cno Tnc C-[u T',
girls remain truly young nmen cone,

Cj" L< C-I:u Tu T<.
girls gone young nen disperse.
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M321
Miao love songs.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes.

These songs are all recorded in Document C as follows. Song of a youth and a maiden,
(no. 7, page 7). A woman’s song, (no. 2, page 4). Song of a woman and a man, (no. 3, page
4). A cautionary song, (no. 4, page 4). Busy bees, (no. 6, page 7).

Song of a youth and a maiden.

Line 14. The word 1 usually has the force of the English definite article, as in line 18, but
here, and again in line 19, it is the sign of the vocative case.

Line 19. The exclamation A is more often used by women than by men. It reinforces what
has just been said, hence the translation, “so it is”.

A woman’s song.

Line 2. In the Miao manuscript the expression Y~ L['" has been alteredto A~ C’". The

original reading is probably correct. Y~ L[’" means “bridegroom’s family”, and in this
context, where a young woman is looking at a particular young man as a possible
bridegroom, it is simply a polite way of saying, “your family”. On the other hand it is

difficult to see what the altered reading A~ LC'" could mean.

Line 7. The final word ° is an exclamation urging the listener to comply with the
proposition that has just been made.

Song of a woman and a man.

In the Miao text the following pairs of lines are written as single sentences without
punctuation. 1 and 2, 4and 5, 10and 11.

Line 11. The word J means “to break in” a horse for riding, or “to train” an ox for
ploughing.

A cautionary song.

Line 1. The final word of this line, CA_, “ragged”, and the final word of line 3, C"',
“hungry”, have been accidentally interchanged in the Miao manuscript.
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M322

T C1" CTo T L. CJn
mai dens with youth song.

C:|u
song

10

C'. T T- A 3°, T C1" D
ur gi ng. guest conme goto village, girls go
[ ¢l T Y b

sing songs to youth.

L' CTo L' CT CT,
sunshine shine extrenely,

C CTo L. 1 1,
sunshine thus we see,

n

do CT. 1" T, CT. 38 Ct'. 3. L" C.
see young man strong well-dressed go along road.

CT" T Tn Go JT e
bendi ng head enters into,

Jdu Jde 1" 2. J CA° c3-.

enters wonman aunt inside house.

A< C° AT C Lo C® 3",
take off cape black tie cord conme hang well,
3" de 1" 2. Ca CC" CT,

wel |  woman aunt connector | oom

I T C° 1I"L" L d c™.
divide bottom gown all conme gather sat down.
T’ J" T 3 1,

spread wheat bundles fill,

] e 1"D>. 2 CTUTS

fill woman aunt plural hearth.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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Cdn»
song

15

20

Cdn»
song

t.. 1 o T" | (el t,
receiving. the youth guest sings song receivVving

to T" CJ".
those nmmi dens.

t" J° CA. L" CA. Le,

hawt hor n haws | at e,

1" J° CA. te cT’ A-,

hawt horn standing beside river,

C. Y" 'D° L" '>° C,

connector one evening t oday,

dn Co D ™ [ L L" 'D° Lo,
you ate your nother father evening neal |ate,
" J" T 3 To J’ T

our wheat bundles wait not get.

" J" T 3 ct” 1" CT, du T, T°.
our wheat bundles scatter flock drop back hill

C° LT A D T,
let children go gather,

T J" T 3 J" L™ C™ CT. Tre.
gat her wheat bundl es all conmpleted mdst plain.

C. 1" Do CAn.
thus fini shed.

L T 1" Co I [ T,
scol di ng. GQuest not wlling sing song show,
to T C1" [ CJv L T

those nmaidens sing song scold guest.

CcC" T- D- T L%
mushroom cone have root,

Ct T- J- T 71°
fan conme have origin,
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30

Ca Y" 'D° L" '>° C,

connector one evening t oday,

T o N G. ct C°,

we cousins young wonmen early | oosed,

[ A T 1 CT,  t C',

| oosed dogs not see go

foll ow porcupines,

C" ct” 1" CT, C" Ta
porcupi nes scatter group porcupines Cross
Ca Y" 'D° L" '>° C,
connector one evening t oday,
rooc Gu ct T
we girls Mao young wonen early put forth,
T, A Ctec Lo J" C. CA-,
put forth faces shining in order to cheer,
CA- CT. 1T, I T° Ca
cheer young man strong we welconme connector
CA- C.
cheer lord.
rooc Gu ct T,
we girls Mao young wonen early put forth,
T, A Ct'e L J" C. CA-,
put forth faces shining in order to cheer,
CA- CT. 1T, I T° Ca
cheer young man strong we welconme connector
CA- Co.

cheer over |ord.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.

M322TX
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M322
Song of maidens and a youth.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes.
This song is recorded in Document C (no. 1, page 1)

Following each section of this song Wang Ming-ji added notes in Miao explaining the
meaning of many of the expressions and similes, which occur in the text.

Line 32. This line has lost the two words J" Ca in the Miao text. They have been restored
in order to keep it identical with its parallel, line 29.
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M331

Cdn» re Cdn,
girl run-away song.
Jon C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,
J” A< 33 Jnu Sa C+,|,
know Yeu-rang year give daughter,
S° As 33 ct’ can» re,
give Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away,
A Ac [ L° S T
go to Yeu-jio-li-sw country.
5 A 33 J’ T" T T,
Yeu-rang not get piper,
A« 3% L. D CT' A,
Yeu-rang thus did seek oh,
cT’ T T L L o
sought piper thus every day.
As 33 ct’ el re do,
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away saw,
do CCLCe J' T, c™ cT’ A-.
saw Nzhai-jio-shi-du situated bank river.
10 A< 33 ct’ el re Y

Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away rracie,
Y T C, o
made travelling rations thus every day,

T- to CT. CC. L~ J' T, I.
carry follow youth MNzhai-jio-shi-du after.

CC.Ce J T, T ts Lo cl,
Nzhai -jio-shi-du person able cone wear,

cl I J" CJ- T?,
wear cape black tie-cord tw sted ends,
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20

25

L'~ I T° T 3. 4 T e,
take nusical pipes hold the arns.
CCL.Ce J T, T ts Lo cl,
Nzhai -jio-shi-du person able cone wear,
cl LA 1" C JCls T,
wear cape black tie-cord tw sted ends,
L' I°T° T 3. Cro T
take nusical pipes carry the hands.
As 33 ct’ el [
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away called,
| A< 33 C. 1 'C.
called Yeu-rang thus every day.
A< 33 D C™ J' Lo c3l- cTY,
Yeu-rang plural remained good house wood,
A< 33 ct’ el To J’ T".
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away wait not get.
CEb Jr T“ -|-q Lo I ,P,
Nzhai - shi-dao able conme bring,
I 7? Cn Yn +|| EHI
bring connector one conpany nmarriage party
C’,
maki ng their way,
C’ L" V. C’ T

making their way single file

A,
river,

S-S CrF Ar cr ds

like fish river fish emt
|7P Cn Yn +||
bring connector one

C’,

maki ng their way,

M331TX
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conpany marriage party

13



30

35

40

E,
maki ng their way

n

o

L" Vo C’
single file

maki ng their way

1T Y.

yonder there.
Ne 33 Ct’, cl» s CT,,
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away wth,
CT. CC. Ce J' To Ja Ju,
with Nzhai-jio-shi-du plural went,

5
Ju J 1] L" D,
went fleeing going.
3

Ju Cr Caw C~ L® 1,
went ninety-nine classifier valleys,
D, CA~= 3 CA~ T C,
went inside forest inside edible banboo,
J. CA= 3 CA=  J°A° Go.
went inside forest inside banboo hang down.
D, T, 3 T, A
went outside forest outside banboo,
D, T, 3 T, JA°
went outside forest outside banboo hang over
G D, 1" C+F° Te C~ L%,
they went great nountain range N u-Iu,
G c™ JrCe 3" 1J" CH° Te " t<.
they stayed I|ocated great nountain range Drao-zeu.
CC. L J" Tu Y c" " T" lo"
Nzhai -jio-shi-du nade bird mgrate lands mgrate

],

ways.
D. cC" A 33 ct’ (ea re
did hunger Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away,
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50

J. C" L" Du 1. Y C'.
did hunger going which nake hunger.

A< 33 ct’ el re c J’ T".
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away remain not get.

