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M371
5

A® 1. b, CTo T 1. T"
spirits which worship, wth those which give

D°.

peopl e sickness.

INE TC 1, 1A T.T, 1Y
Spirit Zu-gi-za. this is spirit head, is one
T. 1. t- T . C-
classifier which every place all situated. if
. Y CL G, A 1™ 1. Ae S' DN
is very honour him must call 1is yeu-su-nu.
rct. T™C 1Y T. 1. pR

bi-nzao. this is one <classifier which influence

T C, T. 1. Y" T. A" CTv. ts
people, also is one classifier sky-power. able

s T C 1o cl s™, s

i nfluence people cause restless heart, influence
T C 1. L s™, pR T C
peopl e cause inpatient heart, influence people
1o Y° S™. 1o T C 1, T

cause swelling heart. cause people who get

n

ds C, A S. T, T
influence this, able self strangle dead, or else

J" Y", At T. S°®. 1" T C
fall into water, junp cliff dead away. the person
1. T. 8 A D Y Y T.

who dead away this, nust go neke one classifier

C " T A" CTv e, A To to
horse for the sky-power ride. nust wait reach

1. t TC ¢ T D pR T Y
that the person this also go influence get one
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L 1. T. S° T, C Y La
classifier who dead away as well, he presently

TII DII En. C:> Y— Jo Y— A< Dn
get go join his grandnother grandfather plural.

T Ict ¢ 1 ™ A® 4Tt
the bi-nzao this are situated Spirit Zu-gi-za

N A V. C» C-.

bel ow, nust accept his |ordship.

n KRS TC 1, c CT. Y. "1,
ki-zo water. this is situated mdst water. i f
T C Ju ct’, T. T" J Lo, D°

people go washing, then get encounter cone, pain

"', 1" 3" C" A cT’ Y A C T- 7
head, not well, nust seek shanman-healer conme cure
S°, Y La 3",

away, presently well.

A® 1" L™ Y™ S. T I A ¢, CI. 1"+
spirit bi-jio-a-su. the spirits this, wth ki-zo
1. c T'ss  THY 1 Y 3 T,
which situated caves caverns are one kind only,
Y v d- Y C? 3° 3. Yo o’

but there are two sorts appearances. one sort
A Yy TC 3s. T¢C 1+ Qo
changes meke people |ikeness. these not able eat
T C cT. Y" C® Ca A, C- cl

people neat. one sort thus changes cattle pigs

33, T C t= T TC >°.
| i keness. these able give people sickness.

Yy ) oot A® c” T+ 1°C, Y. CL
a-she. sort spirit this borrows snake, cat, wth
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T Lo Y G 3s. te To

chicken conme nmake their |likeness. able bite

G A . T S

children who not big vyet.

YO du T¢ 2. vy C® Prc 1 T
zi-qiao-bao. this is one sort snoke that get

J V. J° 1" ts, T C 1, T
encounter at ground graves. people who get

J C > 1, P T Te [T
encounter this sick is fierce very. if get

J T C, AT T . T ICT

encounter this one, mnust wuse the goat the beard

r

Lo t’ C’ Toe Y La 3".

conme burn penin truly presently well.

Y D% 1. L L. ( T. Ta 1. T T ) )
Yi ki-lao-jiw (also say is the ti-shao-m.)
T C 1Y T. A 1. Y O°

this one is one classifier spirit which Yi

Y, Cro T- V. C™. C= cl C
make, bring cone hide conpleted. cattle pigs if

TII J- -E”, Amc Jn EII Amc T- SE
get encounter at, junp several junps only away
C. T. Ls Ts. A | Y A C

thus die gone finish. nust <call shaman-healer
T- J" T’ S°%, Y Lo 3",

cone collect dig up and renove, presently well.
A< Lo A% 'CY. ( T. Ta 1. As A% 'CY)
Yeu-jio-dlang-hnu. (also say 1is Yeu-dlang-hnu.)

1" C 1. " 1. Y L. Ta 1.
person this is person who old folk say who
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10

11

12.

13

3
tr 1" CTv CA~=T° C~ T" 1. L.
created sky earth nine the ten kinds.

> § Ju Lu. T C L. 1. Y. L
venerable and old. this one thus was old folk
3 3
dn lo v’ lo cT" Jo v?
plural worship rocks worship trees cause rocks
cT" Y V. T T C Lo T T T. L[~ Ca
trees make protection people cause peace. tinme
3
1, lo 1. t° Jou C " C

which worship is every year horse nonth horse

'’ Cro.
day so it is.

n 3
LY A T ¢ C. b 1o Y A
worship door. this one thus worship cause door

5 1

CT- Co Ju Ca J T CTe 3 C™,
keep out evil and calamty at outside conpleted,
i 1, 3" C 3" 1. Lo A cl-.

open that good fortune conme go to house.

Iy oA . 1. 1. ta1mL

sow souls. also say is zao-ki-Ilao.

cT" J. TC 1, ct', D. L. c1-,
ndao-shu. this 1is daughter has polluted house,
CT. T C T. T L 3l T'™
wth person died at another’s house, in addition
T PR " 1 L. A 1

that which not <clean not pure. nust cause

Y A C CTo T- J" S°
shaman-healer wth cone collect away,
c' " TC 1. TcC Y " CL- Y
nao-nao. this is people one party ill-wish one
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1", T. Y ' Cre du T- C™
party, then nake nao-nao carry go bury conpleted
T 1. t 1. Y ¢ \
wait that the person who nmade nao-nao that one
T_ L< T3, Y_ an 3r -[“ An
dead gone finished, presently punish to famly
1. " CL. Y. Ao Y A C
which to ill-wish that. nust call shaman-healer
T' T,: Sa, Y_ an 3“.
conme dig up and renove, presently well.
c™ Y J L. S" T« 1.t C® 1" A°
situated above have witten out thirteen sorts spirit
Lo. d- 1. 3" d- 1. P
cone. there are that good, there are that wevil. if
T" J T, 1T C T" D° Cts 1. r.
get encounter wth, people get sickness which fierce.
Y L" ¢ A ™ Y A C T- 1.
make |like this nust <call shaman-healer cone cure.
n - 3
T C A S" T« A® 1, lo L" C,
below this wll wite out spirits which worship how,
A 1°  L"C® Y™ Lo 3"
must cure how presently well.
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M371
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those that caused sickness

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F pages 34, 35 and 36.
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M372
8
1 o N e A
worship Spirit Zu-gi-za.

T, TPC T D s Y, N

when people get sickness that tinme, mnust cal

Y A C T- Y I\ . 38 3* J-

shaman- heal er conme nmake diagnosis. his kinds have

A" 3s.

four Kinds.

1 T A® L" CLC™, 1. T T ™ cl
the black exceedingly, 1is till the great pig

1. 1, A Y Cr.

which devoted spirits that one eat.

2 T'C" CLa.
pl ace arriving.

3 Y L Y™ As A Cr A T,
grandnot her grandfather want eat want drink.

4 Y I Y A S I N (L
grand not her grandfather rope ox tangled. (road

T- CLCo.) A CT. Cv L. [L["Cw 1o C°

cone arrive.) nust strike dowmmn ox old. tine is rat

8
'’ B Cn ¢’ lo.

day gather, ox day worshinp.

(T Y J° Y A C=)

(give grandnother grandfather |[|ivestock.)

Y 17" Y L. n, C J- D° Cts, |
by gone tine old folk plural, iif bhave sickness, cal
Y A C T-  C D° D° TJ, G [

shaman-heal er cone |ook observe sickness what, he if

n

1. 1. CL D° C, A T- " T
say is type sickness this, nust choose give the
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Cnc

gr eat

3II
wel |

-
Kill

L%
| ead

lcu
sun

LU
t he

pass

cl T- C™. T to 1. D° Cts
pig devote conpleted. wait reach that sickness
Ts, T. T T (R o Y I B PR
finish, then Kkill +the great pig eat. when want
cl Ts, A s’ 1™t D T,
pig eat finish, nust first <call zu-nmu cone,
T ¢ I T L T (LS, s 1.
the great pig out conme to outside, side which
T_ Enc. Yn Lb Tb Cb /_\ -I:!u
cone conpleted. one classifier person nust give
1° Vv T Yo o Y A« lo L L
cup for grandnother grandfather pour w ne cone
-[”I +r Y— A< +U Du. +r A< +U Du -In,
for the man zu-nmu. the nman zu-nu said,
S
J T C- CA™,
arise turn your countenance,
T C- A Lo,
turn your face coneg,
Ao 1" A CH'7 Lo t' LT A,
smling conme receive children
Y* t° Y* t.
one cup one bow,
Y t° Y t.,
two cups two bow s,
1" t° 1" t.,
three cups three bows,
C C T 1
this wne drink and
A, 7% Ao CH'7 Lo J’ C- T,
smling cone stretch your hand,
1 C- C- G .
receive your livestock your pig hold.
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T. tr Tn,
al so intone say,

T" I cr 7 s’ Cr,
get food eat not care eat,

) T" c™ 1l Cw
give for great pig eat.

T Y" Tu 1" S’ T,
get water drink not care drink,

b T" ™ cl Ta
give for great pig drink.

]O_, I_gn TO Tn C-E”I,
holes tonbs deep to be filled,

™ cl CT. Ju  (Ta
great pig struck down go block

T ct? T T C”,
hol es graves deep to be covered,

c™ I Ts D t'e.
great pig run go stop up.

T? CTv A Y CA CLoi,
south Chinese tongues arrive,

™ cl Ts du t'e.
great pig run go stop up.

rcre > Y CA CT.,
north Yi tongues |ong,

c™ I Ts D t'e.
great pig run go stop up.

