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M301

35 3™ Y Lu 1. Yy Y o
method of old which arrange narriage.

Uoe Do L° s".
Wang Mng-ji wote.

1. Y T A Y
begin nmake approach. necessary nmake

A” ]II _I_r T”_
four tinmes approach.

Y " T, i '’ 1. Y Co
make approach, thirteen days is one tine

1. Y
whi ch  make
T Yy L ¢ 1., Y I r
approach. do like this said that, one ba-zhu
o Y
go one
CLCa Y* I 1. i "C”. ™ 7
occasion. one ba-zhu is thirteen days. get not
T" C*
get bride
A Du A" CL..

necessary go four occasions.

1. §° du C.. C® 1o L 1" 1.
first go ask, raise cause others not able.

2. Jv G 1o T L".
go ask cause answer words.

3. v G 1. T" L"
go ask which get words.
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4. DII Eno Crk Ta.
go bring wfe finish

1] n

> \% T- T" Y* cCct C
bring bridegroom conme to one neasure road
Eﬂc’
conpl et ed,
Jo A" L T- Cre Ch, .
cause friends conme fetch bride. if bri de
Eu Du,
willing go,
™ Ve L L. > T \
nother father also wlling give to bridegroom
Y L"
make |ike
C V. 1 f CLa 1. CT. O

this at home send bridesmaids cause wth go

n

T" 1, Y L. du Cro C* Y,
when young nmen go fetch bride at that tine,

D_
there are
v 3° T-  CJs C T T-

girls village come help bride hold back cone.
c™ V.
not her fat her
el Y ¢ T . Coo.
sisters-in-law brothers not take notice so it is.

VnC Eno
but fetch
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C* - Y* L Y L. CTo
bride there is one classifier older person wth

Lb
t he
& C, \ T .
bride thus bridegroom take hold of conpleted.
jn _I_nc
prepare
CEnu 3“ Ta, Crk E_ EU Du,
bridesmaids well finish, bride if wlling go,
oy
all one
T S’ Lo Cn vV Ts,

conpany return cone eat food finish

Yn +|| L<
one conpany gone

TE. Crk E_ -In Eu DII +r -I-r :I-u
finish. bride if not wlling go the mddleman

" C T L $°  Ta
to this break words away finish

T C1" C'" A J® L>.
young wonen marriage require seven persons.

A 1°
require five

L T" C1", Y* L
classifier young wonen, one classifier

Y— J° E!II’
matron marri age,

M301TX
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A L> C T C. D-

require the bride as ﬁell. t hus there are
J's L.
seven classifier.
Yy ¢ C' A ik L’
young nen marriage, require five classifier,
T. Y*
then one
1" L+, % L> 1. [+,

ol der man, one person who is head nman,

Y* L 1,
one person who is

V. T T- - T-

nephew the person cone cattle. conme cattle

1, V. An C'™.
which are from famly marriage.

1 CT'.. Y C'" A
say clearly. Mking narriage require

s’ du Y C*
first go make wfe
L" 1, Y Jou L. Y S° c™
about two years gone. two sides nother
T - Ca
all have thus
1 T Toc Y C'. Y C"
equal true nmke narriage. nake nmarriage
b Y"
give one
T Cr, J’ Tu C'r,

classifier cow, five classifier goats,

M301TX
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Y* T, cd.
one classifier pig.
v C. A t J T, C-.
but only require total seven classifier cattle.
c® 1 A yooovn L’ C'*
bride hers require nmke one classifier gown
7 [=
bri degroom new.
L Y U P 4 c* L Ts v
the gown this, go nmake bride gone finish but
A s'
require return
Lo c™ V. cl- Y du,
cone nother father house mnake go,
T Le So C°
presently reckon gown
7 L™= CT" T 1. A
bri degroom new. cloth mddleman is required
An T C™
famly giving
T D " 1" " 1" Ce o, T
son give for the mddleman convey go for
An T C™
famly giving
ct’ i S > T Y L A® cT"
daught er knot take cloth enbroidery cloth
L= Y L v [ [
red nake gown bridegroom new so it is.
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M301
Arranging marriages according to the old customs.

Written by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes

This material is in Document B (no. 7, page 32) and in notes following Document B (no.
12, page 37). The style is simple Miao prose as spoken today. The writer carefully avoided
using any loan words from Chinese.
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Ca
t he

Uoe

M302

Jde Jds e Js L" 1.
wonman Bang nan Bang-1li-byu.
Dne En SII.

Wang Mng-ji wote.

10

" CTv 1" cr? Ca 1" Lo,
from sky scattered nmaterial arrived sphere,

T Ca Jde Jds Ca Lo c™.

for the wonman Bang thus cone live.

J™ T i Ca L. V.,
weave earth scattered material arrived ridges,
-[,” A< J3 Ln JD En Lo +||.

for man Bang-li-byu thus cone dwell.

Jon C ts Lo 1",

year this able cone know,

1" . I 15 by ",
know the woman Bang rise mneke nmarriage,

J" A< Js L" I° L" 1o 1°,
know man Bang-li-byu about begin wedding,
G L" 4 J. J1"L> T°T" L% D, Y
they about begin cause the son go nake
Ch,
bri de.

L' "L TT A G Cne Lu c
took the daughter girl adult remain

Cos A®.
|l earn spirits.

Jou C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,
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15

20

1" C. Jo e J te 3
know the wonan Bang rise build house,

1" Ao Js L0 ] t.  C.

know man Bang-li-byu rise build hone.

1. e TTO. 6 Cels J. CT T
cause the daughter girl adult go fell trees,
Jo "L TTT G Coc Lu Du I

cause the daughter girl adult go drag in

cT".
trees.

[ CC" T° Lo CTe Tre,
drag in posts cone below plain,

I ’I CEn /\b Lo Jn A<.
drag in rafters cone above pass.

L TT . G Cne Lu ',
the daughter girl adult dragged in,

I Cr~ d. Y J cT" Lo CLCw
dragged in nine ten various trees cone arrive

Ts,
finish,

A, Ca 1 Tu Ca
except connector three classifier connector

J" CL% CT, da 1.
straight wth above ridge.

Ca. Y Ca. I Cc® L. Ca.
connector mmke connector the bride so connector

Lo,
cone,
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e T Y Ca I ch

t he son make connector the bride
J t< Lo.
not able cone.
e TTT LY Y v T T s’
t he son make bride then return cone back
Lo to,
cone reach
1o "L T°T°C® L"D. D I cT",
cause the son going go drag in trees,
7 Ca. +" T, CC"T° CC

drag in connector three <classifier beans beans

Jr CErk C-[o CEnu Ta.
straight wth arrive finish

Jo "L TTT G Coc Lu Du C® cT".
cause the daughter girl adult go erect trees.

DII Ea E“‘ jll Y_ Jr CT“ CEP T3
went erect nine ten various trees stand done

Ts.
finish.

A, Ca 1" T, cC"T° Cr”
except connector three classifier beans beans

J" CL% CLCs> J’ T".

straight stand not get.

L TT LY 4 TT7T 6. 3 L CcJe,
t he son nursi ng baby well encircled arm
J's T CTo D Lo,

raised hand with go erect,

M302TX



30

35

40

Lo 1"
erected three cl
cc’ Ts
stand done
Jou C t<
year this able
1" C. de
know the wonan
1" A< Js L°
know man Bang-|
C° 1. 1" L
all ow cause the
C".
bri de.
1o e TIT
cause the son
Jou C t<
year this able
1" Ca de
know the wonan
1" A< Js L°
know man Bang-|
"L T T L t’
t he son bui
t'° C. de
built the woman
Ca I
connector th
I Cc31- CA~ 1
the house inside
c~ 1L T'T"LC*
put the son

Tu cC"T* Cr J- CC%
assifier beans beans straight
Ts.
finish.
Lo J",
come know,
s Jou Y cC™,
Bang year nmake nmarriage,
17 Jou Y 1°.
-byu vyear nmake wedding.
T T+ G Coe Lv Du Y
daughter girl adult go nmake
Cs C™ Cn A°.
remain learn spirits.
Lo J",
come know,
JE Jnu +’o C]_,
Bang year build house,
17 Jou t's C’.
-byu vyear build hone.
It
s Ca A< Js L' J°
Bang the man Bang-li-byu
cl-.
e house.
? J" L L™,
in order to put,
5
L™ C? "C.
pl ace hang cross-bow.
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50

I C3l- IT. I J" L L™,
the house outside in order to put,

" 1L T"T" ¢t G Cne Lu C'™ " Ds,
put the daughter girl adult place to henp.

y" te JOAN TP Cn t
water cold not is the thing connector offer

T,
guest s,
3
L TT . G Cne Lu J N I C
the daughter girl adult not is the seed

Cn t .

connector offer marriage.
Y C* C. Jde Jds A< Js L" P L',
why the woman Bang man Bang-li-byu take,
" 1L TT ¢ 6 Celi L t

take the daughter girl adult come offer

E“I_
marri age.