A< 33 ct’ el re J’ T",
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away not get,
N L CTo S L,

not get the way to return word.

S’ Ca Y" Lo L’ S’ T",
return connector one classifier word return to,

T" Ca T c" A 1" CLC..
to connector the bird magpi e.

c" A. 1" CL. Ca J" Lo 1,
bird magpi e connector perched,

te As 33 Ca T cT" C"
perched Yeu-rang connector the +tree branch

As,
wal nut ,

T As 33 Ct’ CC™ CL™.
take hold Yeu-rang name over and over.

Ca. Y Ca. Cc® L. Ca.
connector make <connector bride then connector

Lo,
cone,

A< 33 ct’ el re Y
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away nake,

Y C. I C* J +< Lo.
make connector the bride not able cone.

A 33 C, . 1,
Yeu-rang thus did send,

1 A< 33 Ca T T L°.
send Yeu-rang connector son eldest.

M331TX
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60

65

T T b° L. J. to

son eldest then did fofloma
to c" A. 1" CL. I,
follow bird magpi e after,
c" A. 1" CL. N® I CT,
bird magpi e flew sky,
A 33 T T CLn CA~ T°.
Yeu-rang son eldest travelled earth.
3
Ju C~ Ca L~ L’ 1.
went ninety-nine «classifier valleys.
D, CA~ 3 CA~ T [
went inside forest inside edible banboo,
D, CA~ 3 CA=  J A° Go.
went inside forest inside banboo hang down.
D, T 3 T. J A
went outside forest outside banboo,
o} T 3 T, A A.
went outside forest outside banboo hang over
CEb Eno Jr -[u I 7?,
Nzhai -jio-shi-du brought,
I ’P A< 33 C+’I C]“ ra CEnI_I
brought Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away arrive,
CLn 1" C+ To C~ L%,
arrive great nountain range N u-Iu,
c™ 1" C+ T " +'™.
remai ned great nountain range Drao-cie.
Ca A c" A. 1" CL. |5,
connector the bird magpi e br ought ,
> A< 33 T T L° CLa,
brought Yeu-rang son eldest arrived,

M331TX
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70 CEnu CEb Eno Jr Tu A< 33 C+7| Cj"

75

80

arrive Nzhai-jio-shi-du Yeu-rang daughter girl

re T rT.

run-away borders.

A< 33 ct’ el re Ta,
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away said,

Ta CLL L J' T, Y,

said Nzhai-jio-shi-du nmade,

Y T " T " 3,
made the bird mgrate |ands mgrate roads,

A< 33 ct’ el re c™ J’ T".
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away remain not get.

As 33 ct’ Can» re CTo,
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away wth,

C-[o A< 33 TU :I-_ I.DO Lo.
with Yeu-rang son eldest cone.

A< 33 ct’ el re CC. L~ J° Ty,
Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away Nzhai-jio-shi-du,

1. Ts T L d.,
then returned cane back went,

DII ]—II 3 :I-u Jr Ao,
went outside forest outside banboo,

du T 3 T JTA° A,
went outside forest outside banboo hang over,

J. CA= 3 CA~ T [,
went inside forest inside edible banboo,

du CAr 3 CAr J"A° Go.
went inside forest inside banboo hang down.

du C~ Lo Cn L’ T
went ninety-nine classifier nountains.

A< 33 T T ts Lo |,
Yeu-rang son eldest able cone bring,
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90

I ’P Aq 33 C'l"l C]u

ra

bring Yeu-rang daughter girl run-away,

CC. Ce J" T te L° to,

Nzhai -jio-shi-du able come reach

to A< 33 I CA® c3d-.

reach Yeu-rang the inside house.

A< 33 1% CC. L J° T,
Yeu-rang picked up Nzhai-joi-shi-

I T° T 3. 3nc 1°

musi cal pipes |eaned against foot

A< 33 A A< 33 TI T

Yeu-rang gave Yeu-rang farmland

T CC. L J' T, CT. Y T
for Nzhai-jio-shi-du to farm

A< 33 A Ca T" t<

T,
du pi pes,

3
CLC.
partition

-[II,
for,

Lo -[HI’

Yeu-rang gave thus land firm cone for,

" CCL. L J T, t's,
for Nzhai-jio-shi-du build,

i c3- Tv Cc3-
build house tinmber-frane house

CnO
live.

95 C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.

M331TX
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M331
The song of the run-away girl.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document C (no. 10, page 11).

The following pairs or groups of lines are written in single long sentences in the Miao text,
13 and 14, 24 and 25, 30 and 31, 40 and 41, 43 and 44, 51 and 52, 64, 65, 66 and 67, 68,
69 and 70, 71, 72 and 73.

Line 9. In this line, and in lines 12 and 13, the name of the young man is written CLC.

Cro J" Lo, thereafter, throughout the song, it appears as CLC. L J° T., which,
presumably is the correct form.

Lines 33 to 36. This four-line stanza occurs three times in the song. Here the second line,
line 34, is missing in the Miao text. It has been restored by reference to the other two
occurrences.

Line 37. In the Miao manuscript the word T°, “mountain range”, has been incorrectly

written T°.

Lines 60 to 63. This is the second occurrence of the four-line stanza. In the Miao
manuscript, in line 61 the initial word . and the word A° are missing, while in line 62

the word for bamboo is written 1" A° instead of J~ A°.

Lines 79 to 82 and line 83. Lines 79 to 82 comprise the third occurrence of the four-line
stanza about the forest, but this time the travellers were going in the opposite direction.
Thus, instead of going through the forest and then skirting around its further edge, they
passed by the further edge first and then went through the forest. This required the two
couplets which make up the stanza to be interchanged, lines 3 and 4

coming first, followed by lines 1 and 2. In the manuscript this process has got a little
confused and compounded with another factor. On the outward journeys the forest stanza is
immediately preceded by the line about crossing 99 valleys, that is by line 32 and line 59.
On the return journey the poetic pattern requires that this line should follow the stanza, that
is as line 83. (It seems that on the way back they counted mountain ridges crossed instead of
valleys traversed, but it came to the same thing, the number was still 99.) However, in the
Miao text this “99 mountains” line turns up right in the middle of the forest stanza, one line
of which is missing altogether. Thus in the manuscript the order of the lines is 82, 83, 80,
81, with 79 missing.
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M332

Cdn» re. Y Ac DY 1. 1, Iy
girl run-away. man Hmao- a- gw- gw  sang.
Ca TJ o Lo,
connector who |oved oxen ploughing,
e L~ 1"+ CC* Cr Cre,
man father |oved oxen ploughing,
cL’ 3" Cw J1° L" V. CT™.
| oved good oxen |ong horned.
Cn TJU A L,
connector who |oved sheep shearing,
5 I 1 C* CC A L,
woman nother |oved sheep shearing,
L’ As Coe As Lo 1"t L.
| oved sheep grown sheep carry fleece shearing.
Jde 1 - Ae L[ J1" 4 [,
wonman nother nman father took,
L' 3"l re T"T"A J G A,
took good girl run-away harshly to go to,
A 5" 3. CT. Ll A 3 N
go to Hmo-rie youth sighing forest side near.
10 Cj" ra t; Cno t; Jr T“,
girl run-away tried remain tried not get,
&l re . 3 1S L to.
girl run-away then well return come reach
Can» re C. J. J%,
girl run-away thus did stretch out,
J' 3" T L. T C. JNC T,
stretched out well feet firnly till she cane,
T- Jdo 1" ™ Ac Lo J1" 1 An,

cane wonman nother nman father door,

M332TX
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25

A 1. T T cT 3,
door pressed back nake noise outside,

A 1. Tt . . CT,
door pressed back thus did nake noise,
cT CT' T CTs L" CT T°.
make noise rising and falling the sound voices.
Can» re C. J. J%,
girl run-away thus did stretch out,
J' 3" T L. T L. J" C. CL%,
stretch out well hand firmy till she reach for,
CLC™ 3" Jde 1 - A L[~ 1"+ D,
reach for well woman nother man father plura
cc I
| ock.
Jde 1" - cC™ 1" 1,

woman nother feared thieves,
Ae  [Ce 1"t cc 1S,
man fat her feared spies.