LT A T 3 T CTs,
children go out outside go out plains,

Y T 1 'C,
col ds and coughs,

c™ cr CT. Ju  CTa.
great pig struck down go block
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LT A Y T CT. Tre,
children nmake <crops mdst flat |and,

T" 3 L Tre,
crops good thus fill flat |and.
LT A Y T CT. CTs,

children nake crops mdst |evel |and,

u

T 3" C, d CTs.
crops good thus fill [level |and.
LT A Y T T. [s,

children work on higher ground,

Ca I [s 3" Lo A,
connector |ower ground good cone junp,

A A LT A T. Cs.
junp go to children higher ground.

LT A Yy T T Cs,
children work on |ower ground,

Ca T, L3 3" Lo A",
connector higher ground good cone junp,

AT A LT A T Cs.
junp go to children |ower ground.

Ca Y CTe T° Y CTe '™ 3",
connector borders land borders place good,

Lo A LT A I CTP T
cone go to children mddle Iand.

LT A J! T J' L,
children gather crops gather harvest,
L ] 1 ] L™,

cone fill house fill place.

LT A (S P T,
children live thus fill walls,

A« c® L. L™,

men live thus fill place.

M372TX 11



T L . 3 L. CT.,
progeny thus good thus fill

C= cl S- Y" CA..

| ivestock pigs resenble water flow ng.
CC. Vs 1. Lu CT.,

nji-vang-bi-lao strike down,

CT. e r L< T

stri ke down great

field terraces,

pig gone to the éround.

CTII CN LII. -[b -In jU +I’.
strike domm ox old. also say is zi.
3 .+ ¢ 1 A bL Y T.
kind which zi this, is famly Mao that one died

- 3 -
1. L 1" J- C Ts C Y La
that will not have seed finish therefore presently
-['I E: Lo, CTII ChJ L||. (Y_ L||
devote livestock cone, strike dowmn ox old. (old folk
Ta 1. Y Je Y Ac L C~ 1" CC,
said that grandnother grandfather rope ox tangled,
T, 1, L T- CLa) A CT. Cw
said that road conme arrived.) nust strike down ox
L. C. pk . > Tr[. T3 + C
old |ook observe then have progeny. when zi this,
A C. pk - Jr L> C T
must | ook observe have how many classifier brothers
C., A CT. 1 Te. S’
thus, nust strike down how many «classifier. first
" Y de Y Ac C- S°, Y La
give grandnother grandfather |ivestock away, presently
te. [ G Ju t 1., c ¢ Co tu 2 T'™
zi. time that zi is, rat day thus zu-mu as well as

M372TX
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C T de T, (T 1. T CLa,)
br ot hers plural gather, (say that guests arrive,)

3

C~ ¢’ Co C’ Ts T cl Lo lo

ox day eat norning neal finish kill pig come worship
1" A° 1. A< S° D7, 'D° CTv Ca CT. Y 1o
spirit which Yeu-su-mu, evening thus pull grandnother
Y A [-. to Cc C, CT.
grandfather livestock. reach tiger day thus strike down
C~ L Ts, (T 1. C» T, Ts.) L 'c’

ox old finish, (say that ox falls finish.) rabbit day

i 1T, ( Ta 1, i ct™)
guests disperse, (say that guests depart.)

M372TX
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M372
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those that caused sickness
1. Worshipping the Spirit Zu-gi-za.

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F pages 36 and 37.
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M373

11 1Y A"

be-a-dli. (Sowi ng soul s)
Y A" D- 1" 33. Y" 33 1, 1Y A
be-a-dli there are three kinds. one kind is be-a-dl
T C°. A L Y An r An

people. famly Mao that one thenselves sow thenselves

T. Y 35 1, LY A T " 33 1.
only. tw kind is be-a-dli <crops. three kind is
LY A C-.

be-a-dli |ivestock.

"1, rFya ¢ L c~ A T T
when be-a-dli this, the nother nust hold bottom
T Lo Co, 1 V. A T T? C*
skirt come catch, the father nust hold bottom gown
Lo Er\J. T,II ]U Er\J Ta, C_ 33 Tnc En"
conme catch. when catch finish, |ook see query many
L. L. T [ D b T + +5 8%

or few. then <carry go pour on the bed away.

T. A D’ J% L T T, [ 1
then nust take seven classifier eggs as well, if
Py A T C. A T" Jo L V@
be-a-dli crops thus nust use seven classifier basket
T T T (T L. T. A T Jo
grain set in loft conpleted. also nust set seven
L* " f A C T'™. A C.
classifier for the shaman-healer as well. below thus
T Y* Ve v, ) A R C'w A

set one basket neal, one pot neat. take spoons

t'e Y CA" A T" L’ Ve C™

push in bow spoons into the basket conpleted.

M373TX 15



Y 1°
handl es

A
spoons

A
nust

Jo T°
cause point

M373TX

-EII
to

Y J.
above.
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M373
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those that caused sickness.
11. Be-a-dli. (sowing souls.)

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F page 37.
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M374

3

10 b Y A+ YT CLCC.
wor ship door a-nzhang.
[
(Y L Ta 1. lo Y™ A° Y™ CLC®)
(old folk said was worship spirit a-nzhang.)
A T C \ ok ¢, 1 1.
famly people that one sick therefore, call cause
A C T- T”? Ts Lo, Y La

shaman- heal er cone investigate out cone, presently

3

lo. A Y" T. R« 1 L

worship. want one classifier gilt whi ch not yet

1 S. A Y’ T. . 1T >

bring young yet. want one classifier which not have

T Su cC' T,

blem sh at all

S’ A LI L T? Y A SP Y™ Le

first nmust kill at the bottom door away. presently

? < ‘ r

C Lo T T" L’ cT’ T, T. t’

lift come pluck off at the side fire, then burn

A" ™ L T T 8. (L. Y L

bristles at the hole fire away. dig one «classifier

T L TS Y A C. ct Yy 'C

hole at the bottom door conpleted. wash intestines
- 8 o

T'"™ T CT. crC’, T- T" L’ T

as well as dung wth blood, bury in the hole

Y s®. [~ CT' L 1 I L 1

that one away. bring neat cone boil in the pot.

[+Cu 1. Y L C 1. < C ¢ T.

tinme that do I|ike this was ox horse day only.

T. A c® Co Co 1. 1" D- s° T,

also nust situated time which not have thunder,

M374TX
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T. Y Le Y. [ A A L Y
then presently do. only want famly Mao that one

1 V. A~ Y A~ T. D° 1, Y
the father hinself do hinself only. night that do

Y, T A 1. YV T A -,

that one, not want cause Chinese cone go to house,

T. T A . 1. YV L  cC'T, Y1
also not want that say Chinese words at all, because
cct T A A® C. C A i P

fear get ruin spirit therefore. only want that say

Yy D" L’ T.
M ao words only.

"1, 1" CT J Ts, 1, A" 1,
when boil nmeat cooked finish, cut off four «classifier
T T° d A to j kT

feet hands conpleted. mnust reach rise early, when

T T 1T 3 Ts Y, t Ve

cock crows random style finish that tine, the father
j L., 17, E T . T CT. ¢ S
rises come, bring brothers plural together eat away,

T. Te 3 L. YV 4 V. CT.
then go out outside gone. but the father wth

c™, T, Co T. ct’ 1" Co. Co cT
not her, sons, eat only. daughters not eat. eat neat

S° Ts, 1" V. du T” Y Av S° Ta,
away finish, the father goes open door away say,

T T . 331 1 L,
open that which prosperity cause cone,

> 11

T Co Jv Lo J S° CT. 3.
cl ose calamty away outside.

T A T L c™,
descendants many,

M374TX 19



DII
go

DII
go

Lo
cone

Lo T T,
come knock agai nst

M374TX

T
do not

Y® 8™.
be angry.
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M374
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those which caused
sickness.
10. Worship of the door a-nzhang.

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F pages 37 and 38.

M374NT

21



M375

3
9 b > § 2" L.

Worship venerabl e and ol d.
1" Jou to c " c ¢’ T.
every year reach horse nonth horse day then
_ 3 3 n -
Y Lo lo. T" 1o lo Y, A A
presently worship. when worship that tine, nust carry
Y’ T. T, [~ Y L1 L Yo
one classifier chicken, take one flask wne. one
L° T C A Lo y" 1° YT T
classifier person must take one basin neal corn

3
Tmc. DII -In C-[o I.D, C" V_ T3 -[b
as well. go together worship, eat food finish then
T L T > § c, T, CTe
di sperse. the nountain venerable this, before tine
CTe T° T A . Cf T J" T,
after tinme not want that fell trees gather firewood.
C. N . b? \ cT T
only want day that worship that one fell fitting
T [ 1 CTCT CTv T° ct, YT« A T
only. if before tine after time fell, truly wll get
D° Cts C1 7T " T D C%, T D° Cts
sickness. if not know get go fell, get sickness
Ts, T" Y A 1. T Lo C
finish, at that time, nmust <carry chicken take Ww ne
3

du lo S° Y Lo 3", T" Jo Du lb®
go worship away presently well. when go worship
Y A T,
at that tinme nust say,

A< v’ A< cT,

grandfather rock grandfather tree,

M375TX
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C. c™ s L. o .

you situated high you see clearly.

C- A V. As LT A,
you want |ook after children,

I__ Tn AII T< 3,
children go out outside,

n n

du CT. C v? C t.,
go mdst road rocky road cliff,

Ju CT. Y"
go mdst water.

t, T, C, r,
robbers, soldiers, tigers wolves,

A 1, [ CT» s®
want that you block away,

A 'a V. T
want nake protection.

to I Ja Yy ¢ C
reach next year nmake day this,

LT A T. L,
children then bring,

ns

Cre C T- T C. 1o,
bring wine come for you drink,

Cro cT T- " L Co.
bring neat come for you eat.