Aw CA A TP F AN TEC L
wild rice wld mllet not is seed plant

CT. Vs,
in garden,
3
'L TTT . G Ce L J AN T L L
the daughter girl adult not is seed plant

CT. CI-.
in house.
T CC. Av  CAn A 1y T

do not waste wild rice wild mllet in

T CLC,,
ground healthy,
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T CCL. 1"L> T° 7" Ct
do not waste the daughter

n

E E”I_
road marri age.

M302TX
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M302
Old Miao songs about marriage. 1.

The Woman Bang and the Man Bang-li-byu.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B (no. 8, page 35).

M302NT
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M303

Vv B [, Une Do L° Su.
bri degroom friends sang. Wang Mng-ji wote.
+ U CA. J' CAr L,
haw horn bl ossom ng |ate,
3" I L. Ju Co cT,
good old folk go eat neat,
J’ T" Ca T J T" cT C'.
not got connector anything toward mneat nmarriage.
Ct. cT CTe CJ Cre Cte Lo T"
slice meat wth pig carry white toward
cT C'.
meat marriage.
5 J’ T" Ca T J T" cT 1°,
not got connector anything toward neat wedding,
Ct. As T" T, T" cT 1°.
slice sheep back toward neat wedding.
do Ca ts Lo S°,
tonorrow able conme away,
A< A ts Lo 1,
man father able cone send,
1" Ca Y L b™ Cr L Ao
send connector two classifier attendants
cJd,
wear i ng,
10 cl C A° L" Du T, 1" T.,

wearing capes black going bearing w ne horns,

b L 2>s™ Te T Cr?,
pour wne clear waiting entrance,

M303TX
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20

n ns

lo C D" 8™ To CT. Ay,
pour wne clear waiting beside door,

Y T C'" i J1° CLa.
make guests marriage guests wedding arrive.

A< 1" t< Lo 1",
man father able come send,

t' Ca Y L° T"S°L"T'Ss

send connector two classifier skilled waiters.

Ca Y L> TS L"T' S CT.
connector two classifier skilled waiters wth

Tb V3
repl eni shed baskets,

T Ve T" Jo CLC«,
repl eni sh baskets do not cause stop,

T T. T Jo.
replenish bows do not rest.

do Ca ts Lo S°,
tomorrow able cone away,

T C™ T J° Cn Ts Ts,
guests nmarriage guests wedding eat done finish,

dn Co CT. Ts Ts.
you eat wth done finish

M303TX
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M303

Old Miao songs about marriage. 2.

Song by the bridegroom'’s friends.

Collected by Wang-ming-ji.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B (no.9, page 34).

M303NT
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M304

cl» 1. Y + 1", Uoe Do LC° Su.
song which nmake match. Wang Mng-ji wote.
8 3
C' CTv C’ CT"
sunshine shine very fine,
3
C' CTv A® A° L" CC™ A® J"J,
sunshine birds black very fly to and fro,
3 >
C' CTv CTr c’ v c™
sunshine brothers brothers-in-law situated
C A"
roads far,
3 B
C' CTv CT c’ v T"
sunshine brothers brothers-in-law get
1" Ca..
cone toget her
5  CT. C )" 8™ T,
fill wne clear share drink,
T C O s~ St
drink w ne clear not enough,
T C C 7° T T
discuss way nmarriage way wedding discuss cause
T".
get.
3 3
C' CTv C’ CT" CT-
sunshine shine very fine,
3
C' CTv A® A° L" CC™ A® J' CLC,,
sunshine birds black very fly all about,

18



10

3 B
C' CTv C To c’ v c™
sunshine brothers brothers-in-law situated
3
r,
wi de,
3 >
C' CTv CTr c’ v T-
sunshi ne brothers brothers-in-law come
J' CLC,
meet together.
cT. L >s* Jr 1,
fill wine clear share drink,
4 -
T, C " 8™ Tu 1" I,
drink wine <clear drink not Ilimt,
T C C'™ C 7° T
discuss way narriage way wedding discuss
1. cT.
cause pl ease.

M304TX
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M304
Old Miao songs about marriage. 3.

A match-making song.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B (no. 10, page 35).

3
Line 3. In the Miao text the initial L’ CTv, “in the sunshine”, is missing.

Line 4. In the manuscript this line is written twice, for no apparent reason.

Line 9. Following this line the manuscript repeats line 3.

M304NT
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Cdn»

M305
1, t $ T 3" ot

song which arrange for mddlenman arrange for headnman.

Uoe

Dne En SII-

Wang M ng-ji  wote.

10

TJ (T 1 T
who with arrange for m ddleman,

A< A " 2 Sl
man father arrange for m ddl eman.

TJ T t [+,
who with arrange for headman,

A It t [t
man father arrange for headnman.

.I.r Jn Lb Tu _I_r :I-u
arrange for the person m ddl eman

s I R [+,

and the person headman,

C° 1o 3. Y* t" J°,
allow cause sit one top place because,
J’ A< 1 1 C= G J5s.
because man father [livestock multiply.
A 1Tt L 1,

man father able conme clear,
-'I _I_n Ev: Enc Y- Jr,
clear place of honour conpleted for whom

EFIC -[HI Jn Lb TU _I_r ]-II En.
conpleted for the person mddlenman thus.
A TH L T,

man father able cone clear,

. T [ Yo U
clear place at head conpleted for whom

M305TX 21
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20

25

[ " re T M+, A
conpleted for the person headman oh.

4. Ca +< Lo S8,
tonmorrow able cone away,
e TYT OrLe 7T+ C. . T
the mddleman the headman thus did take hold of,
T o 1O, Cff Ct’ cC'.
take hold of wonan aunt nane over and over.
3

de i S N T°T° T°LC” 1"L™ 'C Ju
woman aunt took skirts gowns all put on went

to,

neet ,
to re T Tore T [t

neet the person mddleman the person headman.

reT rTrore T M+, CT.
the person mddleman the person headman wth

DII A<,
went took off,

A< Ln ]’n L|| Eo CEn. 3”.
took off all round laid down conpletely well.

de 1" >. L. T" T° T° C,,
woman aunt thus the skirts thus,

Jde 1o T L" J7 L. dn Cre L.
wonman aunt get all round connector carry gone.

i P te Lo S°®,
tonorrow able conme away,

reor o T [+, C.
the person mddlenman the person headnan thus

D T,
did take hold of,

T Jde 1 5. tu tu.
take hold of woman aunt nanme again and again.

M305TX 22



30

35

3
Jo > I TPTOTY I ¢ ¥
wonman aunt took skirts aprons all put on went
to,
neet ,
to 1L T T, 1T [t

neet the person mddleman the person headnan.

reoT T’ T [+,
the person mddleman the person head man

o A,
forthwith took off,

A< L" J17 L. C° CLC. 3",
took off all round laid down conpletely well.

lo > LT T°Y L.
wonman aunt thus the aprons thus,

o 1> I L. L pX T Le.
woman aunt took all round connector folded gone.