1" 3" T+ L. Js D,
the good thief had taken,

1 3 TS L D L.
the good spy had seen.

@l e C’ Jr A° C,
girl run-away tested not true for this reason,

C’ Jr A° Ca A T Lo,
tested not true connector bridegroom |and paddy,

3
T L I 7T T, T" Co.
| and paddy tinme planting for grazing.

Can» re c™ 1" c¢c1c Ca J.
girl run-away nother father relatives thus did
o,
t ake,
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30

35

40

b T" S Co C, 1V,
took get cord silk thus tw sted,
S cJ. C, T, Y,
cord silken thus cross water,
CT. C* T re JOA® CJC.
with snare to girl run-away neck arns.
C]“ ra E_ Enu Er\. CTo I.Qa,
girl run-away ninety-nine bundles braid,
Eno DII +° 3nc 3nc TU C-[II L< AE .
carry go follow cling to youth gone sheep path.
C. Lo TJ) T
thus cone whose son,
CT. A, Ct'° . CT. A°.
youth smling it was youth Diu.
C. Ta Lo TJU ct,
thus cross over cone whose daughter,
Can» A, Ct" J. can» A,
girl laughing it was girl D a,
3
A, Ct" A, CH'" I T.
| aughing smling the tine.
Enc Cj" |—3 Enc qu
conpleted girl run-away conpleted place take off
loa
braid,
Enc 3nc 3nc TU C-[II qu A< .
conpleted cling to youth place take off bracelet.
Ca 1" D>, CT..
t hus ended.

o

M332TX
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M332
The run-away girl.

Sung by a man from Hmao-a-gw-gw.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F, (no. 27, page 27).

Line 3. The expression 1° L" V. CT'®, “long horned”, is written 1" L" V. T'%, in the
Miao Document.

Line 8. There is no punctuation in the Miao text to separate lines 7 and 8.

Lines 14 —16. These lines are run together in the Miao text.

Line 23. The word T, which is missing in the Miao manuscript, has been supplied to
retain the exact parallelism with line 24.

Lines 26 and 27. These lines are not separated in the Miao text.
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M333

Cdn» re CT. re, 1. Y Je re
girl run-away youth run-away, 1. wonman run away from
Y- As. Y Ac D" 1° CA, | .
man. Man Hmao- go- ndl ao  sang.
Jon C ts Lo 1",

year this able cone know,

> PR CIv ' €I J,
did know Ngao-shao-ngao-shw,

. M 3 J' T 3s.
did toss away neighbours toss away relatives.

A . T T 1T T
dogs barked tine the tine wait.

5  CIvJ'CIv ) Te T A CT. D
Ngao- shao- ngao-shw went out suddenly wth went

C,
| ook,

INE< CT. TS CT. 3s,
Yang-nca youth unmarried well-dressed,

CT. 3s +° [ 3. IS T |
very finely dressed canme below valley.

CIn J' €I T, LT C° v,
Ngao- shao- ngao-shw pulled cape and clothes cover,
v T o "+ L Js
cover those sent those oppressing conpleted upon

ts.
bed.

10 CIv J CIv ] s L. O
Ngao- shu- ngao-shw return cone took
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20

25

o T T: ™Y T
took get skirts the aprons get,

Cl. A Ct”  CT. TS rs L
with Yang-nca youth wunmarried run away gone
CIn J' €I T,

Ngao- shu- ngao-shw w th,

Cl. A Ct”  CT. TS D.,

with Yang-nca youth wunmarried went,

du Ca " D° CT. tu CTv.
went connector three nights wthin darkness.
CIn J' €I T,

Ngao- shao- ngao-shw with,

Cl. A Ct”  CT. TS D.,

with Yang-nca youth wunmarried went,

du Ca " D° CT. CT: L".
went connector three nights wthin waning noon.
A® Ct- CT. TS CTo,

Yang-nca youth unmarried wth,

CT. CIn J' €I o

wi th Ngao- shao- ngao-shw went,

du to Ca Y" Jds Y",

went reach connector one classifier river,

CTe C A Do Ta J’ T".

Ndu- na-yi-no cross not get.

A® Ct- CT. TS CTo,

Yang-nca youth unmarried cut down,

CT. rs CT" T'J Cu  CLa To.
cut down classifier trees pi ne enpl oy cross.
A® Ct- CT. TS CTo,

Yang-nca youth unmarried wth,

CT. CIv J' CIv T. Le Ts.
wi th Ngao-shao-ngao-shw cross gone finish.
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=]

A CE” CT. IS CT,,
Yang-nca youth unmarried wth,

CT. CIn J' €I o
wi th Ngao- shao- ngao-shw went,

du T. CT. J' CT. Tn,
went firmy together said,

Cn C]< GU Cnc C-[u,
connector couple young woman adult youth,
crC’ Ve T CT, CLs,
met with stake good and strong stood firm
CLC> CT. T" CT. 1T L* V.
stood firm firmy and strong trusting to stake.
cC’ Ve T" CT. CLCs,
met with stake good and strong stood firm
CLCs CT. T" CT. B cT"
stood firm firmy and strong trusting to tree
D°,
soft wood.
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The run-away girl and the run-away youth. 1.

(The woman running away from a man)
Sung by a man from Hmao-go-ndlao.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 11, page 10).

The Miao text is set out as though it were a piece of continuous prose. There is some
punctuation to assist in sorting out the lines, but the following pairs of lines are written as
though they were single long lines. 6 and 7, 13 and 14, 19 and 20, 23 and 24, 25 and 26,
27 and 28.

5
Line 2. The second element, J" inthe name CJv J" CJd» J is missing in the Miao
text.

Line 3 The word [. applied to cattle means “to toss”. It is also used of throwing away
something on the end of a stick, for example, a dead snake. Here it is used metaphorically of
the girl’s rejection of her family and friends.
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M334

Cdn» re CT. re, 2. Y Ac re
Grl run-away youth run-away, 2. man run away from
Y L. Us [~ L 1,
wonan. Wang Ji e-chuai  sang.
Jon C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,
J" Ca T de V, Ca cT”
know thus hen nother of bridegroom connector laid
TP
€gg,
cT” T" T oI 4 CT. Jde.

laid for hen bride brood wthin flat basket.

]-I Jn EHI J_ Jr TII'
hen bride brood not get.

5 o I'C* A L1t S,
woman nother man father chose,
S 3 T L S 33,
chose nei ghbour country come chose orderly way,

S T" G D Ca J.
chose get young woman cousin connector relative

L ca,
the girl,
L &l TS . CI L,
the girl unmarried thus girl old,
b T" G A CE” Ca CT.
give for young woman Yang-nca thus youth
TS,
unmarried,
10 T ¢+ T 6 AL A
W I ow sapling to consort wth.
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C. Go < C. CT. TS

thus young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarried

33 CI- Au.
not wlling to consort wth.
G. A Ct” L. CT. TS,

young wonan Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

15

20

T ¢+ T G A C, J. cT.,

WIllowsapling thus did pull

CT. C> A I C v,

pull felt cape black tie cord cover,

°

\'% C, Gy Do J_ C,

cover thus young woman cousin relative thus
TS,
unmarried,

C. Caw L C™ Ju t°.

thus girl old conpleted upon bed.