(s 1., Jos, Jos, S° Ca
(say that, mxed, mxed, away thus
3 n ns

lo s® Ts, lo C J’
worship away finish, pour wne offer

T- T A® +° 0" 1 s° C.,

present for Spirit Zu-gi-za away thus,

So Ts CLC..
reckon finish conpleted.

M375TX

finish

Ts Ts.)

T" s® L" r°
on side left

33 3!’1C
requi renents

finished.)
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M375
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those that caused sickness
9. The worship of the venerable and the old.

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F page 38
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M376

12 CT. J. (1.
ndao-shu. (shu 1is blood.)

T C 1 ct, >. C. c1- s A

this one is daughter did pollute house away. want

1 | s? Y L 3" 35 C 11,
that clean away presently well. kind this call say
1. CT. S° A | " Y A C° T-. A

is strike blood. nust <call shaman-healer cone. want

% T, A, . A T Js Vi, T

one classifier dog, also want set seven baskets, or

1. Ce Ve I C, T'"™ Y" L*
is nine baskets horse food, as well as one <classifier

cT" Y T 1. D- A" do, CT. Y"
cloth trousers which has four Chinese feet, wth one

Tu T, T. CT. Y" i Y
classifier chicken, also with one thousand two
1 T T, T, A c T-
hundred cash as well. when the shaman-healer cone
3 o

CEnu Ta, A_ ]u Er Jrk A y T, En-
arrive finish, nust that cut seven sections, or

3 o
Ce A Y A" D® Lo, T. 1"V, S

nine sections henp stalk conme, then w nd around yarn

3

L T, J’ A 1"V, J’ CLC,,

red upon, seven sections w nd around seven bands,
8 -

Cr~ A 1" Vs Cr~ CLC.,, A C° T

nine sections wnd around nine bands, nust put on

Y" L’ 1. T 1o c™ L* 1" CT?®
one classifier table which situated the mddle

Cj'_ -[7II jn -[7- E)n EHI ju Cno ]-3
house. wusing brush sweep dust which situated bottom

M376TX
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™ r ™ Lo "Vve T 1. T 1. c™

room top room cone to the table which situated

L©  1I"CT® T Y . t Y A C
the mddle house that one conpleted. the shanan-healer
Cro T 1" C- cy” T 1 A° 1. 1" L.
using the hi-zhi (one «classifier banboo which split
Y A" +'y L[5 L' T Cts T toc Lo
make four cuts) poked bottom bed bottom shelf cone
"V T 1T . t Y A C° T A

to the table conmpleted. the shaman-healer stirred

L’ 1° Y", CC~ C° C. Y 33Y 3s.
the basin water, wuttered incantation thus at |ength.
Y L> rc* 1 Cl. Y, Y

two classifier assistants who wth there, one

L> > A 1% CTn Y’ L> 1.
classifier |led dog go ahead, one classifier carry

T CL Y T?, 1" CLC. L* CT° T,
chicken arrive behind, go around the edge fire,

1" CC. T" L" S", " CLCa T L r
three circuits to right, three circuits to left

S°. T. - Y* L I Cre T
away. also have one <classifier assistant use the

T Lo to L" 1. Ve C™ C®
washing dolly. follow like that baskets mnmany [|ift up
T 1 T Lo, A S T T
strike so many washing dollies. nman head forbid say
L, c. ™ T 1™ 1" T 1 > T T
words, only use foot show at place that had son at
Y . Y A L™ 1. T K

that place only. the father-in-law who cane clean

- Y, ' Y 1°C° L. J T
house that one, took one felt cape cone wap up son

M376TX

26



C™, T’ T? [ L T« 1L
conpl eted, spread bottom gown cone gather up spirit

TU j7n LII En, ]-q JU ]q-1 EHI
son spirit descendants, gather up blood wap up dust
T, t A C° 1", CTo, C* A
as well. the shaman-healer went ahead, |eading dog
1 T Y Y’ t, Te 3. Le

cérrying chicken neke one conpany go outside. gone

"1, Y CL E, An S V.
about one neasure road, famly head the father

to Y T d., TCTe AT L s
follow after went, together snoked drank w ne away.

Coe T. L Coe Ts. Y v T- ¥ t

each then gone each finish. but cone one classifier

C, T 1, s’ T 2., A T.  CCa Y’
road, when return back go, nust then arrive one

n

to C C™.
classifier road conpleted.

M376TX
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M376
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those which caused
sickness.
12. Ndao-shu.
(shu is blood)

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F pages 38 and 39.
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M377

3 17 +° Y".

ki-zo water
Y Jdo D, ct’, S’ Lo D° L" r*, T, 1.
wonman go washing, return cone pain head, say that
T|| J— jm _I_o YII C_, A I1u
get encounter ki-zo water therefore, nmust cal
Y A C° T- 1. A T Y V@ T
shaman- heal er conme cure. nust set one basket food
c, T T T T 3. #
horse, kill chicken boil neat in readiness. the
Y A C \ T- CLo, s A 2.
shaman- healer that one conme arrive, first nust go
CCn Y L T [ Lo Co
dig one classifier hole conpleted cone separate
1" +° YL T G A 1’ L 1,  D°
ki-zo water. when he wants take person who sick
d. Ca Ity Y, A Cro Y’
go separate Kki-zo water that tinme, mnust carry one
T i R . T. I P A Y"
classifier cross which unwind yarn go, need one
L> CTeT. I YV T I°L \ T D
person unwind yarn, but the cross that one not have
S, T. ALY L 1 £y
thread, also need one classifier assistant |ift one
310 CTII YII’ EO -[II LU ]°-1 Y— J' EFIC.
bowl wood water, place at the hole above conpleted.
Lu ]21 Cno Ln I—>, Lu 310 Yu Cno Sa
the hole situated left, the bow water situated side
Ln Sr_ TU j’ﬂ Ln COO Vb —In En LU j70 YII
right. the cross situated at Ilower the bow water.

M377TX
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% L> T. r, Yy L } T> Y A
one person unwi nds yarn, one person plays reed pipe.
Y* L CT. L* 1°° Y (L 1°° Y"
one person strikes the bow water. (the bow water
dai biao Y" L* CcT.) 1" Y A C
represents one classifier drum) the shaman-healer

$ T CL,, - Y L e
plays nouth harp, there are tw classifier assistants,
Y* L T Y" lo° T, Y* L

one person lit one classifier torch, one person

C Y 1° Acr, T 1 A 3" A
lifts one bow lard, or else is oil vegetable, nust
s’ T Jo 1 T Ta, To 1. L 1.
first heat <cause hot very, wait that person who

ok Y LT 1. CL« Y

sick that one enter the hole which dug that one,

to VAR o A R & $

reach one mddle only, the shaman-healer play

1" CE, S°, 1. Y* L° 1 A° 1.
nmouth harp away, drink one nouthful liquid fat blow
" LT I L Lo. L> 1. O° \
on torch <cause ignite cone. person who sick that one
T" Ts s?, T C >° Cts 3 L
get startled away, because of this sickness well gone
Ts. YL C Se 1. Ca s°
finish. do like this reckon that separate away

Ts. T C L> 3. > L L Ts.
finish. this time person who sick cone gone finish
"1 TC 1 ™ Y TCe 1T

al | people who situated that place each scatter

T Ce. T"1 Y Ts Y, " T T T,
each when do finish that time, wuse hand throw away

M377TX
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]!0
bow

C.
t hus

1.
t hat

Y”,
wat er ,

"L T> Y A
cross, reed pipe
Lo A C3-

conme go to house

-[u
to

Y T°.
behi nd.

M377TX
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let fall
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finish.

-In
not

Le,
gone,
A
want
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M377
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those which caused
sickness
3. Water Ki-zo.

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F page 39.

Yang Yung-xin followed Wang Ming-ji in using the Chinese “dai biao” for the word
“represented”
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M378

2 CT. 1" C+".
stri ke bi-nzao.

T C T Jo Y 1o, Y A, [ T 1" Ct"

people whether is woman, man, if get bi-nzao

D Ts, A | Y A C T-
influence finish, nust call shaman-healer cone

Ca S° Y Lo 3", CT. 1" Ct" -
separate away presently well. strike bi-nzao have

B L’ To. Y" 1" Ta 1, CT. 1" CtY,

several words say. one group say that strike bi-nzao,

1T - Ta 1. T NG T. Ta
and there are say that break bi-nzao, also say

Ca 1" Ct.
separate bi-nzao

T" 1, CT. o, 33 1T Ts.

% A + ] ct 1 L
one group thus choose rise early that the one

T" o} c 7T s® C., 1 C

get influence this not aware him the shanman-healer

™ % K s T T-  CT 3,

bring one classifier boot slip-on out conme outside,

CT. t . T It Y s?,

strike the one who get bi-nzao that one away, return

L« Ts. t 1. T p) I

gone finish. the one who get influence this get

Ts S° C. 3" L< Ts.

startled away thus well gone finish.

>- Yoo T L. A ¥ ]

there is one group as well thus nust choose rise
M378TX
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ct . L ¢ Y T T Y, 1"t
early that the sun one out conme that tinme, prepare
Y T T1L 71T ™, " T 3YTT, O
powder arrow oot conpleted, boil add fern, gi ve
" TC 1 (L. I Ct Y af s?,

for person who wth bi-nzao that one drink away,

En 3“ Ta.

thus well finish.

T. Y" 35 Co, A ™y L T’
also one kind thus, nust take one classifier egg
T I T Y C. Y ot ot
chicken tie hang on one classifier branch fruit

A L, Y A C S & C

peach conpleted. shaman-healer twi st string bells

1. T I L. T. 1, L° T Y
cause the bi-nzao cone. wait that the egg that one
Y 3° C.. T Y" Tu Y T- CT. s®
noves thus. wusing one classifier knife strike away
C. 3" Ts.

thus well finish.
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M378
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those that caused sickness
2. Striking the bi-nzao.