Ca Jde 'G* L" Cwo cJ" D" 8™,
connector wonen wne jars bubbled clear,

cJ” Ca de dn 1 S°
bubbl ed connector wonen plural Iliquid yeast.
Ca Jde "G’ L" Coo cl’ A

connector wonen wne jars bubbled on the ground,

ns

cJ" Ca e dn 1 C.
bubbl ed connector nen plural liquid w ne.
ct T« Ca D C'™,

sprig banboo thus did push through,

L' AL CT J' Cre Ct.,
push t hrough neck in order to suck,
Ct. Ca Jde 'G* 1" Lo I 'G* A°

suck connector wonen wne jars the jars fat.
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40

45

50

55

Ca Jde 'G* L" Coo T,
connector wonmen wne jars struck down,

I L" T L. S° cT’ T .
struck domm the old folk away edge fire.
CT. L" I L. S° I CT,,

pull the old folk away aside,

Jo CcT, CT. CT. JO T,

cause go together go on the ground,

CTo CT" 17" CT, T
W th ridges out,

T" " T L. T
the Mao old folk |[and.

ct T« C, D C'™,
sprig banboo thus did push through,

L' AL CT J' Cre Ct.,
push t hrough neck in order to suck,
Ct. Ca Jde 'G" L" Coo I G*

suck connector wonen wne jars the jars

L S R I Ta L* C™,
m ddl e aged said words nany,

J1, Ca Jde dn 1" ™.
said connector woman her marriage.

Ca Jde 'G° L" Lo T,
connector wonmen wne jars struck down,

I L S R I S° cT® T
struck dowmm mddle aged away edge fire.

CT. L S R I s® T CT.,
pull mddle aged away aside,

1o cT. CT. cT, JJ 17,
cause Qo t oget her go on the ground,

CTo CT° T CT, T
W th ridges out,

M305TX
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60

65

3r° I L CTs.
m ddl e aged plains.

i P te Lo S°,
tonmorrow able cone away,
Jo i T T" Ct' G
cause the person daughter young wonman
S
J,
get up,
] T CT. CcCo I
get up arise wth conb head,
Jo r CA r T CA..
cause head snoboth head flow ng.
i P te Lo S°,
tonmorrow able cone away,
1o i T T" Ct+', G
cause the person daughter young woman
4
J,
get up,
] T L CL.
get up arise conme conb head,
Jo r CA-~ r CAnc Le.
cause head snpboth head very snooth.
J- G L I T T Ct+'\
there is day the person daughter
Coe Lu  CTo,
adult wth,
CT. A. C~ T CH" I,
W th shadow crops,
T A" T Ao Le J’ C™.
Ccrops wavi ng gone to narriage.

M305TX
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adul t

Cnc LII
adul t

Gu

young wonan
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70

J- R L I T T" Ct,
there is day the person daughter
Coe Lv  CTo,
adult wth
CTo A C~ T Ct" L.,
with shadow har vest,
L A" T" Ao Ls J* Jo.
harvest wavi ng gone to wedding.

M305TX
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young wonan
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M305
Old Miao songs about marriage. 4.

Song about entertaining the middleman and the headman.
Collected by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes.
This song is recorded in Document B (no. 11, page 35).

Line 1. In the manuscript the word CT. is missing. It has been restored here to maintain
the proper balance with the parallel line 3.

Lines 5, 6 and 7. These lines have been strung together into a single long sentence in the
Miao manuscript.

Line 8. There appears to have been some disruption of the text by which this line was
moved to a place following line 11. This upsets the poetic balance of lines 9 to14, where
lines 9, 10 and 11 are exactly balanced by lines 12, 13 and 14. The sense and symmetry of
the whole passage is restored when line 8 is returned to its rightful place following line 7.

Line 18. The last two words of this line, D *. ,”went to meet”, have disappeared from the
manuscript, and with them the whole of the next line. The proper sense of the  passage and
the parallelism with the next stanza require their restoration.

Line 25. The Miao text omits L. D_. T ,”thus did take hold of”, at the end of this line. It
has been restored to preserve the parallelism with line 16.

Line 27. The expression 1o 1% D_, “aunt”, has been incorrectly written 1o T" D_here
3

and again in line 32. In the manuscript this line stops at the word 'C, and is followed by a

repetition of the whole line with the words J_ t. added at the end.

Line 32. Following the second section of the song, lines 15 to 32 the Miao manuscript
inserts the following lines:

A< A ts Lo 1,
man father able conme arrange for,

1 t" T° C™ Y J,
arrange for place at bottom conpleted for whom

Enc -[!II TU _I_r ]II A__
conpleted for the m ddleman oh.
The man, the father entertained,

And kept the lowest place for whom?
He kept it for the middleman.
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These lines seem to be entirely out of place. They do not connect with either the section that
precedes them or with that which follows. If they belong anywhere it is in section one, lines
1 to 14, for it is there that the places at table are described. Moreover they do not preserve
the poetic pattern. Throughout the song a mention of the middleman is always balanced with
a mention of the headman. Here the latter has disappeared altogether. However the chief
problem is that these lines contradict directly what has been said before. Far from being
welcomed and given the place of honour, the middleman is here snubbed and insulted by
having to sit in the lowest seat. Why this sudden change of attitude? There is no hint of a
reason anywhere in the song, and the final section implies that the middleman’s mission was
ultimately accomplished. A marriage was indeed arranged. The conclusion seems to be that
these three lines are in fact an intrusion into the text, and would be better left out, but where
and how they originated remains unexplained.

Lines 49 and 50. In the manuscript these two lines follow line 52. However discussion of

the projected marriage must have taken place before the men subsided, dead drunk, on to the
floor.
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Car 1.

M306
T. C- cl A Aa C'.

song which collect cattle pig goto famly nmarriage.

UOb Dne En SII.
Wang M ng-ji  wote.

TJ
who

A«
man

TJ
who

A<
man

5 '

1" " T
arranged for m ddl eman

1" 1 t T
father arranged for m ddl eman.

CTo " C'.
with arranged for nmarriage.

A CT. 1" C'™.
father with arranged for nmarriage.

T" Ca ' 33 T C1"

arranged for get connector three kinds naidens

+r

EHI
marri age,

T" Ca t' 33 T

arranged for get connector three kinds brothers

+r

E!II
marri age.

T" Ca ' 33 T C1"

arranged for get connector three kinds maidens

-[II

E!II’
marri age,

I CT"™ " 1" to.

wearing |eg bands arranged properly.

+r

T" Ca t' 33 T

arranged for get connector three kinds brothers

EHI
marri age,
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20

25

3
10 'C C* Lo T® T V.,

wearing gowns silk garnents brightest,

1° T V. J’ J* l°

garnents brightest together weave braid.

T® 1" L. J' J J,

garnents flowing together weave tassels,

Jnc Jr +r Eﬂll +U.
weave tassels knotted properly.

J™ lb° " 1. To.
weave braid wuseful fitting.

CT. L TT Ct G Coe Lu Du.
wth the daughter young wonan adult go.

B P ts Lo S°,
tonorrow able cone away,

1" to 1" [
we follow our backs,

Jd° C. T Tre 1" L 3s,
we |ooked ground |evel our appearance,

1" L™ 35 3. 3s 1o cT’,
our appearance appearance is worth,

cTr c'" 71" 71° L B P R Lo,
worth marriage from beginning cone,

T. T" C'" 71T 1° C~ . Ju.
collect get nmarriage cow deer.

1" to 1" L" T,
we follow our backs,

Jd° C. T Tre 1" L 3s,
we |ooked ground |evel our appearance,

1" L 35 3. 33 1o cTr
our appearance appearance s worth,

T’ c" 1" 1° L" B O Lo,
worth marriage from beginning cone,

M306TX
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T. ™ LTI As G. L.
collect get nmarriage sheep small rabbit.
do Ca ts Lo S°,
tonmorrow able cone away,
T T,
t he headman col | ect ed,
T. "L T T O G Cne Lu cT?,
collected the daughter young woman adult worth,
T T. T
t he headman collected not get.
T. T 1"l T°TCt,
then for the daught er,
cC’ i c’ I T T,
debt the brot her youngest coll ected,
T. ™ C"T7° G. cl L
collected get narriage small pig as big as
G. c’,
small rat,
T. ™ C"T7° G. C'- L
collected get marriage snmall goat as big as
G. L.
smal|l rabbit.