G A* Ct" L. CT. TS,
young wonman Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢+ T 6 A C. J. (T,
WIllowsapling thus did wth,
CT. C, G A CE” C. CT.
with thus young woman Yang-nca thus youth
TS,
unmarried,
T ¢+ T G A,

W I ow sapling,
17313 1PATL S L] LD,
nei ghbour friend fled goi ng,

. . J' G, to,
did go till reach

M334TX
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s to 1 C+> 1" As 1%
did reach great sheep market.

G A* Ct" L. CT. TS,
young wonan Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢+ T G A C, J. A,
Wllowsapling thus did take off,
A< 1" Cv 1" cl J' G re,
take off shoes silk shoes silken till share with
r G A® CE” C, CT.
share with young woman Yang-nca thus youth
TS,
unmarried,
T ¢+ T G A,

W I ow sapling,

13 1"3s 1" A" 1" L. T
nei ghbour friend wear .

[. Ctr G A*C+" L. CT. TS,
fitted young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarri ed,

T ¢ T G A,
W I ow sapling,

1"3"1"3s 1A 1" L. T 1" T
nei ghbour friend feet very well.

G. A Ct” L. CT. TS,
young wonan Yang-nca thus youth wunmarried,

T ¢+ T G A,
W I ow sapling,

137135 1" A" 1" L. C, D A,
nei ghbour friend thus did take off,
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A< lo® Cv lo® Cd A< Lo
take off braid silk braid silken take off cone

-[HI’
for,

T" G. A Ct” L. CT. TS,
for young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T CH T G AL L° V.
W1 I ow sapling hol d up sl eeves.
C. Ctr G, A< C. CT. TS

fitted young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarri ed,

T ¢+ T 6 A C. L
Wl lowsapling thus exactly.

G A* Ct” L. CT. TS,
young wonman Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢+ T 6 A C. . |5,
WIllowsapling thus did bring,

S G A*Ct” L. CT. TS,
bring young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢+ T G A,

W I ow sapling,

173" 1"3s 1"A" 1" L. L. J. D,
nei ghbour friend thus did go,

3

du CLo 1" C+? Jds 1 Cre,
go arrive great river valley silver

S G A*C+" L. CT. TS,
bring young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarri ed,

T ¢+ T G A,
W I ow sapling,

13" 1"3s 1"A" 1" L. L. J. Dy,
nei ghbour friend thus did go,
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3

du CLo 1" C+? Jds 1 J1°
go arrive great river valley gold.

Go A® Ct C. CT. TS,

young wonan Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T C+ T G A,

W I ow sapling,

Lo t's c3- Tv c3- A T",
cone build house tinber-frame house tiled at,

3

| N Jds 1 Cre Y An c™.
at great river valley silver nmke famly live.
G, AP Ct” L. CT. TS,

young wonan Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢+ T G A,
W I ow sapling,

Lo t's c3- Tv c3- vV T",
cone build house tinber-frame house tiled at,

" 1t s ] 7° Y- An f.

at great river valley gold nake famly dwell.

G A* Ct” L. CT. TS,
young wonan Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢+ T G A,

W I ow sapling,

C. c3- Tv c3- vV s C"
thus house tinber-frane house tiled did shine,
pE C" C'-C" L" CTv ct.

did shine new I|ike sky blue.

Go A® Ct" C. CT. TS,

young wonan Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,

T ¢ T G A,
W I ow sapling,
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Ca C3- T C3- A Js C"

thus house tinber-frame house tiled did shine,
Js  LL L cTe
did shine bright Iike sky clear.
T N - t.,
beneath roof there was beehive knotted,
C L" Ve L" 1. cJ.
bend curve convenient cover.
T? N J- T,
beneath roof there was beehive tied,
C L" Ve L" 1. T..
bend curve convenient put there.
G A*C+” L. CT. TS,
young wonan Yang-nca thus youth wunmarried,
T ¢+ T 6 A, C, D ,
WIllowsapling, thus did get,
T" G, A Ct” L. CT. TS,
get young woman Yang-nca thus youth unmarried,
T ¢ T G A,
W I ow sapling,
1"3"1"3s I"A 1L 17,
nei ghbour friend marry,
3
Y Ax ¢ Tt 1" A3 1 Cre,
make famly live at great river valley silver,
3
Y Ax ¢ Tt 1" A3 1 1%
make famly |ive at great river valley gold.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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M334
The run-away girl and the run-away youth. 2.

(The man running away from a woman)
Sung by Wang Jie-chuai.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (No. 12, page 10).

Line 14. The expression [ A” 1" C?, meaning a felt cape with a black tie-cord, occurs
regularly in the songs. The cape served as an overcoat in cold weather, and also as a bed

covering at night. In the Miao text it is incorrectly written 1" A” 1" C™,

M334NT
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5

Cdn» 1., 1" 1o 1.
girl who fled.
Jon C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,
J" Jde 1" C* A [~1"1" L. J. J-,
know woman nother man father thus did have,
J- T" Ca Y L T o«
have get connector two classifier children,
I c’ CT. J- T,
the brother wth had son,
5 T 3 CT. D- Ct'..
the sister wth had daughter.
T 3 d- ct.  L"3"Cay,
the sister had daughter pretty,
3" L" A- T" T, Ss,
good el egant resenbl e,
S T ¢t L L ts cT’ A-,
resenble wllowtree standing bank river,
A- S I ¢t L ts cT’ Y".
smart resenble wllowtree standing bank water.
10 do A Jo L" Cav C Ca 3" O
skin face snooth exceedingly connector pretty,
3 I T. Tl tA L© [°CT.
good like blossom peach pink extrenely.
I c’ CT. J- T,

the brother wth had son

- T L" 3" CT",
had son handsone,
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3II
good

3II
good

Cdn»
girl

fled

DII
went

Js
did

Js
did
Dz
did

s
did

C.
t hus

Coe CLw CLee 1" To T CA" T,

slim very |i ke the | eaves banboo,
Ce CLn CLe J1" To CA" T,
slim very li ke |eaves grass.
< < S 5
D CT. cd J 1y Jo 1],

cousin youth cousin arose set out fled,

A s CTe C As Do Y",
go to river Ndu-na-yi-no water,

Ta Jds CTe C A Do 1T Y".
cross river Ndu-na-yi-no other side water.

c™ P r cA® T I CTs Tre.

live Bwbw border land the plain Ilevel.

t's T C3l- crP e r Y A-
build get house grass hut make famly live,
+,o C]_ Ln Jn Lo Y_ An +||.

build house round make famly dwell.

Y IT"Y L. L. T" Cv C. T" T,
farm thus get eat thus get drink,
Cro ™ T LY e
plant get seed get cotton nake clothes
8
'C.
wear .
1" D, CT..
ended.
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The girl who fled.

Singer not recorded
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 29, page 28).

Line 16. The two words Joand CJ° in this line both mean “cousin”, but the former is a
female cousin and the latter is a male cousin.
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M336
Do Jds CA- CT. CT. cr

connector cousin Bang-ndlie wth youth cousin

D% J" CA- c”.
Mang-shi-ndlie work.

10

" CTv 1" cr? Cn 1" Lo,
from sky scattered nmaterial arrived sphere,

T Ca Do Jds CA- Ca Lo c™.
for connector cousin Bang-ndlie thus cone |live.
J™ T i A Ca L" V.,

weave earth scattered material arrived ridges,

T CT. crf D% J" CA- Ca Lo tu.

for youth cousin Mang-shi-ndlie thus cone dwell.

Ca Do ds CA- L" 3" Cdn,
connector cousin Bang-ndlie pretty,

CT. ) D% J' CA- T Lo 1",
youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie began cone know.

L. J- J" CL~ T J T",
then have couple get not get,

Ca D ds CA- I Ca v
connector cousin Bang-ndlie other connector girl

C’,
bri de,

CT. Cr D% J" CA- I Ca CT.

youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie other connector youth

V.
bri degroom

Jou C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,

s J" CTv CL' Ju  T" C".
did know Ndu-nzhi year at market.