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F page 40.
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M379

6 1L Gt (T. 1. 1 J L3 ™)
Zi-qgiao-bao fan. (also say that encounter snoke.)

T C Ts 3 Y c’, [ J

person go out outside do work, if get encounter

t oo, > T T, L ct Y oA
zi -qgiao-bao, sinply get fall gone, turn over eyes black
Y O A°, T” Y O C™, 1 ts Ta

eyes white, open eyes conpleted, not able say

L, T o+ C L. vy L ¢ 1. 1
words, not able hear words. do I|ike this say that
0 d. Ct ¢ L. A | Y A C
zi-qgiao-bao fan therefore so. nust <call shaman-healer
T- 1° G T CLo Ts, A C* Y"

cone cure. he cone arrive finish, mnust |ead one

T C'- bl Lo, " A Ce> "
classifier goat male cone, the assistant rides three
CL. T A P & Y I ol

times around person who sick that one the place

12, 1" CCa 8 L" S, " CLC T L.
lying, three times to right, three tinmes to |left.

C 1. 1T 3 L. A . TA 1L,

if is not well thus nust also roll spinning wheel,
1" CCa 8 L" S, " CC " LI, C,

three tinmes to right, three times to left, thus

3" Ts.
well finish.
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Miao spirits that were worshipped and those that caused sickness
6. Fanned by the zi-giao-bao.

(Also described as encountering smoke.)
Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F page 40.
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M380

7 Y D> I.uC> (L. 1. 1. T " J27)
Yi gi-lao-jiw. (also say that the ti-shao-ma.)
T 1A C .Y T 1.+t

the spirit this thus one classifier which touches

- I T, T t° T, T C
|ivestock pigs only, not touch people. the this

Ca Y D° A®. CC CIl. Y > 71 3, G T. Y
t hus Yi spirit. if wth Yi not good, he then nake
A® C T- c ™ TC L™,
spirit this conme place in person house conpleted,
L cJ \ > L. T. L Ts.
| ivestock pigs that place sick thus die gone finish.
G " Y* L’ T° 1 A° 1. 1"
he wusing one classifier section banboo which not
lo° T, CT. S cI T A [ T-
big only, pack thread silk in inside, bring cone
C° " 1 -, I'cc 1, cr L
place in house cattle, or else is side road
Enc. E— 1u TII T’u, C- CJ— T. 1u
conpleted. if get knock, livestock pigs die is
r. A | Y A C T- LI s®
quick. nmust call shaman-healer cone investigate away
Y La 3".
presently well.
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M380
Miao spirits that were worshipped and those which caused
sickness.
7. The Yi gi-lao-jiw.
(Also called the ti-shao-ma.)

Compiled by Yang Yung-xin.
Notes.

This material is recorded in Document F page 40.
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M381

Cdn» 1. Y A®.
song which nmake spirit.
T Y J° Y A< T cl.
give grandnother grandfather chicken pig.
Aq Eno Ln T|| JD;
yeu-jio-li-dao slept,
12 A< L L" T, 1" 1° JO T CTS,
slept yeu-jio-li-dao the bed in the mdst,
Ac [ L" T, cl$§ L
yeu-jio-li-dao dream evil.
A< Eno Ln TII CIb Er Cb,
yeu-jio—+i-dao went consult shaman-healer,
5  AcLw LT, CTs C. .
yeu-jio-li-dao went consult enchanter.
C. & C. |' Ts,
consult shanman-healer consult enchanter reveal ed,
T, A< Ce L™ T, T C™ A°.
revealed vyeu-jio-li-dao great spirit.
A< [ L° T Y T T . CL. T,
yeu-jio-li-dao made rations carried on back,
DII +o Jn Lb TU +u DU Lq CA“C Tn.
went reached the person zu-mu gone world.
10 A< Eno Ln TII Jr Cn C-I:o,
yeu-jio-li-dao together wth,
Cl. J1L° T t, Do CTs C Lo,

W th t he person zu-mu went reckon tine,

C Co C Cu T
reckon tinme reckon date in,

T" 35 Lo T L ",
in dragon bring the rabbit nonth,
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C~ Cro T c 'C.
ox bring the horse day.

reoTm t, D T CC.  ct.
t he person zu-nmu canme arrive early.

T"C T T T- 4+ Co
the brothers canme gather.

TCT T - CI,
the brothers cane wth,

CTo Ae Lo L" T, Y,

with vyeu-jio-li-dao nake,

Y A< Lo L" T, ITC™ A°.

make yeu-jio-li-dao great spirit.

I T to v Ca J. Cre,

t he person zu-mu thus did use,

Cro T- Cte Lo J G L'

used knife shining so as to slice,
_ 8

C'® T A JA° J1°,

slice section banboo open,

Y JCT® ts Lo Co,

make divining sticks able cone enquire,

Co A® S° DY Tac do Lo.

enquire forebears query see cone.

A® S D¢ Lo 1° 3 J.

forebears conme spider web.

JrCT® J" J' L.

divining sticks fall spread out.

| A% S° D Lo T" T,

call forebears cone give chicken

[ A® S' Ct" Lo " J.
call ancestors cone give pig.

A® 8 D 1. T yroT
forebears carry chicken wthin the hands,
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40

A% S° CHf T- T b Ju T" T..
ancestors carry the pig upon back.

Cn 1o Y A®s' D T,
connector wonen nake forebears food for journey,

Cn A< En 3_ Jnc,
connector nmen thus did weave,

J™ A< S° Ct° 1.
wove ancestors sandal s.

Aa Su :)u -I:ll jlll 33’
forebears wore sandals henp plant,

A® S" Ct° T" 1" CT.
ancestors wore sandals henp fibre.

A® S° D¢ NS J 7% crr,
forebears ancestors together clinbed,

crc” Ct 1" Ca T" 1° CLC..
clinbed abode of spirits nountain caterpillars.

-[II j7|l 33 j”l CT_
wear sandals henp plant sandals henp fibre

J' C. Ly,
so as to tread on,

Co 1° CLr Cls L" C. L- G.
tread on caterpillars crawing as big as small

A3,
sheep,

Co 1° CL. S° 47T
tread on caterpillars side beyond.

Aa SU DU qu Cno L< E7n< T::,
forebears place sit gone place where,

c™ CT. Ct 1° Ca T T L L™

situated wthin abode of spirits land earth red.

Aa Su C_l_r E)m J: 3|| E1n< T:;,
ancestors place sleep located place where,
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E!r‘ﬁ
pl ace

J: 3II
sl eep |ocated

CA..
col our ed.

Ct 1" Ca
abode of spirits

M381TX
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M381
A song of spirit worship.
Offering a chicken and a pig to the ancestors.

Collected by Wang Ming-li.

Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B pages 26 and 27.
Line 9. The expression CA~ T" normally means “the world”, but literally it means
“within the land”. Thus, though L< CA~ T" can mean “gone into the world”, its probable

meaning here is simply, “gone out and about”. The zu-mu did not live locally, he had to be
sought in a village some distance away.

Line 25. A note in the Miao text explains that 1° 3 is a spider.

M38INT 44



Cdn»

M382
1. Y A°.

song which nmake spirit.

T-

(G L Ca As (G O

devote the grandnother the grandfather ox pig.

10

C' CTo L' CT" I,

sunshine shine brightly,

3 5

C’ CTv c" Con T CC. JL" A,

sunshine birds flock conpletely keening,

LA ct.  f An,

keening wthin head river,

T Ca Ac e I" 1+ CH° cC™ Cro.
tell connector man father nanme renenber so it is.
Ac Lo 1" 1 CcT, C- C,

man father went consult shanman-heal er

Er Cb Er I TP,
consult shaman-healer consult enchanter reveal ed,

T A Ce 1" 11 ré C. Cr,
revealed nmn father offer thus ox.

3 3
C' CTv C’ cT" CT-,
sunshine shone brightly,

3
L' CT c Co T CC. IL A,
sunshine birds flock conpletely keening,

T C. Ac Lo 1"+ Ct° CC™ Cro.
tell connector nman father nane renenber so it is.
Ae Ce 1"+ CT» C. I

man father went consult enchanter,

Er Cb Er I TP,
consult shaman-healer consult enchanter reveal ed,

T, A< Lo J7 1 re Ca cl.
revealed man father offer thus pig.
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A¢ Lo 1" 4 T. TS T L to cI-.
man father then returned cane back reached house.

A< Eno jn +r C-[o DII I ,U,

man father wth went call

[ T C to Do Jo T- T,

call people =zu-mu cause cone devote,

T- Cn As T C~ T" Co A

devote the grandfather the ox for the grandfather.

T Cre I" 11 CT. Ju | ™,
man father with went call

I " Tb Cb +u Du jo T' -[r,
call people zu-mu cause cone devote,
T- Co J° I 0 " Cn do.

devote the grandnother the pig for the grandnother

Co Jo Ca J. C*,
the grandnother thus did |ead,

C* I C* T T"

lead the pig lead the hand.

Cn A< En 3_ Erk,

the grandfather thus did |ead,

C* T Cv C* T e

lead the ox l|lead the arm

T2 3.2 Y T J T t,
people zu-mu made divining divining sticks slice.
JrCT® J" Y" tu.

divining sticks fell one group.

T C to v ts Lo s®,

people zu-mu able cone escort,

S3 Cn Jo Cn A< ]o +o
escort the grandnother the grandfather cause reach

c3-.
house.
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Co Jo Cn As cl- T C'"™
t he grandnother the grandfather house country

Cno E)nq TD,
situated place where,

c™ Ca Y" I I L L™.
situated connector one pile earth red.

Co 1o Ca A< c3l- T '™
t he grandnot her the grandfather house country

CnO E!r‘ﬁ T:,,
situated place where,

c Ca Y" I T L A
situated connector one pile earth black.