M306TX
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M306
Old Miao songs about marriage. 5

Song of collecting livestock from the bridegroom’s family.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B (no. 12, page 37)

Line 13. Following this line the Miao manuscript inserts,

J™ i L O R N G Cne Lu
weave the daughter young woman adult

In this sentence the “young woman” is the direct object of the verb “to weave”, which is a
nonsense in Miao as it is in English. Moreover, whatever it may mean, the line is out of
place at this point, since lines 11 to 14 form a complete, properly balanced stanza without it.
Thus, either the line must be deleted as an intrusion into the text, or amended and
repositioned to make it fit the context. The second alternative has been chosen for the
following reason. All the elaborate arrangements described in the preceding lines were to
provide the bride with an escort worthy of the occasion. The six young people, suitably
dressed for the part, were to accompany her to her new home, and the lines which follow
describe what an impressive sight they were as they passed along the road. However, it is
nowhere actually stated in the song that these folk, in all their finery, were escorting a bride,
and it may be that this indeed was the purpose of the line under discussion. So if the initial

word J™, “weave”, is removed as having been copied by mistake from lines 11 to 14, and

the words CTo, “with”, and D., “go”, are added to the beginning and end of the line
respectively, then it will read,

Cl. J1"L> T° 7" Ct G Coc Lu  Du
with the daughter young woman adult go

That is, “to go with the daughter, the adult young woman”. If, now, this amended line is
inserted as line 15, the meaning of the whole of the first half of the song will be clarified.
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M307

Cdn» 1 T C'. Une oo C" Su.
song which serving breakfast. Wang M ng-ji  wote.
S S
Can» S D¢ Can» S C'°,

mai den sewed henp naiden sewed gown,

S

S C-[u TU C-[II TP E,o
sewed youth mature youth forthcomng gown

V El:,
bri degr oom

S

S C-[u TU C-[II TP E,o
sewed youth nmature youth forthcom ng gown

Jo o°.
cause big.

S° Jo T 1" L. T> A™
Sewed cause garnent flowing give face

E”I,
bride’s famly,
5 S 1 T L" Vo T> A"
sewed cause garnment curving give face

1°.
bri degroonis famly.
jo C-I:u TU C-[u TP C:rb Tb
cause youth nmature youth forthcomng go serve
V3
basket s,
T Ve T" 1. CL,

serve baskets do not cause stop,

T° Toc T 1. Jo.
serve basins do not <cause rest.

CT. A° ts Lo Ao,
youths serving able come |augh,
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A, C+° Ao Ct'° t.,
| aughing and smling waited upon,

8 8
t. C"T"Je T ACLE T AT
wai ted upon marriage by arm by hand.

b dn CLCo 'C® Lo 1 (T,
take your nmouth bag cone we fill,

CT. V' CA- Ct'ac Loc D T T,
fill cooked rice white vyou carry show,
T” LT A Ls Jo  C3-,

show children gone at hone,

) C, J Lo 1" (T,

take thus pot conme we fill,

CT. L >s° L T ",
fill wine clear conme carry show,
T,P Ln T_ L|| L< JU EP.

show old folk gone at hone.

Jr Tu Cn ]_- Jr -[HI’
not get connector anything for,

" "1 7 Co to c3-.
for marriage eat reach hone.

Pl CT+ L[ Cte Lee T,
take neat white for,
" C"T1T" 7 Cu 1 ca-.

for marriage eat reach hone.

Jr Tu Cn ]_- Jr -[HI’
not get connector anything for,

-[HI EHI Tn jO C“ _I_O E7n<.
for marriage eat reach place.

Pl V™ CA- Ct'ac Lee T'",
take cooked rice white for,

-[HI EHI Tn jO C“ _I_O E7n<.
for marriage eat reach place.
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M307
Old Miao songs about marriage. 6.

Song about serving breakfast.
Collected by Wang Ming-ji.

Notes.
This song is recorded in Document B (no. 13, page 38)

Line 19. In the manuscript the expression L’ T" 1°, “the wedding party”, is replaced by

T L' T 1° “the wedding guests”. However, this reading is not repeated in the
balancing lines which follow, that is in lines 21, 23 and 25, and is probably, therefore, a
mistake.
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M308

Y 'O CI» Y L. 1. Y C'. Jo to.
M ao song old which make nmarriage. nunber seven.

¢ 1% L cTy,
stars encircle sky,

Y" toc 1'. L. 1.,
water cold encircle earth,

Y" toc J’ N° I Ca
water cold not is kind of thing connector

;1 Tl—
of fer guests,

i T T Ct', G Cne Lu J’ A°,
t he daughter young woman adult not is,
5 S N T L C. ¥ .

not is Kkind of person connector offer nmarriage.

Ca T U ™ 1. C',
connector who situated begin nmarriage,

Je 1" C™ Ac Lo J7 1 ™ s C'.
wonman nother rman father situated begin marriage.

C. TJ ™ 1 1°,
connector who situated begin wedding,

Jde 1" D c 4 1°.
woman aunt situated begin wedding.

10 Le 1" C™ Ae L 1" 1+ L. D. Coi,
wonman not her rman father have caught,

Enll TI JO VII -I-q LO T_.
caught chicken see official able come kill
| L" T~ L. T- C Lo,

call old folk come reckon tine.
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20
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C Co C Co LS i
reckon tine reckon season at when,

C Co C Co T

reckon tine reckon season at,

T" 3s e T L lon,

at dragon bring the rabbit nonth,

L" D, S™ R

going high fifteen.

1" L T+ I L. O. Cn,

t he m ddl eman has eat en,

Co L T cT S L T 1,

eaten the chicken neat drunk the <chicken broth,

L. O. Ta CT~ 1" CTn.
has fixed the visit to fetch the bride.

Co Co CT- to,
tinme t hought of reached,

'C ¢ L. "> C.
hear for this reason as today.

730 C— EHI T_ Jn Tn Q,
today nmarriage cones yonder there,

" C' L. "V, 1T
marriage makes its way thus w nding vyonder,

C T. 1" L Jr L D%,
for this reason all around have a | ook.

de 1" C™ A« [ 1" 1 T Ay
woman nother man father door,

Av £ A T T, T C'™ T,
door outer door planks face toward place what,

T° . T° §° ¢’ T-
face toward clear side sun cone,

T° T. T° CJ CA. T«
face toward clear <clunp coloured banboo.
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Jde 1 - e Ce 1"+ L. D. T,
wonan not her nman father have opened,

I” Av T T " C™ @
opened door planks for marriage arrive.

C CAs CAs C. T’ Cre,
road very snmooth connector paved silver,

C CAs CAs C. CLa 1.
road very snooth connector arrived gold.

Jde 1" - A L[ 1"+ C Lo S’ "
woman nother nman father did cone first arrange

TII’
get,
t T" C. Y’ L o
arrange get connector two classifier young nen
Cro L" Yo CT. T T"
attendants go light torches.
Jde 1 - A L[ 1"+ C Lo s’ "

woman nother nman father did cone first arrange

TII’
get,

1 T" Ca Y L CT.

arrange get connector tw classifier youths
[ J7 3 T b C
carry wine horns go pour W ne.

Ca Y L lo_ CT.
connector two classifier young nen youths

[ro " A cTs b L
attendants went pour w ne,
b L 2s™ L JJ,
poured wi ne clear cone mngle,

n ns

lo C )" 8™ Lo J" ..
poured w ne clear cone m X.
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50

55

L T T Ct Gu c“ L L O

t he daught er young wonan adult had seen,

L O R N G Coe Lu T" L™ L™
t he daught er young woman adult trenbl ed.

E,” T_ L_ E”I -Iu,
marriage cane also marriage drank,

ns

Ta C o"§™ 3 1 Cre.
drank wine clear well cups thin.