M336TX

38



15

20

c’ Do Js CA- CTo,
connector cousin Bang-ndlie wth,
s CT. CT. Ccl D% J" CA- Y,
did with youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie make,
Y Co J' 1 L< C'™ T-.
make time gather gone place where.
Y L< A° Jda Ca 1" CT? C".
make gone plot yonder connector mddle nmarket.
Cn de dscA. T TY
connector cousin Bang-ndlie use foot early,
C. o) s CA- D, to ct.
connector cousin Bang-ndlie went reach early.
Ca CT. clf D% J' CA- T" T
connector youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie wuse foot
Ln,
| at e,
Ca CT. cJ D° J° CA- du to
connector youth cousin Mang-shi-ndlie went reach
L-.
| at e.
T T- T 1t c™,
visitors canme visitors gather many,
J’ do CT. cl D% J" CA- Y*
not see youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie one
L CLCo.
classifier arrive.
T" T- T" t- t',
visitors canme visitors gather everyone,
J’ Jdo CT. cl D% J" CA- Y*
not see youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie one
L T-.

classifier cone.
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Ca Do ds CA- T. I" Ls J" L D°,
connector cousin Bang-ndlie all around observe,

D° CT. clf D% J' CA- C. J.
observe youth cousin Mang-shi-ndlie thus did

3

J,
st and,
j cTeccr T T T, "
stand Ndu-nzhi | and the outside market.
3" Ca. I CT. cJte D% J" CA-

good connector the youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie

Y* L T.
one classifier only.

CT. Ccl D% J CA- T. 1" Ls J"Cw D%,
youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie all around observe,

D° Ca Ca Do Js CA. Y"
observe thus connector cousin Bang-ndlie one

L 3" T.
classifier good only.

Ca Do Jds CA- C™,
connector cousin Bang-ndlie grieved,

C'” CT. clf D% J' CA- T J’
grieved youth cousin Mang-shi-ndlie reply not

T".
get.
CT. cl D% J" CA- C',
youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie grieved,
C'” Ca Do Ls CA- T" J’
grieved connector cousin Bang-ndlie get not
1.
arrange.
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L. s T J L L LD,
but did get fled goi ng,

8 3
du to T CT?® T CC~ Y I 1
went reach mddle land N iao-a-bang the valley
CT.
| ong.
Ca Do Js CA. T. L" L, J' L~ DF,

connector cousin Bang-ndlie all around observe,

D° CT. cJ D° J° CA- T" Lo I L.
observe youth cousin Mang-shi-ndlie wear collar

C'° T
gown broken.

Ca Do Js CA- JY

connector cousin Bang-ndlie collected,

J cT, [+ CI. § L. S
collected pull silk pull yarn able cone sew,

S< C-[u CJq 33 Jr CA: Tn Lo T_ LII Ew.

sew youth cousin Mang-shi-ndlie wear collar gown

CT. Ccl D% J CA- T. I" Ls J"Cw D%,
youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie all around observe,

D° Ca Do Js CA. T Lo o
observe connector cousin Bang-ndlie wear |ace

]!II TU.
sandal br oken.

CT. cl D° J° CA- J" Co,
youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie collected thus,

J" C. Ca T, DO° CT.
collected thus connector pull henp pul

T C. J. S,
stranded henp thus did tw st,
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S T" Ca Do Jds CA-
twi st get connector cousin Bang-ndlie

Ca lo- i

connector |ace sandal.
Ca Do Js CA- Ca 1" T,
connector cousin Bang-ndlie thus Iike,
T 1"JCk A CL L’ C..
t he needle lost mdst ashes thus.
CT. cl D% J CA- Ca 1" T,
youth cousin Mng-shi-ndlie thus IiKke,
T AT c™ Jda CTe.
star situated yonder sky.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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Concerning cousin Bang-ndlie and the youth,
cousin Mang-shi-ndlie.

Singer not recorded.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 16, pagel3).

Line 39. Twice in this line and twice in line 44 the Miao text has T instead of CJT. for

“to pull”.
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Cdn» 1. ™ V. C'” ct’ Az 3.
song which nother father grieve daughter strength.

3

C T- P T- L™,
sheath knife the knife fits,

Cdn ™ Cro Ca tF T° e Lo Ca d.
girl nother father land snooth connector easy

Cre.
l'ife.
Can» (o el Ca T Y" J- D’
girl reside girl connector butt water no need
c™ As 3, T-.
not her strength carry.
G
Ca» ™ J 3" £,
girl nother arise well nove,
S S
5 JJrJcr to CTv T
arise and go reach butt.
Cj" Cnc YII _I_nc YII 3- Jr ]-75 J“_
girl nother tears began fall.
3
Ca» (G v cT T Jo D T 3
girl reside girl loft corn no need strength
T
pound.
S S
Ca» " J 1y to CTv C™

girl father arise and go reach plot of.land.

Can» " Ye+<y'> JI1” CAo
girl father tears began drip.
10 CJ - ctr T I T.  TUUCO

girl nmother sought get basin corn to eat,

- 3
b " v 1" cT’ v L< CTv 1.
gave for girl father seek girl gone in valley.
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Ju 1o Ca. 1" T, C" 71" Js.
went nmeet connector the swal | ows.

Can» " J" L [n,
girl father spoke,

n

Toe Jn Jdo G - T- A C.
query you see young wonan snart cone to here.

dn Ta G t° " D IR P
connector say young woman smart we did see.

CJe Ct° Ta Lo 1" PR L. do.
smal|l boat crossed cone we did also see.

o4 Coy L’ cl» A TJ T,
we saw here one classifier girl sonme one wear,

CT. 38 3nc ct 3. Ta,
wear rmanner well fashioned cross,

Ta C Yo 15y Ta Coe cT
cross here one pool water <cross shallow side

L" D,
goi ng,
JA] T°T Cne,
neck all silver,
Ca. L"rr 1T T CJd.
connector head all silk.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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Song of parents grieving the loss of their daughter’s strength.

Singer not recorded.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 28, page 28).
Line 12. The expression 1" T is written 1" To in the Miao manuscript.

Line 16. The word for “boat”, CJ° is incorrectly written Go in the Miao text.
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M338
L2 1. CT. C® CT.

of old expressions which to separate wife to separate

v ASTe
husband nake agreenent.

10

1" Y L. Ta 1. " Y L
sending old nen. say that sending two classifier

T Aw L= du. Ju CLCa A° SP T3,
cow herds go. go arrive other famly finish

A [ C1 T° Y G T > L
famly lord house open nouth ask say, you two

T« C’ T, 'a L’ Y™ Ly
ina hurry business what. two classifier old nen

1., Yy v T« TJ, Y L C.
say, we two not in a hurry whatever, we two thus
i r ¢ ¢ 3

road wait for for that reason horse vegetable

tu. ( C T® ¢ C

grow. (road wait for for that reason horse

3“ +< En -In ]U Y— An
vegetable grow thus says that tw famlies

C" 1o D- c C 1
marriage cause have business for this reason we

T-. )
cone.)
As C CI- 1. Ce, ¢ Y A

famly lord house then asks, so then the man

dn 1. L" L%, Y L Y L T
plural says how two classifier old nen reply

T, Y L T- C, ) A° Y L
say, we two cone thus not true we two
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T 1" A? 1 1 ce C
final particle. devil sends snake for that reason

1" Ce Ao A T C cl- 1",
snake enters go to people house exclamation.

C - . G, ¢ Y A .
|l ord house again asks, so then the man plural

-In Ln Erk Y— Lb Y— L|| -In, Jn T_
says how. two classifier old nen say, we cone

L., Tw CI.  S™ cT. LY. [ T
thus query wth heart thought then. 1lord house

T. C., C Y™ As b} 1. L"C% Y
again asks, so then the man plural says how two

Lb Y_ L|| -In, Y_ Aq Dn -In ]U
classifier old nmen say, the man plural says that

[ A < L A > LY. (Y
reach to one bag wheat one bag barley then. (one

'C® J" 1. Y° T. A%, Yy 'c®
bag wheat is one classifier sheep, one bag
5 1, Y T, ) CL. L 1%
barley is one classifier goat.) wth the plum

¢t. @3% 1. [ ) >° A TNC T
green. (plum is wne) not correct this alone

T T" 1°C cC 2% T. T
final particle, the principle this did suit for
ooy A C T T- T

us two famlies this to keep cone final particle

T T" CA=T" T C CTe 1"
suit for world people to keep exclamation.