M382TX
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M382
A song of spirit worship.
Devoting an ox and a pig to the ancestors.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B page 30.

3
Line 2. Theinitial L’ CTv, which this conventional construction requires, is missing in the
Miao text.

Line 9. The poetic construction suggests that, following this line, there ought to be another
parallel to line 3. Sometimes, in such circumstances it is possible to reconstruct the missing
line by reference to a similar passage in another song. In this case no such information is
available.
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Cdn»

M383
1. Y A°.

song which nmake spirit.

ct

Y o Y A< T

wash grandfat her grandnother feet.

J: TII Cn T!O Y”,
copper pan connector heat water,

ST C. ct T,
copper bow connector wash feet,

Ct A®S° D A*SCH T 1. AS,
wash forebears ancestors feet cause white,

ct A® S D" APS'CH T To cC” Av.

wash forebears ancestors feet cause clinb door.

J: TII Cn T!O Y”,
copper pan connector heat water,

ST C. ct T,
copper bow connector wash feet,

ct A S° D' APS'CE T 1 N

wash forebears ancestors feet cause white clean,

ct A® S° D¢ NS TS 1. CcTI. A
wash forebears ancestors feet cause go door.

M383TX
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M383
A song of spirit worship.
Washing the ancestors’ feet.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B page 29.

Line 1. A note in the text explains that J> T" means a copper pan, and J> 1" T" in line
2, means a copper bowl.

Line 4. The word CL" means “to climb”, but it is used before “table” to mean “to go to a
meal”, before “boat” to mean “to board”, and before “door” to mean “to enter”.
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Cdn»

M384
P Y A®.

song which nmake spirit.

73“ T3

33 v du " Y o

Hmao- dang clans song which give grandnother

Y A< Cr,
gr andf at her  ox.

10

J% D" 1" Ts 33,

seven comunities G -dang clan

J's D" 1" Ts A®,

seven comunities G-dang spirit,

A% S° D 12 CA® CAs CAs J* toc

forefathers slept ridge by ridge wthin coffin
C™.
conpl et ed.

1 C+. L 1" T Y N

| arge bl ack ants nade gather together.

j,u C+|| Eno jn -I:-I T' j<,
| arge bl ack ants cane gnaw ng,

d< A° S CH Ca T 1° Cs 1" 1,

gnawi ng ancestors connector bones thus teased,

A% S° D¢ T J T"

ancestors go out not get,

A® S° D T Lo A Cw
ancestors arose forthwith came want ox.

J's D¢ 1" Ts 33,
seven conpanies G-dang clan

J's D¢ 1" Ts A,
seven conpanies G-dang spirit,

J's D¢ C* J' To As,
seven conpanies led seven classifier sheep,
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led cone wth yeu-jio-li-dang,
Ca T T C* A®.
connector get great spirit.
A< Eno Ln T3 CTII,
yeu-jio-li-dang Kkilled,
15 CT. Ca IT° C~ T A®° S CH.
killed connector the ox for ancestors.
do Ca ts Lo S°,
tonmorrow able cone away,
Ac L L" Ts Cn L> C C® Ct
yeu-jio-li-dang connector daughter-in-law washed,
ct A® S° CH' T 1o AS,
washed ancestors feet caused white,
Jo A® S Ct' A A® S' Ct" cal-.
caused ancestors go to ancestors house.
J 1" Ts ct (o 1T
seven G -dang nanmes situated bel ow.
1" Ts. C. 1" Ts 35, 1" Ts V.
G -dang tiger. G -dang dragon. G -dang Chinese
1" Ts CC" T°. 1" Ts cC" 1.
G -dang clinb bottom G -dang clinb I and.
1 Ts oo Te. 1" Ts Y S T.
G -dang plant banboo. G -dang chi cken wor mwood.

C* T- CTo A< L~ L Ts,

M384TX

52



M384
A song of spirit worship.
The Hmao-dang clan’s song of offering an ox to the ancestors.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B pages 27 and 28.

Line 1. The basic meaning of the word 'D" is “people”, and in particular a community of

people. In modern usage it refers to the Hua Miao who call themselves T~ 'D",
“A-hmao”. The word is prefixed to names of villages and to clans, and here refers to seven
groups of people, that is the seven sub-clans.

Line 1. The word 33 normally means “a kind” or “a sort”. In the present context it means
“a clan”.

Line 2. The word A° has a wide sweep of meanings. In modern speech it means “spirit”

and Y~ A°is a verb meaning “to worship the spirits”. The basic meaning seems to be
something having life, and in the old songs the word is regularly prefixed to the names of
animals and birds. In the present context it means a group of living people, and is used in
parallel to the word “clan”.

Line 9. The basic meaning of the word D°? is similar to that of the word 'D" in line 1. In

common speech Y~ D°? is the normal name for the Yi people, but here it simply refers to the
seven sub-clans.

Of the names of the seven sub-clans, the first two may be totemistic in origin, and the third
may have been derived from its proximity to a Chinese settlement. The fourth presumably
refers to living in a valley, and fifth to living on a hill slope. The sixth group may have got
its name from their skill in the use of bamboo. The aromatic plant wormwood is common on

the hills of the Yunnan-Guizhou border. It is called Y~ é or

Y™ S T', and gives its name to the seventh sub-clan.
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M385

do A° A Ct. Cdn, T" + 1 [,
wonman spirit man w dower song. Tao Zi-gai sang.
Jon C te Lo 1",

10

year this able cone know,

Js J" Ct 1" Ca C* o T".
did know abode of spirits set snare rope copper.
CA=T" T C L. A"T A, J CC° re,

world people thus soul s clinb carefree,

Jde 1 L" CTs A" T A, CTo crc” re,
wonman Ko- | i-ndang soul with clinb carefree,
C™ s Jdo J1° L" CTs A" T" A, JTA°  CJC.
snared wonman Ko-Ii-ndang soul neck arm

T, CTr de 1° L" CTs S T,

before woman Ko-li-ndang resenbled sunrise,

CcTy T CTv T D%,
sky get sky constantly,

Jde 1° L" CTs S '’

woman Ko-li-ndang resenbled sunset.

Jo ¢ LT CT" L T,
year this onens of death stealthily cone |ock up,
T 1o 1°LCTs 1 T +.

| ock up wonman Ko-li-ndang flee not arrange.

T, CTo Jde 1 L" CTs S- Jds CT?,
before woman Ko-li-ndang resenbled flower full,

CTe T cTv T D%
sky get sky constantly,

de 1° L" CTs S s Vs.
woman Ko-li-ndang resenbled flower dropping.
C'” tu Jdo J1° L" CTs CTv.
grieve dark woman Ko-li-ndang sky.
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Jon C ts Lo 1"
year this able conme know,

s J" Ct 1" Coo C™ lo- "
did know abode of spirits set snare rope iron.

CA=T" T C Ca A" T A, CLC° To,
world people thus souls <clinb ever quicker,

A< 1°L"CTs AT A, C(CT. cc To

man Ko-1i-ndang soul with clinb ever quicker,
C* A< J1° L" CTs AT A J A T"

snared man Ko-Ii-ndang soul neck hand.

T, CTr A< 1° L" CTs S T,

before man Ko-li-ndang resenbled sunrise,

CTv T CTv T D%,
sky get sky constantly,

e 1° L" CTs S- 'CYCF.

man Ko-li-ndang resenbled sunset.

Ju ¢ CT. CTo Lo J,
year this onmens of death stealthily cone trap,
LA 1°LCTs 1 T A.

trap man Ko-li-ndang flee not escape.

T, CTr e 1° L" CTs S- Jds CT?,
before man Ko-li-ndang resenbled flower full,

CTv T CTv T D%,
sky get sky constantly,

A< 1° L" CTs S- Jds cl”.
man Ko-li-ndang resenbled flower drooping.
" te A 1°LCTs C.

grieve blocked man Ko-Ili-ndang road.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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M385
Song of the spirit woman and the widower.

Sung by Tao Zi-gai.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 18, page 20)

Line 2. In the Miao text the expression Ct7 1" Coo, “the abode of the spirits”, is written
Ctr 1" Coo.

Lines 3 and 4. The word [I'® means “quickly and without hesitation”. It can be used of a
girl who runs away with a lover, usually to avoid an unwelcome marriage. Here it describes
a group of souls climbing quickly upward and with gay abandon. The parallel word in lines

17 and 18 is To.. Of horses and cattle this means “frisky and high spirited”. It also
describes a person running with accelerating speed. In this song it describes a group of souls
climbing upward quickly and yet more quickly.

Line 7. This line, which is also repeated as lines 12, 21 and 26, is a conventional form of
words common in the songs which marks the elapse of some time. It has a picturesque form,
“while the sky remained constant”, but means simply “after this” or “afterwards”.

Lines 19 and 20. In both these lines the Miao text reads J°, “woman”, where it should

read A<. “man”.

Lines 21 and following. The substitution of “woman” for “man” in lines 19 and 20 has

resulted in a succession of further errors in the Miao text.

1 Having stated in line 20 that “the woman was like the sunrise”, normal poetic form
then demanded that something should be said about the man. To do this line 25 was
moved up to follow line 20.

2 Unfortunately line 25 stated that the man was like a “flower in full bloom”, and
this did not match the “sunrise” in the in the previous line. Accordingly the word

", "moon” was substituted for 13, “flower”. So amended the line read “full
moon” instead of “flower in full bloom ¢, and this accorded well with the common
identification of the sun as a maid and the moon as a youth.

3 Having thus dislocated the text, the writer put the remaining lines back together as
best he could. Fortunately none was lost in the process. So the sequence of lines in
the Miao text is as follows, 20, 25, 21, 23, 24, 26, 22, 27, 28.
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M386
1, C'oLr. 3T, Cv, L

song which shave head. Zhang De-jiu, Hnmao-Io,

|1U

sang.