E,” T_ En E,” -III,
marriage canme thus narriage drank,

ns

1. C o"s™ 3 1 C'=.

drank wine clear well cups new

A« L[e I+ L D T,

man father has filled up,

T CA*  CLC'w Lee 3" VAT

filled up rice white well baskets new,
T CT'  CJ [ Cte Le 3" CT.

filled up neat pig white well wthin

EHI T_ L_ E’” Cu,
marriage cane also narriage ate,

Cn D° cArr T3 (T L< Ts,
ate supper rice hot with gone finish,

Co D° cT Cl [ Ctec Lee CTo L<
ate supper neat pig white with gone
Ca 1. Jde 1 - C'”

thus was woman nother grieved for,

C'” Jde i G L A R N
grieved for worman nother the daught er,
L O R N G Coe Lu,
t he daughter young woman adul t,
S

J L ct Av,
rose up left thus shelter door,
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65

70

3" T C. ct ™.

wel | depart thus shelter hone.

Ca 1. (I A C',

thus was bridegroomfamly grieved for,

C'” c" 1 71° 3" C~v 1 L" Ve CT™,
grieved for bridegroomfamly good ox | ong horn,
Cv 1°L" Ve CTE Ta Lo J. s’ T..

oX | ong horn cross over conme not return drive.
do Ca ts Lo S°,

tonmorrow able cone away,

s CTv [ro T- 1 ¢,
norning bring conme early,

de 1" C™ Ac L[ 1" 1 TS,
woman nother man father drove out,

T, Cw c I C CT. CTs,
drove out cattle horses fine outside plain,

T, C~ (o T"C (T T,
drove out cattle horses fine outside grazing,

T, A° C'- CT. I"CT" L. C” CC™.
drove out sheep goats jostling conme pasture.

to C 1 (G L
those people arranged relatives,

+n L5 T- +u ]-1 Tn
those folk cane from their place,

to L tn cc™
those folk they renenber

C AN TR C. [ CJ,
road far not is the thing connector |ead pig,
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C N C.
road far connector

CU
rel atives.

nmust
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r enenber

T- CLC’
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M308
Old Miao songs about marriage. 7.

Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 1, page 1).

In the Miao manuscript this song is set out as a piece of continuous writing. Generally the
punctuation indicates how the lines should be divided, but at a number of points a passage
simply runs on as though it were a single long sentence. This is the case with lines 4 and 5,
lines 14, 15 and 16, lines 18 and 19, lines 25 and 26, and lines 57, 58 and 59.
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M309

Y 'O CI» Y L. 1. Y C'. An to.
M ao song old which make nmarriage. nunber eight
Ca» T Do J' Ca T Joe CT,
girl hands snooth hands joi n henp,
C'® CTv ts Lo 3",
fine weather able conme good,
3" Ca» T- r L< cT’ A-.
good girl carry skeins gone edge stream
Ca» r Ca» S° e,
girl skeins girl yarn hung,
5 C® L" 1" CcC'- T" T CL" Vs,
hung quickly in the garden plot.
A [+ L. O C
man fat her thus did hear,
'¢ T T G Cee L.
heard the daughter young woman adul t.
3
A< Cro 1" 47 CT. C“ A L C™ L,
man father mat ed ewes cone breeding,
CT. I CCCL"C™ Y (L«
mated pigs spotted one pair.
10 A< Cro L" 4 C. . ",
man fat her thus did arrange,
CT. Cr c I C Lo g ds.
mated cattle horses many cone all constantly.
de 1" - Ae L[ I 1 t° JIT™ S™,
woman nother nman father pair together heart,
L O R N G Coe Lu J’ T" L
t he daught er young wonan adult not for words,
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L O R N G Cne Lu
t he daught er young wonman adul t

Jde 1 - Ae L[ I 1 O_. [ L..
woman nother nman father were unwilling.
C'” i L O R N G Cne Lu

grieved the daught er young wonman adul t

i C. ct An.
rise go away thus shelter door

C'” "L T T O G Cne Lu
grieved the daught er young wonman adul t

Jer C, ct '
rise leave thus shelter hone.

A< I . C. J. ",
man fat her thus did arrange,

1" T An T Y CT'?,
arranged person relative person cook,

An T- L_ An I ,U,
relative cane also relative called,

| Jde 1" ™ Ac Lo 1" 1 Yy Jo

called woman nother nman father wel come house,

An T- L_ An Y_,
relative cane also relative nmade,

Y Je 1" ™ A« L 1" 1 T J°

C,,
t hus,

C,,
t hus,

c3a-,

C°.

made wonan nother rman father wel come  hone.

M309TX

44



M309
Old Miao songs about marriage. 8.

Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 2, page 2).

The following pairs of lines are written as single sentences in the Miao text. 4 and 5,
16 and 17, 18 and 19.

4
Line 17. The expression J 1°, “rise and go away” in this line and the corresponding

m

4
expression J CT'", “rise and leave” in line 19 are missing in the Miao text, but without
them the lines do not make sense. They have been restored by reference to previous and
subsequent songs where the expressions also occur.

Line 21. A note in the text explains that T° Y~ CT'> means a person who prepares the
meat and vegetable dishes at a meal.

Line 23. A note in the text gives the meaning of Y~ J™ CJ- as “to cause to rest in the

house”, that is to extend hospitality. Presumably the parallel expression, T~ J” LC”in line
25 has a similar meaning.
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M310

Y 'O CI» Y L. 1. Y C'. C~ to.
M ao song old which make nmarriage. nunber nine.
cTerC' ™ L T J Lo,

10

wi nter passed gone weather warm cone,

CA= T T C 'a T" ct,
wor | d people made farmng early.

Js to A° Cro T c lon,
did reach sheep bring the horse nonth,

Jde 1" - A L[ J" ¢+ 1 Y T
wonman nother nman father began nake farm ng.
8 u
Y T" Cn T d. C T C. d
made get nine the ten kinds crops thus filled
T,
| and,
D5 [Cw 1t s e s o ] L

did plant mllet scattered thus filled place.

Js to Cw Cre T Cs lon,
did reach ox bring the rat nonth,

" 3 T" IS T CCT s J,
all  kinds crops mllet scattered did ripen,
J C. Vs V. 3" AN

ripened thus vyellow very good outstanding.

de 1" C™ Ac L[ 1" 1 Ct. T. J° Cts T,
woman nother man father discussed and di scussed,

Ct- L' T° CT. t. cC',
di scussed with join narriage,

Ct- L' T° Ca t. 1°.
di scussed connector join wedding.
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Jde 1 - A« L[ 1"+ Ds ",
wonman nother nman father did arrange,

1" i I e T+ T C. O, dw J G, to,
arrange the m ddl eman thus did go wuntil reach,
to I c'" 71" 1° cl-.

reach the in-laws famly house.

I T+ T s C® CLo C® Lo Co
t he m ddl enman did open nmouth open |ips ask,

Co "L T T G Cne Lu Lo Y,
ask the daughter young woman adult cone nake,

Y Jde 1" ™ iGN T L o D
make woman nother nman father plural

T C*
daught er-i n-1 aw.

Jde 1" - Ae L[ J" 4 < Lo C',
woman nother man father able cone grieve,

C'” 1. "L TT . L,
grieve that the daughter thus,

S

J iE C. ct A,
rise leave thus shelter door,

J cT" L. ct C".
rise go away thus shelter hone.

Y LC" C, 3° 1" 3. A T. T,
body thus appearance el egant,

de 1" C™ Ac L[ 1" 1 L. D T"
woman nother man father did not answer.