C a1 T T° T, > L d. L
lord house then replies says, you two go thus

DL 1T T” Y A b 1°, A
you two tell the man plural exclamation, want
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J ' ) A Y 'C® Y CL.
seven bags wheat barley, want two bags oats

Cro. (Y CC-: 1. A Y T, Cw.)
so it is. (oats is want two classifier cows.)
Y L® YL 1., Y, YL L.,

two classifier old nen say, ee, we two thus,

Y L b T n L’ T
we two not reply your words final particle

7" YL L'D L D, L T

exclamation. we two sinply carry your words only.

C ¢l T, O T D, C.
| ord house says, do answer exclanmation, |ook to

oL T Cro.
you two only so it is.

3" ¢ 1T CT.Ll.e T A Ve
good horse not saddled not go to Sichuan,

3" C~ 1" A”L T T A " T
good ox nhot yoked not go to Zhaotung.

y" CA- " 1'T  CAs,
water flows from above flows,

Y" ct'r J- J°Y",
water rushing sound there is spring of water.

% CT. cs A Lo t.
husband divorce wife want nine «classifier

C-. C" CT. Y A Cn
|ivestock. w fe divorce husband want nine

+_ +||. Er\. +_ E:
classifier garnments. nine classifier |ivestock
Y™ T. Cn T" Y T.Y A

two classifier cows for nother and father-in-Iaw,

-[b D' Jb Tu Aa E7r
then there are five classifier sheep goats
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T'™. Y" T A° C'- So S°
as well. one classifier sheep goat reckon give
Vb Y_ TI Y_ A< LII Jnc. Yn Tu
to grand parents-in-law theirs. one «classifier
Se s°  C Y L. 1. X LS L o
reckon give here old folk theirs. Mao principle
CLa Ts CLa Ts. . ¢ 1 1T
arrive finish arrive finish. you wear ny skin
A%, ] ¢ 0. 1T C. A T
sheep, | wear your skin goat. ratify agreenent
L* 1. Ta,
words which say,
Ao Jo " L Tre,
yi-xiu wupon road snooth,
n 8
e Jo T" C C'.
fu-xiu wupon road bright.
Ao Jv S T® 1. t',
yi-xiu resenble pan-pipe which blow,
e Jo S T® 1. Ca lo-.
fu-xiu resenble pan-pipe which connector suck.
n <
Yy T C. S- C C’ T-  T°CTy,
before thus resenble Ilight bright cone south,
'3° € S- C I T- T CTw
today resenble |light «cloudy conme north.
Y L’ B t< 1" ts,
two classifier fists rest not able,
T 1o Y L rroT 1T,
do not cause two classifier fists get pushing.
Y L’ 1T 7T° ts 1" ',
two classifier fists rest not hold,
T 1o Y L rroT 1 T
do not cause two classifier fists get pressing.
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T> 'D° C C° cr 1o Ca
from today allow fish cause arrive at
C° el Jo Ca CT-.
allow girl cause arrive at separate.
L T Ts Ts, T b L
words said done finish, exchange the
T, 7T ct C. 1 T’
say, whoever overturn thus enter hole
L" T, Ts.
pl oughshare finish

M338TX
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M338
Old procedures followed in settling cases of divorce.

Contributed by Wang Ming-ji.
Notes.
This material is recorded in Document C (no.5, page 5).

Line 22. The words E CJ- T. T" 7. have been added to the text to make it clear who

was speaking, and in lines 24 —25 Y~ L> Y~ L. T. have been added for the same reason.
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M339

Yy D" Y L. dn t 35 3™ Y L.
Mao old folk plural every tradition of old.

(Y") L’ 1. Ta Caw C® CT. re.
(one) words which say girl wfe youth separated.

1 C Vv y" L> TN
if that wfe husband one classifier not want

Y L Ts, A " 1. Y™ L.
one classifier finish, need send cause ol der

T C c™ 1" CT® CT. Y S° J'™
people situated between wth tw sides both

L, A 17" L. Y  t.CT  §°
talk, ratify agreenent cone mnake wtness away,

5 c’ Y La Su. C* S° Y" T 1. L°
matter presently end. wfe side one speaker

s’ T- Tn, Y Ac dn " Iy b
first conme say, the man plural sent us two

T Ao L C Lo Y Lo L© T
cow herds this <carry one classifier word cone

n

CTo > L. A > CT' Y T'CL.L
with you talk. want you seek two travellers
c 1" CTS. Y Ve TN Yo L <
situated between. but is not we two business,

10 Y 1 1" AP 1 c T J1°CP 'a
because devil sends snake then snake nekes
1 A D, ca-. vV S Y T L

enter go to your house. husband side one speaker

T Tn, Y Ac dn " Jo D. Y L°
reply says, the man plural sent cause you two
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T, Tee A 1o T? Y Ts
cone, query want cause bottom nmake cone out

Ct'" L. A 1. Y CLC~ 3 CT,
conclusion or want cause nouth store wth

L.. C® S° Y* 1 7.1 T Ta,
exclamation. wfe side one speaker reply says,

1 T C™ Cre L T- C® L. .
we only just bring word cone |lay before you

T_, Cu /'\ 3” -In 3” Jn -In Cnc
as yet, matter wll be good not good we not yet
L S 7 Y T L L
talk yet. husband side one speaker reply says,
cC® 2. Y L S’ Jdv  CTo Y A D
trouble you two return go wth the man plural

Tn, T A 1. p) cTe L L A
say, query want cause barley travel road or want
Jo Y CLC- CTe 1° C., T. T- 1.TI7 I
cause oats travel path thus, then cone tell us
1. (3 PR C~, Y CL. 1.
exclamation. (barley is saying cow, oats is

T, A® ) Y L ¢c IL Ts,
saying sheep goat). nmake |like this talk finish,
T. To [~ Cu, T T. T°C" 1. 1+,

then fix tinme, then fix place which gather

u

1L T'™. te L[ Cu T, IR L YA
talk as well. reach time finish, all gather at
" 1. T, [ Y s? 1.

place which fixed conpleted the}e. side which

A. T 1. L0 8 C L" T di T,
at fault speaker first pass ploughshare go say,

Y L. C Yo L, 1, CTe C
old folk here old folk who travelled road,
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L T. C L T. 1. Y T
pl oughshare here ploughshare which makes crops,

30 Y L C Y L. 1. TS,

old folk here old folk who argued together,
S cT T 1. 1. T L" T,
argue noise forbid cause enter hole ploughshare,

L cT T 1. d Y cC” L" T..
word noise forbid cause enter nouth ploughshare.

s? . > [ T.U t T,
side which has right speaker receives says,

Y L. C Y L. 1. TS,
old folk here old folk who argued together,

35 1 S cT T 1. T L" T,
cause argue noise forbid enter hole ploughshare

T
at all,

1 L ct’ C. T 1y cc”
cause word tunult thus forbid enter nouth

L" T. T"
pl oughshare at all

C° cr 1o C. Y",
allow fish cause arrive at water,

C° v Jo Cn CTn.
allow girl cause arrive at separate.

Y K 1 Y L. A T
(two) words which old folk ratify agreenent.

n

An Jv T" C Tre,
yi-xiu wupon road snooth,
n 8
40 e Jo T" C C’,

fu-xiu wupon road bright,

M339TX 55



45

50

55

(An I, e Jo 1. Y Ce cT ct,
(yi-xiu, fu-xiu are two kinds aninmals nanes,
Y" tr C T te r Le. )
one persist by reason of not able part gone.)
AV B S T® 1. Ca t',
yi-xiu |ike pan-pipe which connector blow,

r Jo B S T® 1. Ca lo-.
fu-xiu |ike pan-pipe which connector suck.