10

3 3

C' CTv C’ cT" CT-,

sunshine shine very fine,

3

C' CTv ts Lo 3",

sunshine able conme good,

3" Jde 1C* A L[ 1"t CTv Cro

good woman nother nman father early plant
C-.
buckwheat .

Co T- C. A’ T,

buckwheat came thus black ground,

Lo J .Y T
buckwheat ripen thus nake food.

Jde 1" A C[~1" 1 L. P Lo

SU

woman nother man father thus did conme first

E,nq,
t ake,

E,m T— an Ln C]’u Eno DII Gb,
take the sickle curved carry go reap,

Gs Co Ca cT’® T
reap buckwheat thus clear ground.

T Ca T+ 1I"T. ' T Co
pl ace connector sheaves |ike pigeons feed
Cde,
fl ock,
do Ca T" L. ts Lo S°,

tonorrow cane able cone away,

Lo S*CT* 2. Ve Ts 1" Ct,
canme dawn daybreak finish early,

M386TX
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3 3
C CTv C’

CT" CT.,
sunshine shine very fine,
3
C' CTe t< Lo 3",
sunshine able conme good,
Lo 3" Jde 1" ™ A« [ 1"+  CTv CT.
cone good wonan nother nman father early thresh
Co.
buckwheat .
A [~21+ L. O T,
man father thus did |Ievel,
T’ T As Tee 1" T,
| evelled threshing fl oor flat.
de 1 ™ C, J. Lo s’ C'~,
woman nother thus did cone first take,
E,m I.D— Tn Lo +r Enu CAB,
take rope come thirty rows,
J" Co C, cT’® T".
col l ect buckwheat thus clear ground
A< Ceo 1"+ L. D Lo S’ CT.,
man father thus did come first thresh
CT. Co C, CA® CAs.
thresh buckwheat thus r ows.
Jon C 3" "~ T. 3" Jou,
year this good season then good vyear,
de 1 C A L J" 1 D Lo S’ J",
woman nother man father did conme first collect,
J" Co C, J° Tv.
col l ect buckwheat thus fill building.
de 1 C~ A« L[ I 1 CT. J’ CT..
woman nother man father thought not swallow
de 1Cc* A [~ 11 L. J_ ",
woman nother man father thus did arrange,
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1" ccCcI1c Ca D T-,
arrange relations thus did cone,

T- ' 1L TTCL C. L" .
cone shave the naked one connector head.

i T° T Ca °,
t he naked one grew,

lb° CT, 1" CT- CT. 1" CT,,
grew strongly vigorously,

lb° 1" CT. L" T
grew well i ke sunrise.

L' CTo L’ CT' CT,,
sunshine shine very fine,

' CTo s L 3
sunshine able conme good,

Lo 3" Jdo 1"C* A L[ 1"+ CTv
come good woman nother man father early

)

D.
barl ey.

o

D T' Tn Lo En Y_ +||,
barley come ground come thus nmake full,

p) J 1" CAs T Clo A
barley ripened waves flock flying.

de 1" C™ A« L[ 1"+ L. L" §° C',
wonman nother man father thus first took,

C'w I L™ L" C2', Cre T T
took the sickle curved carry in the hand.

Eno
pl ant

En D_ Lo SU Gb,

thus did conme first reap,

Gs p) T LI [. CcT% T
reap barley ground like thus clear ground,
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T Ca T+, L"To C"ANT To G

pl ace connector sheaves |ike cranes feed
Cde.
fl ock.

[ T Lo ts Lo S°,

tomorrow cane able cone away,

L. S*CTv L'V, Ts ct,
came dawn daybreak finish early,

3 3
C' CTv C’ cT" CT-,
sunshine shine very fine,

L' CTo L3
sunshine able conme good,

s 3" do 1" ™ A« L[~ 1"+ CTv

JII

Y-
make

did good worman nother man father early collect

)

D.
barl ey.

e 1" A LC~1" 1 L. J. Lo S’

wonan nother man father thus did come first

E,m,
t ake,

E,nq I.D_ Tn Lo A“ Enn CA3,
take rope cone forty rows,

T. > . CI° T
carry barley thus clear ground.

de 1"C™* As [ I ¢ CT,,
wonman nother man father threshed,

o

CT. D C. CA® CAs.
threshed barley thus r ows.

Jon C C. 3" Cee C. 3" Jou,
year this thus good season thus good year,
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de 1 c A [CeJ1"%+ L. PR Lo S’
woman nother man father thus did conme first

JII’

col | ect,
Jr ») C. ] ca-.
collect barley thus filled house.
1o 1C* A L1+ C° U ¥
wonan nother man father live not remain,
de 1 c A [CeJ1"+ L. PR Lo S’

woman nother man father thus did conme first

",
arranged,

1" c¢ceCc"1" ¢ L. J. T,
arranged relations thus did cone,

T- I TTCH G Cee Lu
cone shave t he daughter young woman adult

Ca. L" .
connector head.

L O R N G Cne Lu L°,
t he daughter young wonman adult grew,

lo° CT., 1" CT» S L" CT®.
grew strongly resenbled noon full.

C. 1" D, CT..
t hus ended.
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M386
A song about head-shaving.

Sung by Zhang De-jiu from Hmao-lo.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 14, page 12).

Line 4. The word A", meaning “black”, is a reference to the dark stems and foliage of the
buckwheat. The flower is bright pink.

Line 5. The word T’ means “food”, but more particularly provisions for a journey.
Buckwheat might be cooked and eaten just like rice or maize meal, but it was also made into
heavy round cakes, ideal, if rather dry, rations for a journey.

Line 36. In this line J. CAs means “waves” or “ridges”, and T~ CJd° means “crowd”,

“herd” or “flock”. Since A® means “to fly”, the line is presumably a metaphor comparing
the waving of the ripening corn to the flapping of the wings of a flock of large birds in flight.
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M387

B

I Cdn 1. T CT Lo Y A°.
Hmao-chi  song which borrow drum come nake spirits.
Jon C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,
J" A C'F A 1" C° Jou Y A,
know man Chi man G-no year nake spirits,
Ae C'F A 1" C° J’ T" CT.
man Chi nman G-no not get drum
Ae L A1 CC CT T T,
man Chi man G -no went borrow drum
5 CTs L. T DT cr T C T
went gone the Hmao-gha-nzhi country brothers.
Aq E” A< ]n Co DII Jr Cn +o,
man Chi nman G-no went wuntil reached,
to CL. AT A C.
reached stage wong the wong road.
du du JN Gt
went went until met,
ccr T D" T CC" T Aw CJ.
met the Hmao-gha-nzhi sw neherd.
10 A L™ A 1" C° C® CLCwx Co,
man Chi nman G -no opened nouth asked,
c™ CT C® C'™ T-.
not her drum hangs place what.
c™ CT C® A S° '’ T-.
nother drum hangs go to side sunrise.
1" CT Ce C'™ T-.
father drum hangs place what
1" CT Ce A S° 'CYCHF.
father drum hangs go to side sunset.
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T T Cr T C To

the Hnmao-gha

D_ CFIC
t ook not her

T A L'
| end rman Chi

T- T.
carry then

r eached Rul

JOCT, L~ T" V.
Rul i ng Race
c™ cT

not her drum

-nzhi the brothers

>

CT Ca J. T,

D,
t ook,

drum thus did |end,

A< 1" C° T-

Y A°.

man G-no carry nmake spirits.

T 'S T L T,

the Hnmao-gha

T,
turned out s

1. T"
sei zed get

A C'F A<
man Chi man

Jnu C-
year this a

T T. S™ Lo to,
return then canme back reached,
to JCT.CT" V. T' CL C.
i ng Race at mdst road.
CT, D¢,
with inspected,
cT s" T
sound went back.
-nzhi turned out,
T° T C™ L CTv T,
oldiers greatly pursued behind.
c™ CT T- S" T,
not her drum carried went back.
1 C T Lo cl-.
G -no cane honme.
< Lo 1"
ble cone know,
A 1" C° Ta Lo t's c3-.

JII A< E7r
know nan Chi

A L7 A<
man Chi man
cT

felled conpl
CT" D" S

sacred tree

man G -no crossed

cone build house.

"¢ CI. CT CT"
G-no went fell trees.

to Ca

re cT",

etely connector <classifier tree,

ré CT" L.
classifier tree old.

M387TX

64



35

C. CT. CT" D" § C. >, CT,
connector hit sacred tree thus did sound,
cT S-S, CT.
sounded I|ike drum
A O Ae 1" C° cT cT"> S T
man Chi man G-no felled sacred tree the
LII,
ol d,
cT CT" D" S Lo 30 cT,
felled sacred tree cone stretch skin drum
A L7 A 1" C  T" Y A°.
man Chi man G-no get nmake spirits.
Y J" 1" T- c’ Y J.
second occasion befell busi ness what.
Y™ J" A C'F A 1" C° Ja
second occasion man Chi man G-no plura

T°LC° J%,
descendants nultiplied.
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M387
Song of Hmao-chi borrowing a drum for spirit worship.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document B pages 28 and 29.

Line 5. In this line and throughout the song, the branch of Hmong who live in northern
Yunnan and southern Sichuan are called 'D" T~ CL". In the modern spoken language

their name is Y~ CLC". They are also known as Chuan Miao, that is River Miao, and are
closely related to the A-hmao.

Line 19. This line is missing in the Miao manuscript.
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M388
5

Ae Lo L T, c’, " A. Tt 1 |
man Li-dao matters, third section. Tao Zi-gai sang.