Jn Lb TU _I_r ]-II Jr T,:> '|'3,
t he m ddl eman not ashanmed,

ds T L. 3° CTs A to Ts 'D°.
did use thus strength argue wll reach mdnight
Jde 1" - Ae L[ I 1 TG T Tn,

woman nother man father whisper and whi sper said,
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35

40

L® O° Jo L T T G Cne Lu T"
just cause the daughter young woman adult reply.
s T i T 1+ T Ca Lo L° .
did reply the m ddl eman connector words.
Ca 1. 1" L. ts Lo S°,
thus was tonorrow able cone away,
L1 Ve T ct,
daybr eak cone early,
de 1" - A« L[ 1"+ L . s,
wonman nother nman father thus did return,
s’ Ca L. L T J1"L° T 1+ T Cre
returned connector word for the m ddl eman carry
-[HI EHI
to in-1aws,
Ca 1, O"T1T1 T Jde 1" - Ac L[ I 1

thus was in-laws got woman nother nman father

L".
wor d.

de 1" C™ A« LCe 1"+ Ds 1°,
woman nother man father did feed,

33 JU :I-l Jo VII Lo TU EHI,

did feed chicken see ruler conme pay narriage,

Js g’ cl cc' L Lo T 1°.
did feed pig spotted conme pay wedding.

de 1" C™ A« L[ 1"+ L. PR [
wonman nother man father thus did call,

[ C. 1" 3r 1" 3° T-,
called thus neighbours cone,

s T- C Co C Con,
did come reckon tinme reckon date,

C T 33 Lre T L lon.
reckon get dragon bring the rabbit nonth.
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Le 1" ™ A L~ 1"+ L. J. '

Co,

wonman nother nman father thus did arrange thus,

s ' T AT Y CT?,

did arrange person cook neat and vegetabl es,
PP . 21 VT 3L

did call thus those cook rice.

| LT A T- To J° T Co.

called children come wait upon guests thus.

I’U Jn Lb TU Tn C+,| GU Cnc L|| T_

called the daughters young wonen adult cone

T- Y
carry water

I7U Ln T_ LII T' C“ CT',

call old folk cone eat neat,

| I"T L. T T C.

call old folk cone drink w ne.

pE | C. (G e T- L. Cc®
did call thus relatives cone praise bride
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M310
Old Miao songs about marriage. 9.

Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.

Notes.
This song is recorded in Document F (no. 3, page 2).

The following pairs of lines appear as single long sentences in the Miao text, '3 and 14,
17 and 18, 35 and 36, 40 and 41.

Line 43, A note in the text gives the meaning of the expression T° A. T° Y™ CT'? as,
“people who cook meat and vegetables”.

Line 44. A similar note gives the meaning of 2~ 1" VT 3C as, “people who cook the
rice”.

M310NT 50



M311

Y D" CI+ Y L. 1. Y C'" . Jd. to.

Mao song old whi ch make nmarriage. nunber ten.
.TJ L ct, ct,
who recei ved daughter early,
it I'C* A Lo 1"t [~ ct, ct.
woman nother man father received daughter early.

10

de 1" - Ae L[ I 1 dn,
woman nother man father plural,

L T T G Cne Lu L°,
t he daughter young wonman adult grew,

lo° CT., 1" CT» CT. 1" CT,,
grew well developed well trained,

l° CT., 1" CT» C, D C',
grew well developed thus did spin,

- cr T 3.3,
spun henp sound squeaking,

Js cT A T I1IT
did sound go to in-laws |and,

C. 1, C"T°1 L. DO. 'C.
thus was in-laws thus did hear.

C'"T"1° L. D ",
in-laws thus did arrange,

J. " I T+ T Ca J. T-,
did arrange the m ddl eman thus did cone,

T- Co Jde 1 - Ae L[ I 1 Ja,
cone ask worman nother man father plural,

L O R N G Coc Lu Dy,
t he daughter young woman adult go,
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du Y [ B Ck,
go nmake in-laws daughter-in-Iaw.

Jde 1 - A« L[ 1"+ J L' L.
woman nother man father unwlling.
Jde 1" - Ac L J" 4 < Lo C',

woman nother man father able cone grieve,

C'” 1, 1"l T T Ct Gy Coe L,
grieve that the daughter young woman adult,

C" 3° 3. C" J’ o,
body appearance body not worn out,

C" J 1 j IE . ct

body not worn out rise |eave thus shelter hone.

Jde 1" - Ae L[ J" 4 < Lo C',
woman nother man father able cone grieve,

C'” 1, 1" T T G Coe Lu,
grieve that the daughter young wonman adult,

C" 3° 3. C" J’ 1,
body appearance body not worn out,

o 1 joa L ct Av,
body not worn out rise quit thus shelter door.

de 1" C™ A L[ J" 1+ D S’ C°,
wonman nother man father did first allow,

C° . 1"l T°T"Ct Gu Coc Lu

allow cause the daughter young woman adult thus

D T,
did take hold,

T do 1"C™ As Lw 1"t A,
take hold woman nother wman father spirits.

I 1T CH Gu Coe Lu T Jr
t he daughter young woman adult take hold not

T
get .
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33 Eo ]o Jn Lb TU Tn C+,| GU Cnc L||
did allow cause the daughter young wonman adult

Du,
go.
du Y c" 1" 1° c*,
go make in-laws daughter-in-Iaw,
> Y C["TI T CC D> TCT CTe.

go neke in-laws great bee great wld bee.

D_ -i- EIII Tn :Io Dn Tm Yu T1|| ]-5
did take hold in-laws plural water tub nmeal tub

CL T" CT,,
stand firm

D. T N s A T VT [” L
did take hold in-laws plural farmland thus

T CT,,
diligently,
. 1 C'" 1" 1° dn C3l- dn C'™

did set up in-laws plural house plural place

J- CA®° CT™ Co.
have spaci ousness thus.
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M311
Old Miao songs about marriage. 10.

Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 4, page 3).

Lines 12, 13 and 14. In the Miao text these line are written as a single long sentence
without any punctuation.

Line 17. The word 1., “that”, is missing in the Miao manuscript. It must be restored to
maintain the parallelism with line 21.

Lines 19 and 23. The form of the two four-line stanzas comprised in lines 16 to 23 requires
that lines 19 and 23 should be exactly parallel to one another. To achieve this, line 23 must

be restored by adding the first three words, C" J" J., which have been lost in Document F.
However, the main textual problem with these lines is that both have also lost the main
operative verb, and as they stand, neither makes good sense. Literally they read, “the parents
were grieved that their daughter in the prime of her youth shelter of the home”. Fortunately
the song is here using a conventional form of words which also occurs in several other
marrlage songs. By reference to these the mlssmg verbs can be restored with confidence by

adding J J°, “rise leave” in line 19, and J CT™, “rise go away” in line 23.
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M312

Y 'O CI» Y L. 1. Y C'. 1. Y" to.
M ao song old which make narriage. nunber el even.
Jon C te Lo 1",

10

year this able cone know,

pE 1" de 1D, A [Ce1"1 L. D
did know woman aunt man father thus did

1,
arrange,

1" Ca Y* L T 1+ T C.
arrange connector one classifier mddleman thus

J. O. JT G to,

did go till reach
Js to B 1 L S I cl-.
did reach the i n-1aws house.
i T+ T s C® CLC C® L° Co,
t he m ddl eman did open nouth open |ips ask,
Co Jde 1" ™ JACH N e o dn ct’

ask woman nother man father plural daughter

T bL° Lo,
el dest cone,

Lo T" Jde 1% 2. Ac L[ I 1 dn Y
cone for woman aunt man fat her plural rmnake

Ch,
daught er-i n-1 aw.

de 1" C™ Ae L[ 1" 1 C’,
woman nother man father recall ed,

C’ to J" T J" ct’ J" L. 14,
recalled reach rear son rear daughter not easy,

s CC. C. As C. 3. T.
did expend thus work thus |[|abour hard.
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de 1"C™ As [ J" ¢ J T" L".
woman nother nman father not answer words.

1" L T+ I s Y Ca. +" T
t he m ddl eman did make connector three tines

Y 1. Toc.
made was right.
s 3 (o Jde 1" ™ Ac L[ 1" 1 dn
did sit remain wonman nother nman father pl ur al
T° LV,
room
C. 1, Y '° CTs A S* CTv A

thus was one night persistent want dawn cl ear.

Jde 1 - Ae L[ I 1 Aq J’ T",
wonman nother nman father nake excuse not get,

de 1 C~ Ae L[ I+ CH"T"CH° T Ta C.,
woman nother man father whisper argue said thus,

L*>* [C° 1o L T T G Coe Lu
just let cause the daughter young woman adult

Du,
go,

du Y Jde 12 A [ 1" 1 D
go nmake wonan aunt nman father plural

C’ Ts.
daughter-in-law finish.