S C T~ T- T°CTy,

increase light fine conme south,

s™ C J T- T CTe

increase light cloudy cone north.

Y L’ 1T t< 1" ts,

two classifier fists rest not able,

T 1o Y L rTooT™ 1T
do not cause two classifier fists get pushing.
Y L’ B t< 1" t',

two classifier fists rest not hold,

T 1 Y L rToT 1 T.
do not cause two classifier fists get pressing.
X L Ca L" 1" T,

wld clematis as big as thus its carrier,

Cnc 3_ Cnc J”I J”.

each person has each person cooking pot.

cT" ts C, ct" 37,

tree stands thus shade shelter,

Cnc 3_ Cnc Y_ E,D.

each person has each person worry.

. CI 1 1T A,

you wear ny skin sheep,

1 ¢ L. 1T Cr

| wear your skin goat.
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) T b .

(three) tie cord long life.

Ctr 1" Ca Cro o T,
spirit world uses rope copper
Ctr 1" Ca T 7 T
spirit world tie not get.

I [e b s 1 T T
| use rope yarn | tie get,

60 T 1. c™ t'™ Cre 1 Jan.
tie cause live thousand ages hundred years.
cC"  CTv 1 T T cT.,
clinmb sky | take hold of foot pull down,
T, T 1 T AT A°.
go hole | take hold of hair head pull up.

(A" L 1. N O

(four) words which shave head.

Y A T- toc T,
the man conmes cold |and,
. C’ Lo te L
did shave cone cold town.

65 T_ E! E! Lﬂ rll,
cone shaving heads,

C’ s? s N e Ce I

shave away cause |live thousand ages hundred
Jnu.
years.

A< L" I CA> CLCa,

change head bal d,

SD S: Y_ A< j“I Jn T<.

like the man boots |eather.
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(J» 'C 1" T".
(five) wearing bangle copper.
Ctr 1" Ca Cre o ",
spirit world uses rope iron,
70 Ctr 1" Ca i R T".
spirit world tie not get.
ﬁ EHO I_o_ TII i ]-7I T“’
| use rope copper | tie get,
T Jo c™ 1™ Coe d Jan.
tie cause live thousand ages hundred years.
T" T J Ts JcT,
tie cause life run Ilife long
1" - D° Ct° Ca S- o T".
not have sickness thus |ike rope copper.
Ay T K 3, J. CL. T”C 1. L[ ()
(six) head words which go wth people say way (1)
75 3 C~ 1" A°L T T A ° T,
good ox not yoked not go to Zhaotung,
3" 1 CTCle T A Ve
good horse not saddled not go to Sichuan.
TC AL T ¢ T T T 1,
peopl e yoke ox not pull not sent,
TC CT.Ll. C 7T L 1T .
people saddle horse not <carry not sent.
3" C~ Ca cC™ L'~ o C* C°T"
good ox thus fears take rope lead put into
Y CJ°,
nose,
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80 3" C C, cC™ C'n o s" C°T"
good horse thus fears take rope bridle put into
Y' CEnu
nout h.
J%) r L’ 1. Ju CTo T C 1a C (2)
(seven) head words which go wth people say way (2)
3" T C 1" CL T- A n,
good people not |ike come go to you,
3" TC 1" (L CT. L 1. L,
good people not Ilike wth others say way,
Y v ] T" A 1T T T 1,
but | officially sent not cone not sent,
¢ 1 T CLa C.
today | conme arrive here.
3
85 cC'T" 3" 1" A° Ca 3" lo,
meet with good spirit thus good worship,
cC" 1" 3" T C C, 3" Ta L°.
neet wwth good people thus good speak words.
(A) K 71 CTr " CTr V.
(eight) words which separate wfe separate husband.
Ca Jde J- C, Ao T? ts,
connector worman had thus entered bottom bed,
Ca Jde J- T" I C™ J1° J T,
connector wonman has get great horn weave earth,
I C~ A. L° A..
great fat as bear.
) <
90 Ca A< J- C, 1 T CL,
connector man had thus entered hole partition,
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(C~)

(nine) Mao

Ca

Ac D- T L" ] 7 CTe  CTv,

connector man has get trained horn weave sky,

L" ]

o

A, L C

trained fat as tiger

Y- 'o" 1" Y J’ r L* Jo

occasion nake offering head words which

Y A°.
make spirits.

95

100

Jnll
year

13

¢ C Coe C Ju

this bad tinme bad year

T< 3_ C+|| r,

flowers canme out not conplete top,

r

.l.
fruit

Jo
wonman

Tnc
query

Cs
you
has
C-

you

hés

1" D Ct. .
fruited not conplete hang down.

As A Cr A T
man want eat want drink.
Ln En _|_1r j”’\ -[D _|_1r
thus banboo strips face down banboo strips
1" C.
face up.
TT. W C,

who father this,

" L C’ L~  L[. JCJ,
used thus inpatience full thus life pig,
TT. C* C,

who nother this,

" L. £’ L™ L. J T
used thus inpatience full thus |I|ife chicken.
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(dw)

LU ]U Y— A< +U Du +r.

(ten) words which man zu-nmu intones.

105

110

115

T" C. 1'° J' CT. CAr,
for thus whether inside wthin,

A 1 i JTCT. T..
want enfold whether outside w thout.

A T A. L. J%,
want posterity spread,

E: +|| Co CTo Jr TU
cattle together graze to and fro all round

Jm, Jm.
m xed, m xed.

A 1o A3 - T 1 CT,,
want cause sheep goats the flocks,

S CT C. L" 1%,
i ke r oebuck,
Cw CAr J" JTA°,

eat |eaves <collect banboo shoots,

\& Ls Te T" JJ T
exclamation gone nountains get all round

an, an.
m xed, m xed.

A Cw C T C
want COWsS hor ses great,

S ' Lo D" J,,
i ke deer,

Lo CL. 3 JI T C..
cone outside all round thus.

an, an.
m xed, m xed.
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(J. Y" cd» i A Y A°® Ts CLC.
(el even) song which Mao nake spirit finish conplete

| Lo S° 1" A°,
sing cone escort spirits.

J% In I'T L C* o T CJ,
stretch out your hand conme lead your pig,

J' D, T CP L 4 dn I T,
stretch out your arm cone enfold your chicken

s CT. D" C'™ ™ C'™ 12,
did pull vyour place sitting place sleeping,
L< Dn Cj- J7_ T7n T_ +nc Enc'

gone your house fir wood planks conpleted.
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M339
Ancient traditions of the Miao old folk.

Supplied by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F (page 32).

In grouping the items in this collection of incantations according to subject matter, it proved
necessary to make two alterations to Yang Yung-xin’s order. First, the items numbered 6, 7
and 8 in the present arrangement appear as numbers 7, 8 and 6 in Document F. Second, the
penultimate item in Document F is, in fact, two separate pieces. Each is given its own
heading, and, beyond the fact that they both concern the worship of ancestors, they are quite
independent of one another. In these circumstances it seemed sensible to treat this entry as
two separate items, and renumber them accordingly. Thus numbers 9 and 10 in Document F
become 9, 10 and 11 in the present transcription.

Line 37. The words CJ*, “fish”, and Y", “water”, are transposed in the Miao text.

Line 61. Between this and the previous line the Miao text inserts, A« L" '™ CA. CL.
which means, “making the head bald”. This is a line from the next incantation picked up
here by mistake.