Jou C ts Lo 1",
year this able cone know,

J” A< Eno Ln T|| Jnu Y_ Aa,
know man Li-dao year nmke spirits,

>

Ae Cre L™ T, CT. T CT,
man Li-dao went borrow drum
T L. T Tcr T
borrow gone the Hmao-gha-nzhi country.
5 AL LT T e CT,
man Li-dao borrow nother drum
T 'S T CL J 'Co T,
the Hmao-gha-nzhi not wlling answer.
A L= L T T " CT
man Li-dao borrow father drum
T '3 T CL J [ L.
the Hmao-gha-nzhi not able permt.
T D" T CL" PR T
the Hmo-gha-nzhi thus did give,
10 > C. G. CT J e T
give connector baby drum to be borrowed.
A< Eno Ln TII +r G_ C-I:_ -I:r C-I:u TII,
man Li-dao tied baby drum carry upon back,
J. T- Lo J" G to,
did carry cone until reach
to T D" T CL" T + cT”.

reach the Hmao-gha-nzhi the cliffs gorge.

T '3 T CL = CT cT Je s?
the Hmao-gha-nzha nother drum sound seven away,
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A< Eno Ln TII T“

CT. 'C.

man Li-dao get wth hear
+ T cT t s?,
father drum sound three away,
G. CT cT t s°.
baby drum sound three away.
Ac Lo L"To  Te G.CT° T Ts
man Li-dao carry baby drum then returned.
Ae Lo L T, C? CLCo C® L° Co
man Li-dao opened nouth opened |ips asked,
>s A ™= CT T, T Lo.
did want nother drum carry return cone.
T D" T CL" t G. CT J' [ [P,
the Hmo-gha-nzhi received baby drum hung it up,
2 1™ T DT Cr >. TPV
hung at the Hmo-gha-nzi plural eaves.
T '3 T CL cct 1 L. J Ty,
the Hmao-gha-nzhi clinb quickly gone into |loft,
T " T Cr t° tCT L. > T
the Hmao-gha-nzhi lift father drum thus did |end
T ACeL"Te T LD
lend nman Li-dao carry going.
A« L" T T- " CT C, D Lo J° G,
man Li-dao carry father drum thus did cone unti
to,
reach,
to Ae Cre L™ T, I J CJ-.
reach man Li-dao honestead.
to Cv Lo T C lon,
reach ox bring the tiger nonth,
to Cv [~ T [ 'C,
reach ox bring the tiger day,
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A< Eno Ln TII En' Tn Cnn En' Y_ Aa,
man Li-dao tinme season tinme nmake spirits,
A< Eno Ln TII En' Tn Cnn En' Y_ I,_.
man Li-dao tinme season tine nmake guests.
A« Lo L" Tu  ['w tCT C? rce.
man Li-dao took father drum hung roof ridge.
AL L"T. T5T°T 3. cT J I,
man Li-dao nusical pipes sound in house,
A< [ L° T. tCT c rce.
man Li-dao father drum situated roof ridge.
Ae Lo L T, Y A°® Y T" 3" t
man Li-dao nade spirits nade guests well every
’CU’
day,
Y A°® Y T 3" 1 D°.
made spirits nade guests well every night.
A< Eno Ln TII CIb Sa Aa.
man Li-dao went escort spirits.
]—< Eno Ln TII Jr Cn C-I:o,
man Li-dao together wth,
CT. TCT T A o
with the brothers discussed get,
CT. T"C" T 1 JTT.
with brothers-in-law discussed conpletely.
A< Eno Ln TII -In,
man Li-dao said,
T’ >" T° CL” T
the Hmao-gha-nzhi country,
C A~ T crt T
road far the stages |ong,
J CCn T'CeT L. CT, T T
not trouble extended famly go borrow drum
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A< Eno Ln TII -I:r,
man Li-dao carried,

DII

T- T D" T CC " CT S’

carried the Hmao-gha-nzhi father drum return went
S°.
away.

ACeL"T. T. TLS T L to,

man Li-dao then returned canme back reach

1 ANe Ce L"Tw T J' C3J-.
reach nman Li-dao honestead.

™ TCT T T- t2 Lo,
called the brothers cone gather together,

[ TC" T 1 T- 1
called brothers-in-law come gather all.

Ac Lo L" Tw  J" Lo [n,
man Li-dao spoke,

1o T CA, 1" c™ CT,
caused the Ndlw nmmke nother drum

1o T 1" C'" 1" +" CT .

caused the G -chi make father drum

> +o>s Y T A%
took sacred fruit tree make drum spirit,

b Ca cT" D" 8° Y CT A..
took thus sacred tree make drum ghost.
T D" T L T T 1 ca,
the Hmao-gha-nzhi get brag about songs,

A< Eno Ln TII TU E"O Tn En T“ :I-_ jo
man Li-dao extended family get brag about

T '3 T L T T CL. T>,
the Hmo-gha-nzhi get boast about pipes,

Ae Lo L T, T L~ T" L, T" I CLC-
man Li-dao extended famly get boast about

M388TX

I>.
pi pes.

.
songs.

70



M388
Concerning the Man Li-dao, section three.

Sung by Tao Zi-gai.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document F (no. 17, page 18), Document K (no. 18, page 56),
Document L (no. 25, page 110), Document M (no. 9, page 64), Document N (no. 34,
page 520).

Lines 6, 7 and 8. These three lines are missing in Documents L, M and N, and line 8 is
missing in Document K.

Lines 15 and 20. These lines are missing in Document F.
Line 23. A note in the text gives the meaning of 1" J”as 1" C®, “quickly”. The final
word in this line reads CT? in Document F. It is corrected to CT’'® in Document K and in

all subsequent Documents.

Line 33. The expression I> T> T~ 3., “musical pipes” has been misread as T C°
T 3. in Document M.

Line 49. The expression t- Lais altered to t- CLCa in Documents L, M and N.
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M389

I tr Y 1° c’. As Jo Jne Ta.
Hmao-chi  sacrifice origin mtters. Yang X u-gong said.

10

G Ta 1" T 1. Y T L" o 2" CAs
they say story that of old, Hmao-chi Hmrao-ndlw
1, CCJ T Te. >- Y'Ct G e
were cousins very nmuch. there was one day they
1 L® C CJ >, T T L
three classifier cousins went fell tree cone
'a C. Y L> Ecl 1.

make crossbow. two classifier cousins were big

[n T 1. L T 1 3 d Y
took that was big that was good went nake

L. " I Y Ct< Ca 1" lo°
gone. the one Hmao-chi youngest thus not big

T S ¢ o [ T 1. T 3 T
only yet. he went took that was not good, the
Y r° cT" Lo Y. Y T" Y" T-

branch tree cone nake. nade get one little

/¢ cc- C 1. 1T 3 Y

crossbow fastened wedge was not good. two

L 1. lo° Y T" Y T
classifier were big nade get two classifier

1. 3" T Te.
were good very.

J- Y" 'Y, Gt ' L 1" CT.
there was one day, they three classifier together

o) L I 3. Y L T L T
went hunt wld pig. tw classifier were big said

ooy L > T CA° Y3 L Lo.
we two classifier go inside forest hunt cone.
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C- 1 L°, Ca C- (o Y 3" C.
you not big, thus you stay at outside watch

n

C'™ 1°. t o 1, 7 lo° C
pl ace exclamation. the Hmo-chi who not big this
T, 3>, 1 ¢ ¢ C., > L D,
said, good then, | stay here watch, you tw go
L®. Y L’ 1. lo° Ju A L’

hunt. two <classifier were big went go to the

'Y 3 L Ts, LD U ¢, C L
forest gone finish, the Hmao-chi this, he saw

% T. Y Ls CI 3 ™ Vo L

one classifier large wld pig situated at the
YT Y3 G T C. T- 'C,

edge forest. he stretched his little crossbhow,
Cre Vo T Y J, J" 3" C™, " Y*
put arrow on top, aimed well conpleted, sent one
'C L. T ] T I3 T. L. G
shot gone. get shot the wld pig dead gone. he
v G 1S o) vV T cr

took his grass cape went covered the pig

L. Y L> n P S s
conpleted. two classifier were big those return
Lo, Cs I’ G Y L du c..

cone, he led them two classifier went see.

C. Y L W ¢¢ 1 T o ar
they two classifier said, now you shot get pig
TE, Jn /_\ ju E DII S3 -[,” E
finish, we nust <carry go present to [|andlord.

C- C d. s? C. C CT
they carried went present l|andlord. landlord wth
G+t 1, 2%t TT. 1 T Y L’

them said, you who shot get. two classifier
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n

1. lo° Y Tn, 1 G A C d T".
were big those said, the child this shot get.
C CTe G A T, 1 & s* T
| andlord with child said, | take horse give to
C.. £ o' T, 1 T A C

you. the Hmao-chi said, | not want. [|andlord
Tn, 1 s Ce= T" [. C T, 17T
said, | give silver to you. he said, | not
A. C cl- ¢ 1., L. A TU.
want. Jlandlord wth him said, you want what.
c. T, 1 L A Y AC T

he said, | alone want ny one famly only.

C Cl- ¢ T, YL 31 L T. I

| andlord with him said, then ny the back house
d- Y" rs t, . Du A
there is one classifier fruit tree. you go pick
¢c. 3 T YI T 7T T- A

eat. ny the wonen slave whoever conmes want

A . ¢, 31 > TT. T" L. DC"
go to you eat, | give whoever to you. Hnmao-ch
Y™ Cte >, A" Q. A C L
youngest went pick eat. famly landlord the

Ct', D A A (S T s

girl went want go to him eat. he returned

Lo, C Cle ¢ 1, TT- T (L
cone, landlord with him said, who came wth

L. A t . G T C

you want fruit eat. he said, |l|andlord

d. T CL. 1 A o T,
younger sister alone wth ne want eat only.