Jon C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,

Js J" Jde 1D, A« [~1"1 L, D T",
did know worman aunt nman father thus did get,

T" Jde 1 - Ae L[ I 1 D Lo L".
get woman nother man father plural the word.

o 1" A Ce1"t D5 I
woman aunt nman father did feed,
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Js d T 1. V. Lo T C'",
did feed chicken see official conme pay nmarriage,

s d C, crcL Lo T 1°,
did feed thus pig spotted cone pay wedding,
Js | C.3r 0. 3° T-,

did call neighbours cone,

s T- C' Lo C' Con 1, Y

did come reckon tine reckon date which neke

E!II’
marri age,
Ds T 3s Lo T L lon
did reckon at dragon bring the rabbit nonth
s™ I C..
fifth thus.
Jde 1D, A« [~1"1 T, 1,

woman aunt man father then arranged,

t reoTH I T TLrs o To.
arranged the m ddl eman then return went back

J' Ca to,

till r each,
s to de 1" €™ A Ce 1"+ C3J-,
did reach woman npther man father house,
33 3_ En 3“ En' 3“ Cnu -In T,P CT,I,
did take thus good tine good date tell clear,
C. 1. Js to L lon Cn

thus was did reach rabbit nonth connector

s™ I C..
fifth thus.

EHI T_ L_ EHI E)
marriage party cane also marriage party travelled,

Js C’ . L L. Ve . > T
did travel thus road wnding thus did cone.
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C T- L. C' T,
marriage party cane also marriage party carried,

s T- C, cT T- I T T

did carry thus neat carry neal all cooked ready
C Eﬂll
arrived.

de 1 C~ A« L[ I 1 ts Lo C,

woman nother man father able cone grieve,

Cc-c” 1" T 7Tt G Coe Lu,
grieve the daughter young wonman adult,

Ca I C" 33 3. T" 3" Cdn,
thus the body appearance to good | ooking.

C'”C 1, L T Tt G Cee L,
grieve that the daughter young woman adul t,

C. I T" t< I T" Cd.,
thus the hand able the hand skilful,

T ts T Cln T Y J',
hand able hand skilful hand do what,
T to T Clw T Y b.
hand able hand skilful hand nake costune.
Y T 1" T°T G Coc Lu  Da
make get the daughter young woman adult the
C'° Cds S™,
garnment | onging,
> Y T L b Ct. Ct. CA.
did neke get garnents costume nza-nzyu patterned
Y™ 1%,
stri ped,
> Y T L o Ct. Ct t

did make get garnents costume nza-nzyu gathered

Ce ct”.
ni ne threads.
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55

s Y T" C. T dn On C*
did nake get thus skirts cotton fix
CA® ] D, o+
col oured patches go side by side,
Y 1o Ss C. T CTs T Ao 18
make cause |ike thus plain country Yi-bang
Vs Lee Vs A cT.
rice fields fields flat |[|ong.
de 1" - A« L[~ 1"+ L DL C',
woman nother man father thus did grieve,
I 1, 1" T°T O G Coe L,
grieved that the daughter young wonman adult,
Ca I T ts I T Cl,
thus the hand able the hand skilful,
T t< T G T Y J".
hand able hand skilful hand do what.
T t T . T 8§ T
hand able hand skilful hand wite paper.
33 S” TII J— C-[u Eno Tn V|| Dn Lo LlJ
did wite get Rul i ng Race plural the words
r J- 33,
separate have order
S” Tq J— C-[u Eno Tn V|| Dn CU En 3_
wite out Rul i ng Race plural affairs thus have
Soc.
met hod.
de 1" - Ae L J" 4 < Lo Ta Co,
wonman nother nman father able cone say thus,
Ca 1, "1 7 D cT dn T’ 1.
thus was in-laws plural neat plural neal which
-[r T',
carry cone,
M312TX
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PR cT, de 1" C™ A<
not worth woman nother nman

pl C..
mlk thus.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended

M312TX
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M312
Old Miao songs about marriage. 11.

Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no.5, page 3).

Line 8. This line and line 9 are written as a single long sentence in the Miao text.
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M313

Y 'D" CIv Y L. 1. Y c'". 1. Y +t..
M ao song old which make narriage. nunber twelve.
- < 4
Ca. TJ Cr C " 8™ Tu,
connector who Iliked wne clear drink,
Ca TJ o C
connector who |liked neat eat.
de 1" ™ Ae [ 1"+ CLC'S,
woman nother man father |iked,
A [ T S o) C T,
liked man Jio-gha-su plural wne drink.
5 de 1" C™ A [Ce 1"+  CL'S,
woman nother man father |iked,
CC A [o TS >, CTr o
| i ked man Jio-gha-su plural neat eat.
de 1" C™ A« [ 1"+ [,

10

woman nother man father took,

5

s C' C3Jv DI/ el G A Ca J.
did take girl daughter girl child thus did

T,
betrot h,
T T" A [=T°S A L+ T"
betrothed for nman Jio-gha-su famly gone yonder.
5 _ S S
Can» da J Ca Clw G A JLJcrr J' G
girl daughter thus girl <child arose to go until

Du,
went ,

D, . A [oT S pX yr o s
went carry man Jio-gha-su plural water clear

L< + T
gone yonder.
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20

25

3

J ct Ac

u

Ce TS L,

]-_ YII

T..
di e.

t
millet.

C.,
t hus,

Aw

past ure

rise early man Jio-gha-su scol ded,
L < R W " ¢ A T
scolded girl daughter girl child carry water
J N
not fill tub.
A« [T S 'CC 'C  CLC.,
man Ji o-gha-su day day cursed,
CC- o TR W Ccl» ¢ A T L
cursed girl daughter girl <child to road
A« TS 25 1o
man Jio-gha-su did cause,
1 &l 0 Cl" G A CTs T
cause girl daughter girl <child go pound
A« [ro T S L L,
man Ji o-gha-su able conme scold,
s L L. CIn 0 J I G A
did scold thus girl daughter girl <child
T t > Yt
pound mllet have coarse.
C. n PR s U WY Cl" ¢ A CT
thus was girl daughter girl child went
C-,
cattle,
Cdw dn j Cl» G A 1I"N I L Ce,
girl daughter girl child friends rai sed,
C® Ca I T s° cdq,
raised thus voice sound song,
c1 0 J cl G A LF
girl daughter girl child raised,
C® Ca I T s° C.
raised thus voice sound cry.
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35

5

Ca» dn J Clw G A ™ J’ T".
girl daughter girl child remain not get.

c1 > J Cl G A JPJcT' L. D
girl daughter girl child arose to go thus did

S

J.

rise.
S S o o
JrJcr T. TL" S T L t.,
arose to go then returned canme back reached,
to de 1 C* A« Le J" 1 In I rT.
reached woman nother man father plural locality.
(el Dnj Clw G A T. 1" L J" L D°,

girl daughter girl child all around observed,

D° T" Jde 1"C™ A [ 1" 1 D T
observed to wonman nother man father plural the

T A-.
door.

5

Ca» dn J I G A JC TP
girl daughter girl child opened,

i Ca Jde 1 - Ac L[ J1" 1 Av
opened thus wonman nother man father door,

T . A+ T [~ T ™ cT.
opened thus door time did not shake noise.

o 1°C* A eI+,
woman nother man father rose,

e Lo J° Co o,
arose to go cone saw,

> S

do v dn J Cl» G A C, . J,
saw girl daughter girl <child thus did stand,

] o 1C* A [o1+  Dd T T A
stand woman nother nman father plural the door.