Line 106. The exhortation, Ja, Jas, means literally “mixed, mixed”, and is repeated in
lines 110 and 114. It refers to the token offering about to be made consisting of rice, meat
and wine. The significance of the exhortation is, “All is prepared”, hence the paraphrase in
translation, “It is ready! It is ready!”
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M341

Cdn» 1. cc™ Y L. 1. As L' [,
song which renenber old folk 1. Yang Zhi sang.
e J° L" to T,
man sleeps coffin earth,
Ca 1. Jde 1’ L" tec 'D°.
thus was woman sleeps coffin night.
T Do 3" cT" t< CT. Tee,
woul d that good tree stood edge plain,
T“ DU jU CT“ ]-_ LII T,_ -l-q TII.
would that was tree old m ght not able fall
5 A J° ts Lo Ta Co,
man sleep able conme speak thus,
Ca 1. CcT" T L. T. C'" Lo,
thus was tree old again spring to life,
T, p) cTe I C” T- T 1z,
cause bees flying to an fro conme drink flowers,
C° P cTe cTe 1" C” T-
allow cause wld bees flying to and fro cone
1. C'.
drink sap.
T" D 1. L" T L. J’ ts T,
would that is old folk not able die,
10 A< JD Ln +nc +< Lo -In En.
man sleeps coffin able cone speak thus.
Eo jo Ln T_ LII -I:b J< A<,
allow cause old folk again born anew,
C° Jo c™ 1" Cu T" L Jan.
allow cause Ilive thousand age get hundred vyears.
[ . L TA T L[ CA,

allow cause children get way hide,

M341TX

64



15

C° 1.
al |l ow cause
C° 1.
all ow cause
J% T"
spread the
s.  +T T,
i ke seed
s.  +T T,
i ke seed

TAT T T L 3~
descendants get way cling.

T AT L te Lo J%,
descendants able conme spread,
1" CT. S,
clans Iike,

+" CT. 'D°,

wild clemti s,

" CC" CT".
tree-creeper.

Ca 1" >, CT..

t hus ended.
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M341
Songs remembering the old folk. 1.

Sung by Yang Zhi.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document E (no. 16, page 39).
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M342

@l 1 cC® Y L. 2 Ty 1)
song which renenber old folk. 2. Pan Xie sang.
Jo 3" cr c™ 3" Y".
cause good fish live good water.
cT' T te cT' T L™
har dwood tree stand hardwood tree place.
1> c Jo 1Y t..
father |ives cause gathering place.
T Do 1. Lu c™ L. L. Ss,
would that is old lived then old Iike,
5 S Ca A P T 1 GG,
| i ke connector one nother hen brood little ones,
J L Jo An T" L AP V. G G..
not allow cause hawk scoop up little ones.
1> c™ Jo 1Y t..
father |ives cause gathering place.
T Do 1. Lu c™ L. L. Y,
would that is old lived then old becone,
Y Ca Ca I'T, T ™ Yo Jd.
beconme thus connector one the nother duck brood
G G,
little ones,
10 J C* Jo AT LA T [w G G..
not allow cause hawk get take Ilittle ones.
1> c Jo 1Y t..
father |ives cause gathering place.
T" D 1, L. c™ L. L Y,
would that is old Ilived then old becone,
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Y Ca Ca re cT" ct" 3°
become thus connector <classifier tree protecting

ts 1" 12,

stand top ridge,
cT" ct 3 CTo Ts s,
tree protecting with put forth blossom
[ CT°T"D [~ Ch 1s.
receive bees take suck blossom
1> c™ Jo 1Y t..
father |ives cause gathering place.
T Do 1, L. c™ L. L. Y,
would that is old Ilived then old becone,
Y Ca re cT" ct 3

become connector classifier tree protecting

te 1" A,
stand top pass,

cT" ct" 3° CT. T C'",

tree protecting wth put forth sap,

[ CT°T" D CT» T .

receive bees go drink sap.

1> c Jo 1Y t..

father |ives cause gathering place.

T D 1, L c™ L. L Ss,
would that is old lived then old Iike,
S Ca I+ VvV T. CL te CT.

|i ke connector one rock firm stand m dst

[ LT"A. [ CA  Ct C..
receive children place hide shade thus.
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M342
Song remembering the old folk. 2.

Sung by Pan Xie.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document C (no. 8, page 8) and Document E (no. 16, page, 39)
Lines 4, 6 and 12. The word J. is missing in Document C.

Line 6. Document E omits the word A°.

Line 13. The expression Ct° 3°, “protecting”, is omitted in Document C.

Lines 22 and 23. Document E reads Y, “became”, instead of S-, “like”.
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Cdn»

M343

1. cCc™ Y L. 3. T.t7 |

song which renenber old folk. 3. Tao Zi-gai sang.

10

A3 J1° ts A3 L" r,
sheep horns stand sheep head,

As 1y C As LT
sheep horns not heavy sheep head.

T" Dy 1o de 1" ™ A« [ 1" 1 C™,
would that is woman nother nman father 1|ive,
S 3" ct 3 t< CT. Tre,

| i ke grove protecting standing mdst plain,

te " LT A CI. CA Ct
standing for children wth hide shade.

Cw 1° +< C~ L" I,
cow horns stand cow head,
g
Cw J1° J "C C~ L" T,
cow horns not heavy cow head.
T" Dy 1o de 1" C™ A« [ 1" 1+ C™,
would that is woman nother nman father 1|ive,
Ss CC> VvV’ CC* + +< 1" T",

i ke way mar ks standing top nountain,

n

1< T LT A T L T- Co.
standing for children get way cone thus.
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M343
Songs remembering the old folk. 3.

Sung by Tao Zi-gai.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document E (no. 16, page 40).

Lines 3 and 4. These lines in the first stanza and lines 8 and 9 in the second stanza, as they

are written in the Miao text, are run together without any punctuation, and the word C™,
“living” does not occur. In all the other songs in this group the movement of thought is
expressed in three steps.

Step 1. “Would that the old folk” or “grandfather” or “the parents” etc.

Step 2. “had not died” or “were still living” or * could be born again” etc.

Step 3 “then they would resemble a great tree” or “a great rock” or “a tree in blossom
yielding honey” etc

In the Miao text of the present song the essential second step has been lost. Fortunately it

can be easily be restored simply by adding the single word C™, at the end of lines 4 and 9.
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M344

Cdn» 1. cc™ Y L. 4. Uo J° J™ |,
song which renenber old folk. 4. Wang Shu-xing sang.

LT A 1™ L" T L. T- Y J,

children call old folk conme what,

| L" T L. T- T C,

call old folk cone drink w ne,

Ln T_ LII T' C-[U Tb.

old folk come after.

LT A 1™ L" T L T Y J,

children call old folk come what,
5 | L" T~ L. T- Cu cT,

call old folk cone eat neat,

L" T~ L. T- to YO T,

old folk cone follow ng.

T D 1. L" T° L. T ts A°,
would that is old folk mght not able disappear,
L" T L. s. cc TIT" L. Cl 3.
old folk |ike nother hen thus cover guard.
T" D 1. L" T L. T" t< L,

would that is old folk mght not able old,

10 L" T~ L. Ss c™ TI'1T" C. Clo T
old folk |ike nother hen thus cover son.
T Do 1. L" T° L. T ts L.,
would that is old folk mght not able old,
T" Jo L" T° L. S re cTt 3
get cause old folk like classifier tree protect
ts CT. Tre,

stand mdst plain,

1. LTA. T L[ 2. CA Ct
cause children get way go hide shade.
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T" D 1, L" T L. T" t< A°,
would that is old folk mght not able disappear,

T Jo L" T° L. S V> A" L CC c™
get cause old folk Iike great black rock situated
" 12,
top ridge,
1. LTA T L D2 CT"

cause children get way go cover.

T" D 1, L" T L. T" ts L,
would that is old folk mght not able old,

U

L" T~ L. Ss + L" Go 1 To D,
old folk like cliff forest <cliff wait for bees,
Ss + L" Go + To CT® C..

like cliff forest cliff wait for wld bees thus.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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M344
Songs remembering the old folk. 4.

Sung by Wang Shu-xing.
Notes.
This song is recorded in Document E (no. 16, page 40).
Lines 1 —5. See the introduction. In the Miao text these lines read as follows,
L"T L I LT AT Y J,

ns

™ LT A T- T C,
LT A T- CTv T°.

" T L. I™LT AT Y J,
™ LT A T- Cv CT.

Line 6. This line is missing in the Miao text.
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