C T, L > ] D. s?
| andlord said, then take nmy younger sister give
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" L Ts. ¢ (T C 1o, C. S°
to you finish. he wth Jlandlord said, you give

L. . " 1, CTeT 1 Y

your younger sister to nme, in future | nake

A® A Y L™ C o PO O

spirits need do how landlord said, you if

A Y A°, . T O 31 201 o

want nmake spirits, you cone take ny flag go

C, C'o 3 S T o c Y

carry, take ny horse go ride. business nake

L" ¢ 1 Ts Coo. ¢c o'ty

like this is finish so it is. now Hrao-chi nake

A T to 33 C [e S

spirits all follow method this use away.
M389TX

75



M389
The origin of the Hmao-chi ancestral sacrifice.

Narrated byYang Xiu-gong.

Notes.

This narrative is recorded in Document H (no. 36, page 22).
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M390

T PT J T CJw.
Du- bw t he weak one song.
- 5
C. TJ 1 CcT" "C CT"
connector who saw tree crosshow tree
+< G A"T T t. CAzs CAs.
stand Ngga-yi-gi-zai ridges wave-I|ike.
C. AJ CT. 2v o
connector who wth went see.
T C'' T° CAs C. Y L
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier
C-[O DII JO.
with went see.
5 T C'F T° CAs C. Y™ L
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier
C. . |
thus did whet,
K C. T T. Ce D
whet connector the Kknives carry went
cT C. s R L, T
felled connector the trunk conme shape
T PT J T C. D Cro,
Du- bw t he weak one thus did carry,
Cro I T- J c3a. 'C,
carried the knife not extremely sharp,
10 CT cT" 1 C* 3T C".
felled tree not yet good the branch.

M390TX

C'n Cre,
mul berry,

CU VII
i n-1 aws

CU VII
i n-1 aws

T,
fell,

) 5
C.
crossbow.

77



15

20

T C'F T° CA» C. Y™ L> c’ v
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier in-laws
Y,
made,
5 5
Y T" c 1"71 c’ [P
made get bows and stocks, crosshows |acquered.
T PP T J T Y,
Du- bw t he weak one made,
- b b -
Y T" (G [ B c’ CC® LC..
made get bow and stock, crossbow wedged.
T C'' T° CAs C. Y L® c’ v
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier in-laws
T C A%
sought path animls,
T C'F T° CA» C. Y™ L> c’ v
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier in-laws
to cT T
foll owed gane after.
L" T~ L. T, cT 18,
old folk waited ganme tracks.
T PTJ T T CT. C.
Du- bw t he weak one waited w thin road.
T PTJ T . Ct 4. Ct. CL C.
Du- bw t he weak one built hide within road.
_ 3
1 T T Ca. Cn C',
reach the tine connector eat breakfast,
cC"T T. CcT Lo CLC..
wild pig stealthily cane arrived.
™ P T J T C. >, 1,
Du- bw t he weak one thus did shoot,
] I T, C* T T C.
shot wild pig conpleted the edge r oad.
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>

A< " T°71"s L.DJ. V,
took off grass cape did cover,

v T T C™ T 3
covered wild pig conpleted the edge forest

T C'F T° CA» C. Y™ L> c’ v
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two <classifier in-laws

CT,,
W th,

CT. L" T° L. Lo CLCn.
with old folk cane arrived.

T C'' T° CAs C. Y L® c’ v
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier in-laws

C.,
asked,

n

Tnc Jo C” T_ Tn T< Lo C
query see wld pig out cone here.

T P T T 1, S,
Du- bw t he weak one spoke plainly,

"I T C™ L< Ts,
wild pig pass gone finish,

TP T Ae  L1TCITMS LDV,
Du- bw t he weak one took off grass cape did cover,
v C'T T. C™ T < L

cover wld pig conpleted the edge road.

T 1P T J T 1. T C'" T° CAs 1%
Du- bw t he weak one caused Du-chi Du- ndl w take

"I Ta T,
wild pig carry,

ns

T- du Tu C,
carry go drink w ne,

Tu A T S° AN " L.
drink go to Gha-sang-ya elder.

M390TX 79



40

45

T s° 1" L. CT,,
Gha-sang elder filled,
CT. C s T,
filled wine clear for,
T" T C'' T° CAs C. Y L®
for Du-chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier
c’ v Tu C,,
in-laws drink thus,
T C'F T° CA» C. Y™ L> c’ v
Du- chi Du-ndlw connector two classifier in-laws
j Jr -[u,
shoot not hit,
Ca. Y L> c’ v T J T".
connector two classifier in-laws drink not get.
T S° +" L. Co T"C" T°CA Do TJ
Gha-sang elder asked Du-chi Du-ndlw you who
CTo ] T".
with shoot hit.
™ P T J T, CTo J T"
Du- bw t he weak one with shoot hit.
T Ss° " L. J C' CL..
Gha-sang elder not wlling believe.
T s° +" L. D. D,
Gha-sang elder did take,
>} 1Tl e T T P T J T, 1.
take ragged skirt for Du-bw the weak one shoot.
™ 2T J T CTo | T"
Du-bw te weak one with shot hit.
T Ss° + L, J C' CL..
Gha-sang elder not wlling believe.
]—_ S3 -I-r LII En 3_ T<,
Gha-sang elder thus did lay out,
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50

55

60

T< Cnc C+7nc an D_,
lay out silver shining buy,

J. JOCT, L= T" V. CrY'" T Ts
buy Rul i ng Race wat er buffal o.

™ PTJ T, ],

Du- bw t he weak one shot,

] CvY'TT. T 1T Y.
shot water buffalo at yonder there.

Ca I C™ T. JUY,
connector big one fell inmediately,
C. T G T, JCAe I"Lo A
connector the Ilittle one fell gently go to
cT’ A- A
bank river oh.
T s° L. C. L[ 28 T
Gha-sang elder filled wine clear for,
" T P17 JT T,
for Du-bw the weak one drink,
TP TU T, p) 'C T
Du- bw t he weak one not inclined drink.
T s° 1 L. Co T PT U T L. A
Gha-sang elder asked Du-bw the weak one wanted
TJU.
what .
T PT U T, L. A T PT U T Da
Du- bw t he weak one wanted Du-bw the weak one plural

Y* A C
one famly.

T s° 1" L C° TP TJT A",
Gha-sang elder let Du-dw the weak one pick,

A" t JI o ot T L
pick fruit sour eat «clinb side road.
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65

70

75

JJO> D, TJU CT. A Cn.
give you whoever wth want eat.

T s° " L. Ct’, Cl" Co L"D.D2" A Cr,
Gha-sang elder daughter girl Yi going want eat.

1" C TP T ST T,
occasion this Du-bw the weak one get,

T T S° 1" L Cct’ Il G > L
get Gha-sang elder daughter girl Yi take gone

Ts Ts.
done finish.

J- '’ T s° " L. ct’ cl» G O
there is day Gha-sang elder daughter girl Yi if

>° L" L. 3",
taken seriously ill,

T S° il Ct 1 C [ T. L C.,
Gha-sang elder daughter girl Yi if dead thus,

TP TJT J’ J" A°® Co.
Du- bw t he weak one not know spirits thus.

T PTJ T T. TS T D, Co,
Du- bw t he weak one then returned went back asked,

Co T S® A " L.
asked Gha-sang-ya el der.

T S° il C, J_ )
Gha-sang elder thus did give,

> c C' ¢ LT
gave horse frost horse ashes for,

" TP T )T Cre L° C*,
for Du-bw the weak one ride cone perform

C* C. R dn 1" 1°,
perform descendants G-chi plural ancestor rites,

C* Aa 1" C'r dn 1" A° A
perform famlies G-chi plural spirit rites oh.
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t hus

1" D, CT..
ended.
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M390
The song of Du-bw the weak one.

Collected by Wang Ming-ji.
Notes.

This song is recorded in Document C (no. 19, page 39)

A note at the beginning of the songreads, T° T" C_ 1" T" T° T" C+. CJ". Thatis
“Song about rich persons despising an orphan”. This comment is scarcely borne out by the
facts of the story. Moreover, the main purpose of the song was to explain the origin of the
use of a horse, borrowed from the Yi landlord, for use in the course of the ancestral rites of
certain branches of the Hmao-chi clan.

The following pairs of lines are written as though they are single long lines in the Miao text.
11 and 12, 13 and 14, 26 and 27, 65 and 66, 73 and 74.

Line 2. The expression G~ A" 1" t'is the name of a place, but there is nothing in the
manuscript to indicate where it was located.

Line 8. Thename T° J°> T° J" T., given to the young Hmao-chi is in two parts. The
second part T J" T., means “the person not able”, or “the person not strong”, and is a
term of derision. The first part T° 1, is probably also derisory. It is not quite certain, but

the J1° used here may be the word meaning “spotty”. It is used in the name for measles,
and also of animals having spotty coats. In the present context it is possibly a reference to
the complexion of the young adolescent. Thus the full name may mean “the spotty
weakling”.

Line 12. The expression | '« 1" “lacquered”, is written |’'_ t'. in the Miao text.

Line 36. The local Yi landlord is called T~ S® A™ 1" Lu, but throughout most of the song

the A”is omitted. 1" L. means “the old one”. This is a title widely used in the songs for
Miao, Yi, and Chinese leaders, and virtually becomes part of the name. It is difficult to find
a suitable translation for a title applied to persons as diverse as a Miao village headman, an
Yi landlord, or a Chinese general, but if it is not translated and simply added to the names,
these become long and cumbersome. The word “elder” has been used, but it needs to be
stripped of any civic or ecclesiastical overtones it may have in English.

Lines 50, 51 and 52. These lines are written without any punctuation as though they were a
single long line in the Miao manuscript.

Line 66. The expression | > L< means literally “to take, or lead away”, but it is regularly
used to mean “to take in marriage”.
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