Jde 1 C* Ds T” CLCo ts Lo Co C,
wonman nother did open nouth able conme ask thus
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45

50

C- G . TJ C C- L.
you reason you what that you cone.
CI 0 J Cl G A JSCT
girl daughter girl child mnade answer,
Te e A L[oT S >. T pX
query see man Jio-gha-su plural neat plural
Tb
nmeal ,
A« [ro T S pX y" pX C I
man Ji o-gha-su plural water plural wne stil
Cno En"_
remai n rmuch.
S S _
A< Ce 1"+ J 1 JCT™ L,
man father arose to go scold,
L n PO s T S Cl» G A TS T
scold cause girl daughter girl <child return.
c1 0 J Cl G AT
girl daughter girl child said,
CI 0 J Cl G A C° T
girl daughter girl child remain not get.
A< Ce 1" 17 D3 cT T"
man father did refuse answer.
e Cro 1" 47 L,
man father scol ded,
L n PO cis U Cl» G A TS T
scol ded cause girl daughter girl <child return.
Can» Dnj Cl» G A D5 DJu J G, to,
girl daughter girl child did go wuntil reach
D, to A L[»T S pX T
went reach man Jio-gha-su plural vyonder.
Aq Eno T— é Eo,
man Ji o-gha-su al | owed,
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60

65

C* 1. Caw Jn J cl» G A (T
al lowed caused girl daughter girl <child go
T- Y".
carry water
Aq Eno T— é L—!
man Ji o-gha-su scol ded,
L L. 1, CI dn J CI G A
scolded thus that girl daughter girl child
T, yo 1T
carried water not fill tub.
A« [ro T S C°,
man Ji o-gha-su all owed,
C° n O s (I WY Cl» G A CTs
al lowed caused girl daughter girl <child go
-:[! _Url
pound mllet.
A« [ TS T L. T,
man Jio-gha-su said as follows,
1, C, v o J Cl. G A L,
said thus girl daughter girl <child thus,
T t > Yt
pounded mllet have coarse.
A« [~TS '¢ ¢ L,
man Ji o-gha-su day day scol ded,
L o LI WY CI G A T" A® CA”.
scolded girl daughter girl <child to hang herself.

5

5

Cdw DI/ cl» G A (T T- Y",
girl daughter girl child went carry water,
&l 0 J Cl» ¢ A T AITL L
girl daughter girl child friends rai sed,
C? . T T CI «c3
raised thus voice sound song,
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75

80

5

Ca» dn J Clw G A e,
girl daughter girl child raised,

C? C, * T CT C
raised thus voice sound wept.

Can» O. J Clw G A Ca s C'~,
girl daughter girl child thus did take,

s L' C, b J° VvV ts Lo A°,
did take thus girdle able conme | oop,

A T A [ro T S pX cT’?,
| ooped in man Jio-gha-su plural [oft,
&l 0 J " ¢ A T L Ts.

girl daughter girl child died gone finish.

A« [ TS [’ Lo,
man Ji o-gha-su took thus,

5

s C'w Ca» dn J v G A T-CTo
did take girl daughter girl child buried

u

A< Ce~T S C, D s,
man Jio-gha-su thus did return,

s" LL T €I D) I G A
returned word to girl daughter girl child

Jde 1" A [~1" 1" L T
wonman nother nman father gone yonder.

5

Can» da J Clw G A C,
girl daughter girl child thus,

1" ¢ i 1 ™ 1 V. Ct. T
relatives cousins nothers fathers wth get

5

Ca» dn J Clw G A Co,
girl daughter girl child thus,

1" C» i de 1" Cc™ Ac  LCre 1" 1
relatives cousins wonan nother nman father

T' CEnn,
cane arrived,
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90

u

CLn A< Ce T S L< T
arrived man Jio-gha-su gone yonder.

u

A< Co T S 7
man Ji o-gha-su |ed,
> 1" C 1" C’ de 1"C™ A« LCe I 1,
led relatives cousins wonan nother nman father,
33 I,P DII Jr Cn +o,
did lead go wuntil reach
t, cl O Cl» G A Co T > T
reach girl daughter girl <child her burial place.
1" C 1" ¢’ de 1" Cc™ A« [ 1" 1 L.,
relatives cousins wonan nother nman father thus,
T. 1" L J' L DF,
all around observed,
>3 " CI S0 J Cl» G A Co
observed at girl daughter girl child her
4
J Cts T".
grave.
ca» Jn j cCl» G A A 1" C+s L. D
girl daughter girl child door grave thus did
_I_<
st and,
+° T" C. Y" t. CT> L" T
stand get connector one clunp reeds,
&l S0 J Cl» G A [ TCt L[. O.
girl daughter girl child head grave thus did
_|_<
st and,
# T C. ' +, T S cT.

stand get connector one clunmp wormwod.

de 1"CcC* A L J1" 1 DJs D,
woman nother man father did take,
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> C. Vs T CT T’

took thus surroundings whatever

1" C» 1" ¢ de 1" ™
relatives cousins wonan nother

b Vs T" CT* C. oo T,
took surroundings thus did get,

T A Lo TS L" 1 C~.
get man Jio-gha-su partly trained ox.

T. TL S T L. to,

then returned cane back reached,

1 de 1" C™ Ae L[ 1" 1
reached wonan npther man father

Ca 1. Jde 1 2. Ce CLCwx
thus was woman aunt opened nouth

T,
sai d,

Ca. Y C. C. I
others mmke thus others the

T,
return,

Ca. Y C. Ca. I
others make thus others the

Lo,
cone,

5

Ca» dn J Clw G A Y
girl daughter girl child make

Y C. C. I C*
make thus connector the bride

Y™ C. C. I C*
make thus connector the bride

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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M313
Old Miao songs about Marriage. 12.

Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 6, page 4).

Line 3. In Document F this line is joined to line 4 in a single long sentence. The same is
true of lines 5 and 6.

Line 3. Thename A< L T é has exactly the same form as the name A< L 1" 1.
There is no doubt that the latter means, “the man, the father”, and in this, and a number of

other songs, it has been so translated. The meaning of the former name is not so clear. A«
is “man”, and L in this context is a conjunction, but nowhere does the context suggest the

meaning of T S, and the name does not occur in other songs. Infact T~ S isthe name
used for a temporary hut of poles and rough thatch erected in the fields as a shelter from
which to guard the ripening harvest. The name may therefore refer to the quality or
condition of the man’s house, and so might be translated, “the man, the hovel dweller”, but
it is safer simply to transliterate it as “the man Jio-gha-su”.

Line 63. A note in the Miao text explains that A® CA® means “to hang one’s self”.
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Y— L|| ]U -In 3_ TU C+,| C]”.
old folk who not have children song.
3" Tre Te 3" CTs,
good level |and produces good plain,
3" Tre T 3" Lre,
good level land produces good rice fields.
T C° L" Vo te CTs Tre,
earth banks curving stand plain |[|evel |and,
T C° L" Vo J’ te cT" Aw,
earth banks curving not stand tree planted,
5 A< I S - T
man father not have son.
A< I . Ss,
man father resenbled,
3
Ss c" 1. A, 3 1o CLC.
resenbled wld cat clinging by claws partition.
C"I.A  J 4 v T,
wld cat not able eat grain,
A< Cro 1" 47 'S Ca T,
man father desired greatly connector food.
10 T t< T T,
nountain stand nountain country open,
T" J te cT" ',
nmountain not stand tree |acquer,
de e J J- ct'..
woman nother not have daughter.
de 1" - Ss,
wonman not her resenbl ed,
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S "I T, J. Vs [,
resenbl ed f ox caught garden,

"I T, J t< Co cT?,
f ox not able eat grass,

Jde 1" - Vs Ca
woman nother desired greatly connector

A< Co I7 41 S c" 1" CC. L.,
man father resenbled magpi e weak,

de 1" - S 'Ly I.
wonman not her resenbl ed crow caw ng.
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M314
Old Miao songs about marriage. 13.

Song of the old folk who had no children.
Transcribed by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 19, page 20).

Lines 6 and 7. In the Miao text these lines appear as a single long sentence. The same
applies to lines 12 and 13.

Lines 8 and 15. These lines are strictly parallel. The word *<, “able” which is missing in
line 8 has been restored by reference to line 15. A copyist’s error has also interchanged the
two final words, “grain” and “grass” in these two lines.

Lines 10 and 11. These lines are written as a single sentence in the Miao text.
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